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Latinxs in the Midwest

• Demographics and migration matter
• History and political economy matter







% Change in Latinx Population
in Midwest States, 2000-2010
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau. American Fact Finder
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Latinxs in Missouri

Born in MO Born in other US states   Foreign born



Latinxs in Kansas City

• History and political economy matter
• Placemaking: Bad, Good, Better
• Community activism matter
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History and political economy matters



The monopolistic social structure of accumulation
1900–1930s: Segregation

Westsi
de

Map of Kansas City, Kansas, circa 1900, from the 10th edition of Encyclopedia 
Britannica.
Source: https://www.illustrationsource.com/stock/image/512631/map-of-kansas-
city-kansas-circa-1900-from-the-10th-edition-of-encyclopaedia-britannica/

Map of Kansas City, 
KS, and Kansas City, 
MO - circa 1900

Track workers  circa 1920s
Source: Kansas Humanities Council

Argentine, Kansas (“town 
company”)



• Racial and residential 
segregation

• Top-down planning
• Urban renewal
• Community resistance 

and social services

Southwest Trafficway Circa 1950s
Source: 

http://www.linecreekloudmouth.com/blog/2013/09/southwest-
trafficway-circa-1950s.html%20

The Keynesian SSA of the postwar period:
1940s–1980s

Placemaking: Racialized urban programs

Guadalupe Centers
Source: http://guadalupecenters.org/home/who-
we-are/



• Neoliberal 
urbanism

• Community 
activism and 
planning

The Neoliberal SSA: 1980s–

Placemaking:
Accumulation by dispossession 
and gentrification

Westside Housing Organization 
Source: WHO. 2013. "Reconnect Westside: Connectivity and 
Revitalization Plan." http://www.westsidehousing.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/01/Reconnect-Westside-Plan.pdf.

Westside, Kansas City
Source: http://theysayitsmylife.blogspot.com/2014/10/tour-of-
missouri-kansas-city-fountains.html

Power & Light District
Source: http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/news-columns-
blogs/the-buzz/article336914/KC%E2%80%99s-dilemma-Fund-pensions-
now-pay-off-Power--Light-District-debt-later.html



Conclusion

–Demographics and migration matter
–History and political economy matter
–Placemaking: Bad, Good, Better
–Community activism and culturally 

sensitive planning matter
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