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Dear American University degree candidates:

Welcome to American University’s 146th Commencement! American University trustees, senior 
leadership, faculty, staff, and alumni join me in celebrating the hard work and many accomplishments 
that brought you to this important day.

During your time at AU, you learned from influential scholars, pursued internships in our nation’s 
capital, explored important questions, made new discoveries, and engaged in service activities, clubs, 
organizations, and athletics—all while building cherished memories and making lifelong friends.

Now more than ever, the world needs your leadership skills, your drive to be actively engaged, and 
your vision for a better future. I am confident that your American University education has prepared 
you to be changemakers in the changing world and to become leaders in your chosen fields. 

We welcome you into the larger AU family of more than 145,000 alumni living in all 50 states and 
more than 170 countries. We cannot wait to see how you pursue your purpose, because as we all 
know, change can’t wait. 

On behalf of the entire American University community, I wish you all the best as you begin  
the next chapter of your life’s story.   

Congratulations!

Sylvia M. Burwell 
President
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UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION

President’s Cabinet

Sylvia M. Burwell, President

Vicky M. Wilkins, Acting Provost and Chief Academic Officer

Sarah G. Baldassaro, Chief of Staff and Interim Vice President,  
Inclusive Excellence

Matthew D. Bennett,* Vice President and Chief Communications Officer

Bronté Burleigh-Jones,* Vice President, CFO and Treasurer 

Traevena L. Byrd, Vice President, General Counsel and Board Secretary

Seth Grossman, Vice President, People and External Affairs and  
Counselor to the President

Steve Munson, Vice President and Chief Information Officer

Raymond Lu Ming Ou, Vice President, Student Affairs

Courtney L. Surls, Vice President, University Advancement

Evelyn Thimba, Vice President, Undergraduate Enrollment Management

William Walker, Director, Athletics and Recreation

Academic Leadership

Monica Jackson, Deputy Provost and Dean of Faculty

Linda Aldoory, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Wendy Boland, Dean of Graduate and Professional Studies

Diana Burley, Vice Provost for Research and Innovation

Corbin M. Campbell, Acting Co-Dean, School of Education

Jeehyun Davis, University Librarian

Roger A. Fairfax Jr., Dean, Washington College of Law

Shannon Hader, Dean, School of International Service 

Rodney Hopson, Acting Co-Dean, School of Education

Alison Jacknowitz, Interim Dean, School of Public Affairs

Leena Jayaswal, Interim Dean, School of Communication

David Marchick, Dean, Kogod School of Business

Bridget Trogden, Dean of Undergraduate Education and  
Vice Provost for Academic Student Services

Other Senior Administrators

Raina Lenney, Assistant Vice President, Alumni Relations and Annual Giving

Beth Muha,* Assistant Vice President, Human Resources

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Gina F. Adams,* Chair

Charles H. Lydecker,* Vice Chair

Janice Menke Abraham*

Sally Amoruso

Lilian Baeza-Mendoza

Michael Balmuth*

Gaurdie E. Banister Jr. 

Stephanie M. Bennett-Smith

Greg Bergquist

Sylvia M. Burwell

Wesley G. Bush

Jack C. Cassell*

Pamela M. Deese*

Jehane Djedjro*

Marc N. Duber*

LaTrelle Easterling 

Hani M. S. Farsi*

Mehdi Heravi*

Michael W. Kempner*

Margery Kraus*

Gerald Bruce Lee*

Fernando Lewis Navarro*

Betsy A. Mangone*

Alan L. Meltzer*

Thomas W. Merrill

Korey Neal Sr.*

Maria Otero

Matthew L. Pittinsky*

Jeffrey A. Sine*

*Alumna/alumnus of American University
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY PROFILE

American University is an independent, coeducational, 
Methodist-affiliated institution chartered by Congress 
in 1893. Our cosmopolitan campus enrolls nearly 
13,000 students in undergraduate, master’s, doctoral, 
and professional degree programs. The university attracts 
students from all 50 states, the District of Columbia,  
US territories, and more than 170 countries. 

Our nationally and internationally acclaimed faculty 
are committed to excellence in scholarship and teaching 
of our diverse and talented student body. American 
University’s academic programs are grounded in the 
arts and sciences and connected to the extraordinary 
cultural, public affairs, legal, business, international,  
and communication resources of Washington, DC. 

The university’s academic offerings include 79 bachelor’s 
programs, 93 residential master’s programs, 20 online 
master’s programs, 11 doctoral programs, 13 law 
programs, and 100 undergraduate and graduate 
certificate programs through its eight schools, colleges, 
and academic divisions: College of Arts and Sciences, 
Kogod School of Business, School of Communication, 

School of Education, School of International Service, 
School of Public Affairs, Washington College of Law, 
and Professional Studies. 

AU offers multidisciplinary curriculums that focus on 
experiential learning, theoretical study, and twenty-first-
century skill building. Opportunities abound for dual 
degrees and internships, and our Office of Global and 
Immersive Studies offers more than 130 study abroad 
and exchange programs, as well as immersive study 
programs in Washington, DC, and other US locations.

Our pioneering centers, institutes, and initiatives 
undertake research on the world’s most pressing issues 
and carry out AU’s mission to produce novel ideas that 
inform society and enable decision makers to adopt 
evidence-based practices.

AU will continue to build on these strengths to advance 
a distinctive, globally oriented university dedicated 
to academic excellence and preparing students for 
leadership in a complex international society.
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

VIVEK H. MURTHY
Doctor of Science

Vice Admiral Vivek H. Murthy was confirmed by the 
US Senate in March 2021 to serve as the 21st surgeon 
general of the United States. As the nation’s top doctor, 
Murthy helps to advance the health and well-being of 
all Americans and has worked to address critical public 
health issues. 

Murthy has issued Surgeon General’s Advisories on the 
youth mental health crisis and social media’s impact 
on youth mental health, the epidemic of loneliness 
and isolation, and on burnout in the health worker 
community. He also issued a Surgeon General’s 
Framework on mental health in the workplace, and he  
is the first surgeon general to host a podcast, House Calls 

with Dr. Vivek Murthy, where he invites guests and 
listeners to explore how we can all build more connected 
and meaningful lives.

As vice admiral of the US Public Health Service 
Commissioned Corps, Murthy oversees more than 6,000 
dedicated public health officers serving underserved and 
vulnerable populations. He previously served as the 19th 
surgeon general under President Obama. 

Raised in Miami, Florida, Murthy received his bachelor’s 
degree from Harvard University, his medical degree from 
the Yale School of Medicine, and his master’s in business 
administration from the Yale School of Management.
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

The American University Alumni Association engages and sustains a worldwide community of alumni through opportunities 
for meaningful engagement aimed at increasing pride, volunteer involvement, and philanthropic commitment to American 
University. AUAA serves the university’s more than 145,000 alumni, cultivating lifelong relationships with graduates and 
offering exclusive benefits and resources. It encourages involvement with AU through volunteering, networking, student 
engagement, and mentoring opportunities and includes alumni alliances and networks focused on identities, industries, 
interests, and experiences. Learn more at american.edu/alumni.

1 AU joins families in congratulating those graduates who have made an AU education part of their family traditions. 
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ORDER OF EVENTS
College of Arts and Sciences

School of Public Affairs

Washington College of Law

School of Communication

Sylvia M. Burwell, University President, Presiding

STUDENT PROCESSIONAL Prelude Brass Ensemble

FACULTY AND PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

WELCOME President Burwell

NATIONAL ANTHEM Luke Stowell, School of International Service

INVOCATION Reverend Bryant Oskvig, University Chaplain

INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKERS Raymond Lu Ming Ou, Vice President, Student Affairs

STUDENT ADDRESSES Brianna E. Starks, Graduate Speaker, School of Communication

Daniella Olivares, Undergraduate Speaker,  
College of Arts and Sciences

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE Vicky M. Wilkins, Acting Provost and Chief Academic Officer

President Burwell

Vivek H. Murthy

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Vivek H. Murthy, Doctor of Science, Honoris Causa

PRESIDENT’S CHARGE TO GRADUATES President Burwell

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES Acting Provost Wilkins

CONFERRAL OF DOCTORAL DEGREES President Burwell

Linda Aldoory, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Alison Jacknowitz, Interim Dean, School of Public Affairs

Leena Jayaswal, Interim Dean, School of Communication

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S  
AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES

Acting Provost Wilkins

CONFERRAL OF MASTER’S AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES President Burwell

Linda Aldoory, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Leena Jayaswal, Interim Dean, School of Communication 

Roger A. Fairfax Jr., Dean, Washington College of Law

Alison Jacknowitz, Interim Dean, School of Public Affairs

RECESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

(Audience will rise and remain standing until the platform 
party, faculty, and graduates have left the arena.)
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MARSHALS

Thomas Merrill
Faculty Trustee
Chair, Faculty Senate
University Marshal

Lilian Baeza-Mendoza
Faculty Trustee
Past Chair, Faculty Senate
Faculty Marshal

Wendy Boland
Doctoral Marshal

Kim M. Blankenship
College of Arts and Sciences

Saul Newman
School of Public Affairs

Benjamin Stokes
School of Communication 

Thomas Williams
Washington College of Law

FLAG BEARERS

Britney Fisher
School of Public Affairs
United States Flag Bearer

Verónica María Dávalos Jaramillo
College of Arts and Sciences
District of Columbia Flag Bearer

Cybel Nyen Ekpa 
Washington College of Law
American University Flag Bearer

Alan Doorasamy Jr., Kogod/BSBA ’20
Alumni Flag Bearer
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College of Arts and Sciences

Degrees Awarded, August 2023

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Binderiya Byambasuren
Economics
Family Care and Household Production: 
Implications for Adult Children by Gender, 
Race, and Ethnicity

Elissa M. Cohen
Economics
Evaluating the Validity of  
the Value of Statistical Life

Millicent Sherrill Curlee
Clinical Psychology
The Examen for Life during COVID-19: 
Impact on Interpersonal Processes,  
Self-Transcendent Positive Emotions,  
and Mental Health Symptoms

Mary Anastasia Friar
Behavior, Cognition, and Neuroscience
Ketamine’s Effects on Adolescent Female  
Wistar-Kyoto and Wister Rats

Jordan D. Grant
History
Slavery’s Fugitives: Runaways,  
Slave-Catchers, and Reenslavement  
in the United States, 1787–1850

Aaron J. Howe
Anthropology
The City and the City: An Ethnographic 
Archaeology of Unhoused Camps in the  
NoMA Business Improvement District  
in Washington, DC

Phoebe McCutchan
Clinical Psychology
Collaborative Assessment and Management of 
Suicidality in the Aftercare Focus Study: Costs, 
Cost-Effectiveness, Benefits, and Cost-Benefit

Nathan Howell Moore
History
You Have the Right to Revolt: Anti-Capitalism 
and the Anglo-American Tradition

Vasudeva Varun Ramaswamy
Economics
Monetary Policy, Market Behavior, and  
Fiscal Interventions: Theoretical and  
Empirical Work in Heterogeneity

Han Sun
Economics
Navigating Dollar Funding Shortage and Trade 
Interventions: Implications for Macroeconomic 
Stability and Exchange Rate Dynamics

MASTER OF ARTS

Abdallah Abdelhamid
Economics

Nazya Nawal Ahmed
Economics

Matthew C. Brokman
Economics

Arryn C. Brown
Audio Technology

Catherine G. Campbell
History

Audrey R. Culp
Psychology

Sherrell K. Daley
History

Joshua Dietz
Sociology Research and Practice

Grace Cameron Grubb
Economics

Tamia Hayes
Psychology

Paxton J. Howe
Psychology

Jacquie Lee
Psychology

Phuong Thi Hoang Luu
Economics

Emily J. Maison
Economics

Caroline Williams Morales
History

Mandy Sheryl Newport
Public Anthropology

Dakota S. Peterson
Economics

Erin Glenn Phelps
Audio Technology

Vilma E. Portocarrero
Literature, Culture, and Technology

Safa Mahmood Qureshi
Teaching English to Speakers  
of Other Languages

Anthony Santana
Economics

Violet Carolyn Spencer
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Morgan Elizabeth Truncale
Public Anthropology

Breanna N. Yepez
Psychology

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Michelle Louise Ott
Creative Writing

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Senita Beverly
Nutrition Education

Shane F. Blewitt
Health Promotion Management

Sarah L. Houck
Nutrition Education

Shannon L. Kakuk
Nutrition Education

Pawnee Terri Maiden
Nutrition Education

Mollie Marble
Nutrition Education

Kalani F. Meffe
Nutrition Education

Julie A. Muser
Nutrition Education

Jessica Pelloth
Nutrition Education

Janvier Renee Richardson
Statistics

Patrick Shaughnessy Ryan
Data Science

Maya A. Sanders
Biology

Joshua Sandoval
Nutrition Education

David J. Schwegman
Data Science

Lindsey Stella Sparrock
Neuroscience

Ariana Linn Tenaglia
Nutrition Education
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Mira Thakkar
Statistics

Minh Anh To
Data Science

Morgan Nicole Tompkins
Statistics

Nancy L. Wolfson
Nutrition Education

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Saif Ahmed Saif AlHameli
Economics

Darshi Ambani
Psychology
Community-Based Research Scholar

Nicole Arias Inoa
Psychology

Celeste Sophia Miles Carter
Audio Production
cum laude

Shiyu Chen
Graphic and Visual Communication Design

Wen Jiun Chen
Psychology
summa cum laude

Mateesa E. Crowley
Psychology
Justice and Law

Brandon Matthew Danuff
History
magna cum laude

Kiarra Chabelli Deeb
Graphic and Visual Communication Design

Christian T. Eberhard
Physics
cum laude

Basel Mohammad El-Shrafi
Psychology

Yushi Gao
Economics

Sofia G. Greenfield
History
cum laude

Britney Ashley Jamie Lys
Psychology

Maia Ann McCall
African American and African  
Diaspora Studies

David J. McKeever
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
summa cum laude

Julia M. Neff
Music

Alexa Brittanianne Peters
Psychology

Eunice Poku
Public Health

Jingxuan Qian
Economics

Nikolai Sergei Razumov
Literature
cum laude

Cheyenne L. Reardon
Philosophy

Mia J. Reaves
Sociology

Jason L. Shrago
Literature

Wenxi Tao
Psychology

Rudolph Travers
Audio Production

Rangeng Wang
Economics

Kathryn J. Washburn
History

Isabella Grace Whitney
Performing Arts: Musical Theatre

Songlin Xie
Economics

Pinkang Zeng
Psychology
cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Laura Lynn Arnold
Computer Science

Jordan Jake Becker
Computer Science

Ryan Brewer
Economics

Lorena Beatriz Delgado Casanova
Public Health
cum laude

Leah Wentworth Estes
Biology
American University Honors

Caroline G. Gorter
Economics
Political Science

Miantong Guo
Data Science

Philippe Jean Halet
Data Science

Oluwafisayo Iluyomade
Biology

Robert Andrew Jones
Data Science
magna cum laude

Robert Andrew Jones
Neuroscience
magna cum laude

John Nicholas Karis
Economics

Keyora P. King
Public Health

Katherine C. Li
Public Health
cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Yixuan Lu
Mathematics

Kayla D. Robinson
Computer Science

Lucas E. Steinbruegge
Neuroscience

Begum Nisa Taktak
Economics
summa cum laude

Wenjing Xiang
Mathematics

Rodrigo Yepez-Lopez
Computer Science
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Degree Candidates, December 2023

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Christine Rose Bresnahan
Behavior, Cognition, and Neuroscience
Examining a Spatial Thinking Intervention  
for Young Adults with and without Dyslexia

Mark Emil Episkopos
History
“We Can Do It Again!”: The Second  
World War in Contemporary Russian  
Memory Politics and Political Culture

Abdulai Husain
Economics
Three Essays on Fiscal Policy  
and Global Finance

Jiemin Ren
Economics
Essays on Corporate Taxation: Theory and 
Empirics in the Presence of Financial Frictions

Samantha White
Behavior, Cognition, and Neuroscience
Learning to Choose: Dynamic  
Processes Underlie Decision Making  
in Rat Medial Frontal Cortex

MASTER OF ARTS

Rhys P. Allison
Philosophy

Nada Mohamed Ahmed Shafik Bahgat
Public Anthropology

Benjamin D. Basar
Economics

Qilong Cao
Economics

Grace M. Conroy
History

Taylor Malcolm Copeland
Audio Technology

Riley Leonard Craig
Economics

Verónica María Dávalos Jaramillo
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Deborah Dawn Edattel
Audio Technology

Haley M. Hunt
Psychology

Yajna Khooshi Pallavi Jowaheer
Psychology

Mariam Sciascia Kobeissi
Psychology

Deborah Lagin
Arts Management

Zoë E. Laky
Psychology

Bryan Lytle
Economics

Audrey Ling Maxner
Arts Management

Brigham Tyler Memmott
Economics

Sebastian Mendez
Economics

Fiona Rose Murphey
Literature, Culture, and Technology

Katherine G. Nims
Public Anthropology

Aashima Pathania
Economics

Brian Joseph Prevost
Audio Technology

Daniel Ramos
Literature, Culture, and Technology

Samantha Ross
Audio Technology

Joshua Sack
Economics

Evan Joseph Salerno
Psychology

Yasaman Shahbazi
Economics

Elena R. Soderblom
Economics

Logan M. Wintersteen
Audio Technology

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Deanna D. Agustin
Creative Writing 

Fatima Haidari
Creative Writing

Abigail G. Rizzo
Creative Writing

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Ama Konadu Appau
Data Science

Mekdim Tamirat Ashebo
Data Science

Amenti T. Bekere
Health Promotion Management

Kathryn Brunner
Nutrition Education

William M. Carter
Data Science

Kevin José Castillo Arzuza
Biotechnology

Pei Hsuan Chiang
Data Science

Jamie Lynn Cohen
Health Promotion Management

Josephine Marie Decker
Data Science

Sarah Jane Drexler
Nutrition Education

Meghan M. Fitch
Nutrition Education

Nicola Maria Haire
Nutrition Education

Shihui Huang
Neuroscience	

Julie-Anna Feitosa Kettle
Data Science

Jared Klein
Data Science

Sanghyeob Ko
Data Science

Jenna M. Kosnick
Nutrition Education

Stephanie T. Lawrence
Nutrition Education

Soobin Lee
Chemistry

Kaiwen Lin
Data Science

Chun Yu Lo
Data Science

Arazi Alkarqi Lubis
Statistics

Laura Macchiavelli
Nutrition Education

Carmen R. Meacham
Nutrition Education

Josephus T. C. Nyumalin
Statistics

Jensen Palmer
Neuroscience

Kennedy C. Phillips
Nutrition Education
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Morgan Alexis Russ
Biotechnology

Sydney Sachs
Computer Science

Leland Gregory Schwartz
Nutrition Education

Demitria A. Segura
Nutrition Education

Julian E. Urrutia-Carter
Biotechnology

Taylor A. Vladic
Data Science

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Rosemarie M. Antol
Environmental Studies

Emily Bazin
Psychology
summa cum laude

Rachael Olivia Bennett
Graphic and Visual Communication Design

Seeley Björkstén
Anthropology
magna cum laude

Benjamin Boorstyn
Audio Production
Philosophy

Tobias J. Charnizon
Psychology

Pascalis Chrysafides
Economics
Audio Production

Evelyne Leandra Corado
Graphic and Visual Communication Design

Sierra M. Cullen
Literature

Alvaro Diaz
History

Hanah Josephine DiEdwards Nilson
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies

Logan S. Dulski
Graphic and Visual Communication Design

Mike Abraham Esseau-Thomas
History

Jack Howard Fine
Economics

Lily Elizabeth Fowler
Performing Arts: Musical Theatre
Environmental Studies
summa cum laude

Theodore D. Gabrielli
Graphic and Visual Communication Design
cum laude

Aaron Gedalia
History

Martin M. Gildea
Music
magna cum laude

Grace Elizabeth Glackin
Psychology

Emma Lucille Herrera Fidanque
Economics

Isabelle Kadzban
History

Ari Katz
Literature
summa cum laude

Emily Rose Irvin Koffsky
Psychology

Matthew J. Little
Economics
cum laude

Daniel J. Lorell
Language and Area Studies:  
Russian/Area Studies
cum laude

Corinne M. Lumadue
Sociology

Summia Syeda Mahmud
Public Health

Yuxuan Mao
Economics

Anna Maria Marino
Arabic Studies

Jessica M. McNeil
Art History
magna cum laude

Katherine D. Mead
Studio Art
Art History
magna cum laude

Jane A. Mikkelson
Psychology
Communication Studies
cum laude
Honors in Psychology

Mohamed Moustafa
Environmental Studies
Secondary Education

Margaret J. Nielsen-McPherson
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
cum laude

Thomas Zachary Nowak
Sociology
cum laude
American University Honors

Daniella Olivares
Psychology
Public Health
summa cum laude

Barisa Rahman
Studio Art

Lauren Riojas
Performg Arts: Musical Theatre
cum laude

Maayan Yardena Rose
Psychology
magna cum laude  

Azzami A. Rosso
Psychology

Joseph Schuyler Sanderson
History
magna cum laude

Nardos A. Scott
Public Health

Lilliana Pearl Silver
Psychology
Justice and Law
summa cum laude

Abigail Julia Sullivan
Psychology
Political Science
cum laude

Rhea Tuli
Literature

Hannah C. VanWagner
Environmental Studies
summa cum laude
American University Honors

Emma Wallach
Performing Arts: Musical Theatre
summa cum laude

Casey Danielle Walsh
History

Detang Wang
Economics

Vivianna Liu Wang
Music

Madison A. Willingham
Anthropology

Madison A. Willingham
History

Xuanyao Wu
Economics

Annabella M. Youmazzo
Psychology

Alex M. Zaky
Literature
magna cum laude
American University Honors
Honors in Literature

Ethan Ziegler
Economics
summa cum laude
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Kaylee L. Augustine
Biology

Halimatou C. Bangoura
Biology

Isabella A. Beck
Environmental Science

Connor M. Blomstrom
Environmental Science

Cheyanne-Marie P. Cabang
Data Science

Victor Francisco Calderon
Statistics

Carmen Ann Canedo
Data Science

August Chang-Stroman
Biology

Xingzhi Chen
Biology

Laurel Conitz Crawford
Mathematics

Katelyn Anne Crews
Environmental Science
magna cum laude

Madeleine Mary Elizabeth Danzberger
Environmental Science

Mehdi Daoudi
Computer Science
magna cum laude

Ashley Ann DeCourcy
Environmental Science

Noah Dean Deetz
Audio Technology
magna cum laude

Parthav Srinivasan Easwar
Environmental Science
magna cum laude

Niama El Mahi
Neuroscience

Christia Catherine Fisher
Environmental Science

Shelda Francois
Health Promotion

Courtney Bailey Galligher
Public Health

Ryan Henriques
Statistics

Kento Horimai
Data Science

Yakkell Dormatha Lavender
Health Promotion

Xinyuan Li
Biology

Emma Samantha Loventhal
Health Promotion
cum laude

Lily Anna Marzano
Public Health

Julia C. Mitchell
Public Health
magna cum laude

Demi D’star Payne
Biology

Farrell Lynch Philipp
Health Promotion
cum laude

Marly R. Rubin 1
Neuroscience
summa cum laude

Juana Valentina Ruiz Latorre
Health Promotion

Brendan Robert Sakosits
Computational Science

Feriel Sarah Selougha
Public Health
summa cum laude

Yifan Shi
Computer Science

Kathryn Patricia Staebler
Environmental Science

Charlotte Stenmark
Economics

Yanwen Wang
Chemistry

Cassidy M. Williams
Environmental Science

Mya-Yasmeen A. Williams
Health Promotion

Yin Ting Yanie Wong
Mathematics

1 AU joins families in congratulating those graduates who have made an AU education part of their family traditions. 
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School of Public Affairs

Degrees Awarded, August 2023

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Neko Michelle Castleberry
Public Administration and Policy
Examining the Direct and Indirect  
Effects of Contraceptive Access

Sarah Chung
Public Administration and Policy
The Effects of Air Pollution on School 
Absenteeism, Health, and Crime

James Robert Ellis
Public Administration
Who Uses and Benefits from  
Post-Secondary Academic Advising

Joohyung Park
Public Administration and Policy
Three Essays on Bureaucracy and Democracy: 
A Bureaucratic Reputation Approach to U.S. 
Federal Rulemaking

Alyssa Maevonne Purdy
Justice, Law and Criminology
Conditions of Confinement for  
Death-Sentenced Individuals in 2019

Divya Ramjee
Justice, Law and Criminology
Why Can’t We Agree On What We Can’t See?: 
Challenges in Understanding Cyber Threats 
and U.S. Policy Implications

Xiaoyang Xu
Public Administration and Policy
A Model of Representative Bureaucracy:  
Three Essays on Representation

MASTER OF ARTS

Aidan T. Caggiano
Political Science

Rebecca P. Dixon
Political Communication

Scott Hong
Political Science

Zacheriah L. Quimby
Political Communication

Anna Therese Ross
Political Communication

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION

Tchamie J. Aleka

Jane Rebecca Asher

Tyler Becklund

Christopher Fields

Alexander Harris

Anja Elise Hill

Gerald Jeandron

David Steele

Kleo Torres

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION  
AND POLICY 

Hanna Ahmaripour

Caitlin Marie Burke Bailey

Natalie Jane Bashner

Elli Blonde

Jeremy Britt

Emily Bruns

Lucas Cabral

Harrison L. Cann

Matthew C. Cerone

Marina Resnik Denicoff

Rachel Evans

Laurentiis M. Gaines Jr.

Miriam Galecki

Charline Ganthier-Cine

Jacob D. Glessner

Andrea Mary Guscott

Sydney K. Heise

Doeg R. Joseph

Alexa Kane

Marquise A. Lawrence

Kisha Z. Lim

Samantha Kay-Daleiden Marshall

Allyson McCain

Maggi McClanahan

Nichole C. Menor

Jessica H. Nager

Donald O’Brien

Stacia Odenwald

Axelle S. Onadja

Jean Paul Pichardo

Azeb Pickett

Jennifer Lea Prather

Miura Pepper Rempis

Bridget Resse

Christopher Renard Lee Rucker II

Chacey Alexandra Schoeppel

Rylie Elizabeth Shewbridge

Kelley Sargent Smith

Catherine Sylva

Mairead Conway Treanor

Natalie J. Valachovic

Anthony Trevor Wirtz-Farley

I’esha Deshay Wynn

Noah Zeker

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
POLICY 

Julia Armstrong

Donna Calderone

Agustinus Iman Ceunfin

Daniel Jameson Diana

Danielle Porter DiPietro

Jackson S. Eberts

Kaitlin Ferguson

Sam Harris Friedberg

Emma Hecker

Michelle Erica Jones

Philip S. Mullenix

Nathan Christopher Parker

Shannon Vyvijal

Anna E. Whalen
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MASTER OF SCIENCE

Daniel Adam
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Tandeka Akankunda
Justice, Law and Criminology

Abdulmajeed Alhawsawi
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Emily Maria Aspinwall
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Jessica M. Baker
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Kemba R. Barnes
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Ariel Behar
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Mary-Katherine Cain
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Jessica Joelle Erro
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Carrigan S. Eyrolles
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Zoe E. Feltman
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Charles Connor Hinson
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Makayla E. Kanavy
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Jaehee Lee
Data Science

Julianna Marie Lopez
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Justin Maurina
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Anthony John Novak
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Heather Lynn Reyes
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Karina M. Rutledge
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Alexandra Saldana
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Jack J. Slattery
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Austin LaVaughn Stanley
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Justin T. Trotman
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Karl VonZabern
Data Science

Jasmine Marie Rosario Wilkens
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Dilyara Adilkhanova
Political Science

Colette Rose Bagan
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Katharine Boydell Birgbauer
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Chyna A. Brodie
Political Science
cum laude

Andrew M. Cianciolo
Political Science

Summer Christine Cirino
Political Science
Spanish Studies

Lily Conti
Justice and Law

Javon Gregory Darrien
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Lillian B. Frame
Political Science

Cormac B. Glynn
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude

Joan Yeju Kim
Justice and Law

Paige Jaeyonn Kouh
Justice and Law

Jacqueline Mary Lynch-Bartek
Political Science
Justice and Law
cum laude

Anna G. Malin
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Benjamin Abraham Mermel
Political Science
Legal Studies

Jadyn Newman
Justice and Law
Communication: Film and Media Arts
cum laude
American University Honors

Marta Perez Pire Martin
Legal Studies

Morgan Avon Price
Justice and Law

Amanda Rice
Justice and Law
magna cum laude

Brooke N. Rondeau
Political Science

Kevin Bradley Schmidek
Political Science
summa cum laude

Noah Albert Shulman
Political Science

Andrea Vidrio
Political Science

Michael Troy Yaccino
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Catherine J. Anderson
Data Sciences for Justice,  
Law and Criminology

Jasmine Alicia Rose Williams
Data Sciences for Justice,  
Law and Criminology
magna cum laude
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Degree Candidates, December 2023

MASTER OF ARTS

Christen Blades
Political Science

Mikayil Guluzade
Political Science

Anna Corinne J. Huffman
Political Communication

Joseph John Lavicka Jr.
Political Science

Mackenzi B. Matthews
Political Science

Laura Manuela Segovia Barberi
Political Communication

Brian Yoakam
Political Science

MASTER OF  
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Madelyn Eileen Amos

O’Schae Tamar Esedra Burris

Meghan Elizabeth Butler

William Canellakis

Edier S. Cossio Mosquera

Christian J. Damiana

Kristin Anne Damigella

Lina Duo

Lauren Anne Ellis

Robert M. Forristal

Dakota James Gardner

Katarina Gabrielle Grohs

Maurice Achilles Hubbard

Trevor D. Jones

Kaylin Kaufman

Alexis Danielle Klein

Joshua S. Mitchum

Christine Chioma Nwachukwu

Jane Evans Reffelt

Allison Joy Rosenstock

Adam T. Safran

Vanessa Salazar Hoyos

Whitney A. Sarkodie

Yiming Tang

Nicolle Yaranga

MASTER OF  
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION  
AND POLICY

Amber D. Abernathy

Bennuaube A. Amen

Margaret Berger

Nicholas Eugene Collins

Christopher R. Digirolomo

Blanca L. Gamez

Rory J. Gold

Brenda M. Hernandez

Damon J. King

Richard Alexander Madrigal

Sabina T. Maldonado

Benjamin R. Mandel 1

Domenic Meffe

Abigail Vijandjua Nainda

Nicole Hope Neifeld

Kelan Roark O’Brien

Frank T. Santana

Hanna Shukran

Madison K. Somogyi

Joseph Mario Tortorici

Rupert Ventenilla Wolfert

MASTER OF PUBLIC POLICY

Genaro Ernesto Almeida Dickens

Sarah Bradach

Scott Andrew Brennwald

Jessica M. Carey

Luca A. Consalvi

Andrew G. Fung

Lucero Gamez

Eleanor Goodall Hahn

Benjamin Wittner Hughes

Timothy Francis Jackson

Adam H. Kellermann

James Koch

Rose N. Laoutaris

Jack Leinwand

Joseph Leitmann-Santa Cruz

Oriana N. Ma

Danyella Ngoy Mulunda

Aaditi Narayanan

Elodie Isa Yanah Amina Offord

Madison L. Poremsky

Emily R. Profeta

Mark Puig

Robert Eli Roseman

Veer Sawhney

Olivia Florence Spaccasi

Olivia Claire Triska

Paul Waters

Tevin Williams

Midian Girmai Yohannes

Stephanie Nara Yoon

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Abdulaziz Dkhayel B. Alenezi
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Mohammed Ibrahim Alhadhariti
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Abdulrahman Saud Alhesayan
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Mufarrj Alsubaiy
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Brett Asher
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Austin Brooks
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Katharine O. Buehl
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

William John Cavanaugh
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Tanya Chavez
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Carlisle Cooper
Justice, Law and Criminology

Jenna M. Dauria
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Marissa Marie Eagen
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Carlie M. Fikse
Justice, Law and Criminology

Benjamin R. Hagan
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Brenda Y. Hamicha
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy
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Olivia W. Hom
Justice, Law and Criminology

Bisma Zahid Hussain
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Dohyun Im
Justice, Law and Criminology

Abbas Ispahany
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Channdon Nadyne Johnson
Justice, Law and Criminology

Jennifer Lopez
Data Science

Clare M. MacRitchie
Justice, Law and Criminology

Mattie Margaret Malone
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Julieta Marino Tartaglino
Justice, Law and Criminology

Christian P. Matos
Justice, Law and Criminology

Emma Helena McCusker
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Ryan Michael Price
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Cecily Marie Roldan
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Betsabe Rosas
Justice, Law and Criminology

Taylor N. Roth
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Ryan J. Ruffin-Hawthorn
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Katherine Cassandra Sperow
Data Science

Maeve Stewart
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Lily JoAnn Stockbridge
Data Science

Emily Grace Stratmoen
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Bianca S. Taylor
Justice, Law and Criminology

Sara Elizabeth Vogel
Justice, Law and Criminology

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Ameerah Adetoro
Justice and Law
summa cum laude

Dylan M. Ambrose
Political Science

Charity S. Arrington
Justice and Law
Psychology

Alexander Douglas Engel Aurin
Political Science

Sophie Shaiya Balmagiya
Political Science
summa cum laude

Jada Anix Barrett
Legal Studies
magna cum laude

Brooke M. Bartschat
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude

Alexis Samantha Bernstein
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
summa cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Daniel J. Berryman
Justice and Law

Gifty Adwoa Achiaa Boanoh
Justice and Law

Adia Tarai Bracy
Political Science

Benjamin Eyles Bradfield
Legal Studies
magna cum laude

Matthew C. Burgaleta
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude

Kevin T. Busse
Political Science

Abigail Butterick
Political Science
cum laude

Andrew M. Capasso
Political Science

Ian Harrison Caplan
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude
American University Honors
School of Public Affairs Honors

Romayit Masresha Cherinet
Justice and Law

August Michael Clarke
Political Science
Literature

Micah Leann Cobb
Justice and Law
cum laude

Lauren Anne Considine
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
summa cum laude

Jordana Conti
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Rosalia Dalton
Political Science
summa cum laude

Frank Irving Hunter Davis
Justice and Law

Harrison Sang Jin West Davis
Political Science
magna cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

James Arwood Davis III
Political Science

Jordyn M. Dawley
Political Science
History

Ana Edmee Delgadillo Gillis
Justice and Law

Nicole Katherine Donelan
Political Science

Kyle Joseph Duffy
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude
American University Honors
School of Public Affairs Honors

Mason Dunning
Political Science

Emma Dupuis
Justice and Law

Parthav Srinivasan Easwar
Political Science
magna cum laude

Vannice Capri Evans
Justice and Law
cum laude

Noah Samuel Feinberg
Justice and Law

Britney M. Fisher
Justice and Law
Psychology
summa cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

1 AU joins families in congratulating those graduates who have made an AU education part of their family traditions. 
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Anna C. Gephart
Political Science
summa cum laude

Morgan B. Goldberg
Legal Studies
magna cum laude

Thomas Alexander Gordon
Political Science

Thomas D. Grishaber
Political Science

Michaela J. Gruber
Justice and Law
Psychology
magna cum laude

Stephen Michael Haecker
Political Science
cum laude

Lucy Hays
Political Science
summa cum laude
School of Public Affairs Honors

Kaya Hencke
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
summa cum laude

Grace Ann Hogue
Political Science
magna cum laude

Katherine Claire Holzapfel
Political Science

Amaiya Jones
Political Science

Iman Khosrodad 1
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Emma Ruth Langsam
Justice and Law

Ehren J. Layne
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Lily Jia Malin
Justice and Law
summa cum laude

Lucy K. Matthews
Legal Studies

Natalie Lynn McCarthy
Justice and Law
summa cum laude
School of Public Affairs Honors
Community-Based Research Scholar

Lauren Eily McEwen
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude
Politics, Policy, and Law Scholar

Jordyn Christina McIntosh
Legal Studies

Chloe McKeown
Political Science
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
summa cum laude
School of Public Affairs Honors

Noah James McKilligan
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Alexa Renee McNeil
Political Science

Adrianna D. Milice
Justice and Law
Philosophy
cum laude

Jacob Ryan Minnick
Political Science

Chioma Nwomeh
Political Science
American University Honors

Dominic Panarese
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Madeline Park
Political Science
Asia, Pacific, and Diaspora Studies
cum laude

Laura Beatrice Polomis
Political Science
Language and Area Studies: German/Europe
summa cum laude

Allyson L. Porter
Political Science
Economics
summa cum laude

Jackson E. Reynolds
Political Science

Lauren Riojas
Political Science
cum laude

Elianna M. Rivera
Political Science

Renan I. Rocha
Political Science

Kelly Raquel Romero
Justice and Law

Isabelle Mae Ruban
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Kayah M. Ryerson
Political Science
summa cum laude
American University Honors
School of Public Affairs Honors

Sam Tyler Schalleur
Justice and Law
Psychology

Evan John Schweickert
Justice and Law

Jeremy David Sitnick
Justice and Law

Jared D. Smith
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude
School of Public Affairs Honors

Remy Elle Sorensen
Political Science

Damon Spells Jr.
Justice and Law

Jenna Lin Stetter
Legal Studies
cum laude

Emily Laura Stingle
Justice and Law
summa cum laude

Madison Leigh Sullivan
Political Science
magna cum laude

Nathan Surmeian
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude
Politics, Policy, and Law Scholar

Nana A. Sylla
Political Science

Stella Thé
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude

Clara R. Tully
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude

David Joseph Vitt
Political Science
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Edward V. Vitulli
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Ella A. Yard
Justice and Law
Legal Studies

Roseanna Yeganeh-Kazemi
Political Science
summa cum laude
American University Honors

Griffin Roy Young
Political Science
Economics
summa cum laude
School of Public Affairs Honors

Daniel D. Zaretsky
Political Science
magna cum laude
American University Honors

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Adeline Therese Berle
Data Sciences for Political Science

Nora Elizabeth Lewis
Data Sciences for Justice,  
Law and Criminology
magna cum laude

Michael Edward Taffe
Data Sciences for Justice,  
Law and Criminology
magna cum laude

Genevieve Elaine Wallace
Data Science
Psychology

1 AU joins families in congratulating those graduates who have made an AU education part of their family traditions. 
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School of Communication

Degrees Awarded, August 2023

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Junki Nakahara
Communication
Contested “Japaneseness” in the Hybrid  
Media System: Nationalism and Xenophobia  
in News Media and Twitter Networks

MASTER OF ARTS

Akinfolarin Oladipo Akinwande
Film and Media Production

Ibrahim Aksoy
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Bridget Florence Anzano
Strategic Communication

Katrina Binutu
Communication: Producing Film,  
Television, and Video

Emily Marie Blair
Strategic Communication

Jason Wendell Bunyan
Communication: Producing Film,  
Television, and Video

Kiara Jasmine Burwell
Communication: Producing Film,  
Television, and Video

Daniel Chang Contreras
Political Communication

Kierra Dean
Strategic Communication

Olivia Rafaela Castilla Diaz
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Elizabeth L. Dysart
Political Communication

Elizabeth Anne Zion Eaglin
Strategic Communication

Samantha Eisner Eley
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Alexander Fernandez
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Ileana Rayne Garnand
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Hayden Godfrey
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Solène Guarinos
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Sean P. Hanner
Strategic Communication

Nami Hijikata
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Shelby E. Kay-Fantozzi
Media, Technology, and Democracy

Ilia L. Kowalzik
Game Design

Savannah Leigh Kuchar
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Hyatt Mamoun
Film and Media Production

Karol Keza Muvunyi
Strategic Communication

Jessica Lauren Newell
Strategic Communication

Keith P. Newell
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Joseph Miles Newton
Strategic Communication

Jamie Nicole Numark
Strategic Communication

Julia Nicole Parker
Strategic Communication

Asia-Simone Christine Powell
Strategic Communication

Alexandra Rivera
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Mika Arriana Robinson
Strategic Communication

Amy Danielle Rothschild
Strategic Communication

Nathaniel Schrader
Film and Media Production

Emily Caroline Seymour
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Aleksandra Shatokhina
Strategic Communication

Ronnie Simon III
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Sophia Nicole Steele
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Madison Brooke Stephens
Strategic Communication

Shwetha Surendran
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Miriam Thurber
Strategic Communication

Campbell Peter Urrutia
Strategic Communication

Baosen Wang
Strategic Communication

Nicole Yu
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Olivia Alafriz
Communication: Journalism
Political Science

Emily T. Bisk
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Kate Brooks
Communication: Film and Media Arts
cum laude

Raven Nicole Calloway
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Madison Jean Defrancesco
Communication: Journalism

Susana Sofia De Souza Gonzalez-Revilla
Communication Studies
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Dinh Quynh Lan Anh
Communication Studies

Nora A. Glynn
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
cum laude

Qinyi He
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Ted Jacobs
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Noah J. Lifson
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
magna cum laude

Margaux R. Merz
Communication Studies

Rachana Pokkuluri
Communication: Journalism
Justice and Law

Elizabeth Maria Posada
Communication: Journalism

Hoda S. Shehata
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
cum laude
American University Honors

Jullian T. Sweeney
Communication: Journalism

Milica Georgia Tanchevski
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Eryn Sydney Tucker
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Degree Candidates, December 2023

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Margaret Clifford
Communication
Common Sense and the Chaotic Aggregate: 
Three Systematic, Empirical Studies of Climate 
Change According to IPCC Summary Reports, 
Instagram Posts, and Comment Threads

Chelsea Leigh Horne
Communication
In Settings We Trust: The Privacy  
Battle for Choice and Control

Mariana Sanchez Santos
Communication
Who Leads Who Follows? Analyzing  
the Agenda Building Power of the Media  
and Political Actors on Twitter During the  
2018 Presidential Election in Mexico

MASTER OF ARTS

Omar Aburmishan
Communication: Producing Film,  
Television, and Video

Mohamed Alqubaisi
Strategic Communication

Cristina Blasco
Film and Media Production

Christopher Vincent Cunetto
Film and Media Production

Summer Lily Egan
Strategic Communication

Shauna Riley Fuhs
Strategic Communication

Zhuqing Gao
Film and Media Production

Christopher John Gilbert
Film and Video

Liliana Paola Huaraca Bruno
Political Communication

Cameron D. Lawson
Communication: Producing Film,  
Television, and Video

Mingheng Li
Game Design

Bryanna Jade Miller
Media, Technology, and Democracy

Caroline Mobley
Strategic Communication

Brandon Michael Morales
Strategic Communication

Lalini Keshini Pedris
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Connor Ronan Preen
Media, Technology, and Democracy

Lucas Joseph Calvi Rooney
Film and Media Production

Brianna E. Starks
Strategic Communication

Victoria F. Vega
Strategic Communication

Joshua Patrick Walker
Strategic Communication

McKenzie K. Yoakam
Film and Media Production

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Anselm A. Beach Jr.
Film and Media Arts

Heather Brumley
Film and Media Arts

Trey C. Campbell
Film and Media Arts

Joshua Yehun Joe
Film and Media Arts

Ashley Lorraine Luke
Film and Electronic Media

Hélène Lupa
Games and Interactive Media

L Cedeño Miller
Film and Media Arts

Courtland Dianne Sutton
Film and Media Arts

Marissa L. Woods
Film and Media Arts

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Camille Victoria Barsa
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Seeley Björkstén
Communication: Film and Media Arts
magna cum laude

Elyse C. Blanchard
Foreign Language and Communication Media
summa cum laude

Isabella C. Brown
Communication: Journalism
Political Science
summa cum laude

Qian Chen
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Sydné Marie Chesson
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Meaghan Davis
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Justus M. Demarest
Foreign Language and Communication Media

Sarah C. Donato
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Lauren Easley
Communication Studies
magna cum laude
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Sarah Nicole Flakus
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
summa cum laude

Andrew J. Hall
Communication: Journalism
cum laude

Piper Hamm
Communication: Film and Media Arts

John Mason Hay
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Graviela Hernandez-Sosa
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Ji Ru Huang
Communication Studies

Rosalie Jung
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Elijah Kelly-Taylor
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Jisung Kim  
Communication: Journalism

Haley Komer  
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Jordan Miran Leonard
Foreign Language and Communication Media
magna cum laude

Abigail Rose Leszczuk
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
cum laude

Catherine Mary Mann
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Patricia Groome McGee
Communication: Journalism
cum laude

Grace Porter Nazarian
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Emma Caroline Nicholson
Communication: Journalism
magna cum laude

Zian Niu
Communication Studies

Riley Onsi
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Andrew Joseph Powers
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Daniela Preldakaj
Communication Studies
cum laude

Spencer Andrew Robertson
Communication: Film and Media Arts
magna cum laude

Lucas G. Smith
Communication: Journalism

Eamon Sugarman
Communication: Film and Media Arts
magna cum laude

Mingwei Sun
Communication Studies
cum laude

Lily Celeste Sweeting
Communication: Journalism

Hanna Jordan Weinstein
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
cum laude

Samantha Hope Winters
Communication: Film and Media Arts
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Washington College of Law

Degrees Awarded, August 2023

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
AND TECHNOLOGY

Miguel Bastos Alvarenga

Keren Kyoung Eun Yang

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
AND TRADE LAW

Essa Khan

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
HUMANITARIAN LAW

Natalia Sofia Gago Hidalgo

Laura Melissa Orjuela Rodriguez

Adolfo Pineda Carvajal

Marta E. Sanchez

Seigner Toledo Vargas

Hanh Hong Vu

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
LEGAL STUDIES

Tilahun Adamu Zewudie

MASTER OF LAWS IN  
LAW AND GOVERNMENT

George Kow Imbeah

JURIS DOCTOR

Sierra Nicole Kennedy

Salim Rashid

Phoenix J. Ray

Degrees Awarded, October 2023

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES

Tonya Michelle Andrews

J’Lyn R. Bryant

Julie Davids

Kieshia Nicole Devezin  

Nekeya M. Graham  

Melissa A. McCleary

Jessica Nelson

Rhonda N. Owens

Michelle T. Ramsaroop-Francis

Malcohm Fitzgerald Randolph
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Degree Candidates, December 2023 

DOCTOR OF JURIDICAL 
SCIENCE

Rafaela Araujo Rodrigues

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
AND TECHNOLOGY

Cybel Nyen Ekpa

Berilyn Fombu Injoh

Momina Imran

Israel Oluwafemi Olawunmi

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL 
ARBITRATION AND  
BUSINESS LAW

Maxim Baturin

Adaeze Blessing Mgbeahuru

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
AND TRADE LAW

Ahmad Alqwasmi

Marshall Mukunga Maina

Gerard Esemola Mosolo

Chidiebere Emmanuel Okafor

Swachita Ravi

Stephanie Sanchez Peña Kushida

Mopelola Oluwadamilare Soneye

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
HUMANITARIAN LAW

Fayez Muqbil Almutairi

Marcelo Andrade de Azambuja

Claudia Lorena Díaz Martínez

Luisa K. Espinal González

Dagmawit Gebremariam

Lucas Emmanuel Gomez

Matthew Eric Bruce Ilsley

Timothy Michael MacArthur

Beatriz Martinez Rios

Karen Dayana Mosquera Palacios

Daniel Ortegón Tovar

Cajetan Chikwado Osisioma

Fray David Peralta Ruben

Winifred A. Samuels

Claudia Tinoco  

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
LEGAL STUDIES

Joyce Divina Bongongo

Jia-Roan Chen

Han Seul Cho

Natallia Karkanitsa

Uzoamaka Obu

Valery  Orock

Jaqueline Pereira da Silva

MASTER OF LAWS IN  
LAW AND GOVERNMENT

Demi-lee Mpati

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES

Elisha Victoria Joy Azize

Mohammed (Moe) H. Barakat

Sarah Berman

Megan Brown

Kelly Frances Cooper  

Katherine Elizabeth Dixon

Lina Maria Echeverri

Michael Fisher

Marcia Hill

Amber B. Jackson

Makeze Z. Javid

Jasmine L. Jones

Nicole M. Kotler

Alison D. Manning

Joann Manugh-Khaloyan

Hannah Grace Maurer

Alexandra Marie Mondlak

John Mitchell Norton

Zachary A. Sizemore

Deidre T. Thompson

Sharan Verma

Shiann Kay Windt

JURIS DOCTOR

Sarah Elizabeth Farrell

Hannah Hancock

Margaret Rose Heftler

Aria Veronica Janiszewski

Stephanie Jean-Louis

Shalini Lakhani

Julie Ann Orozco    

William Jack Pickett

Parker Mount Reynolds

Riva-Niger Smith

Kevin R. Taub



f o u n d e d  1 9 5 5

f o u n d e d  1 9 5 7

f o u n d e d  1 9 7 5

f o u n d e d  2 0 2 1
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ORDER OF EVENTS
Kogod School of Business

School of International Service 

School of Education

Professional Studies

Sylvia M. Burwell, University President, Presiding

STUDENT PROCESSIONAL Prelude Brass Ensemble

FACULTY AND PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

WELCOME President Burwell

NATIONAL ANTHEM Luke Stowell, School of International Service

INVOCATION Reverend Bryant Oskvig, University Chaplain

INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKERS Raymond Lu Ming Ou, Vice President, Student Affairs

STUDENT ADDRESSES Jermaine D. Gassaway, Graduate Speaker, School of Education

Yin Ting Yanie Wong, Undergraduate Speaker,  
Kogod School of Business

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE Vicky M. Wilkins, Acting Provost and Chief Academic Officer

President Burwell

Vivek H. Murthy

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Vivek H. Murthy, Doctor of Science, Honoris Causa 

PRESIDENT’S CHARGE TO GRADUATES President Burwell

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES Acting Provost Wilkins

CONFERRAL OF DOCTORAL DEGREES President Burwell

Shannon Hader, Dean, School of International Service

Corbin M. Campbell, Acting Co-Dean, School of Education

Rodney Hopson, Acting Co-Dean, School of Education

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S  
AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES

Acting Provost Wilkins

CONFERRAL OF MASTER’S AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES President Burwell

Shannon Hader, Dean, School of International Service

Corbin M. Campbell, Acting Co-Dean, School of Education

Rodney Hopson, Acting Co-Dean, School of Education

Wendy Boland, Dean of Graduate and Professional Studies

David Marchick, Dean, Kogod School of Business

RECESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

(Audience will rise and remain standing until the platform 
party, faculty, and graduates have left the arena.)
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MARSHALS

Thomas Merrill
Faculty Trustee
Chair, Faculty Senate
University Marshal

Lilian Baeza-Mendoza
Faculty Trustee
Past Chair, Faculty Senate
Faculty Marshal

Wendy Boland
Doctoral Marshal

Ayman Omar
Kogod School of Business 

Rachel Robinson
School of International Service 

Olatokunbo Fashola 
School of Education  
 
Beverly Peters 
Professional Studies 

FLAG BEARERS

Elana Caparco
School of International Service 
United States Flag Bearer

Malick B. Jagne
Kogod School of Business 
District of Columbia Flag Bearer

David Philip Anderson
Professional Studies 
American University Flag Bearer

Maisha Maliha Hoque, SIS/BA ’18
Alumni Flag Bearer
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Kogod School of Business

Degrees Awarded, August 2023

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Prichard Nkosiyabo Moyo

Kennedy Iman Perry

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Grace Olutayo Adekoya
Sustainability Management

Diana Akopyan
Marketing

Sarah Maria Anthony
Marketing

Ankhil Baasantseren
Finance

Fatima Bibi
Sustainability Management

Alissa Faith Boggs
Sustainability Management

Alison A. Cabrera
Sustainability Management

Karen Johanna Campos Quintero
Sustainability Management

Sion Deganus
Marketing

Stephen Eisenson
Sustainability Management

Aaron B. Fleming
Accounting

Kevin Christopher Fox
Marketing

Tessa Jean Goodman
Sustainability Management

Amirsalar Jafari Gorizi
Sustainability Management

Sarthak Jain
Marketing

Aminata Nyara Kamara
Marketing

Jiaming Kang
Marketing

Noman Karedia
Analytics

Vats Khanna
Marketing

Caroline R. Kissack
Sustainability Management

ThankGod Steven Lawrence
Finance

Kaylia Elizabeth Leitch
Marketing

Cameron LeSage
Marketing

David Liew Teck Voon
Sustainability Management

Nicholas McCulloch
Analytics

Stephen Minor
Sustainability Management

Bhagyashree More
Sustainability Management

Denise N. Moyo
Marketing

Kelsey Murlless
Sustainability Management

Alireza Nabizadeh Shandiz
Marketing

Omri Yitzhak Nahmias
Sustainability Management

Nguyễn Hoàng Hiền Giang
Marketing

Daniel Noriega
Sustainability Management

Brunna Paiva Rocha
Marketing

Swochchhanda Pandey
Marketing

Sanghee Park
Management

Phùng Tú Nhi
Marketing

Victoria Portela Rosado
Sustainability Management

Dalton Prosper
Accounting

Chandler N. Randol
Sustainability Management

Mohamed Hossameldin Saleh
Analytics

Annabelle Leigh Sharp
Sustainability Management

Stephon T’angelo Smith
Sustainability Management

Deepa Anjali Telang
Accounting

Amos Teye Tetteh
Sustainability Management

Brenda Togo
Sustainability Management

Gabriela Vidad
Sustainability Management

Mitchell Edward Webster
Sustainability Management

Laura Wilkinson
Marketing

Jiajie Xu
Marketing

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Ziyuan Gao
Finance

Yazhuo Huang
Finance

Aekam K. Sandhu
Finance

Shengliang Sun
Finance

Siyue Xu
Business and Entertainment

Sarah Shaw Carr Yoest
Business and Entertainment

Wei Zhao
Finance
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Dema Alharbi

Jumana Anabtawi

Adriana Sofia Arias Rodriguez

Eugenio Andres Baittiner Morales

Haopeng Chen

Haoyu Chen

Mia Teresa De Molina

Manuel A. Espaillat

Felipe Antonio Kafie Batres

Frank Norman Laporta

Maxwell G. Lawton-Yoder

Noah A. Lee

Yu Li

Xinyue Liang

Haoyu Lin

Herani D. Mideksa

Zefan Mo

Emily Anne Naylor

Hannah L. Pettersson

Xiaozhou Qi

Thein Htike San

Efe Saritas

Kevin Bradley Schmidek
summa cum laude

Mattias Cooper Seip

Diya Bhavesh Shah

Sam Saleh Shakarchy

Jiujiu Shen

Junfei Shen

Yalin Sun

Alexander Tamari
cum laude

Stacia M. Tomlinson-Elliotte

Hongjie Wang

Rachel Yuxin Wang

Shuhan Wu

Yixiang Zhang

Shangman Zhao
cum laude

Yifei Zhou

Haiying Zhu

Degrees Awarded, October 2023

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Diego Andres Arellano

Nicole Juliette Bautista

Stephen Caldwell Clement

Nicholas Samuel Fernandez

Lauren Marie Fitzgerald

Sarah Rose Myrlendie Gouin

Sarah Mina Han

George James Harris

Robert E. Johnson

John W. Lee

Jonathan Maher

Sandya Mylvaganam

Lydia Prakash

Harold Pridgen Jr.

Cheryl E. Richardson

Alyson Hope Selchick

Jonathan Steven Sower

Samantha Thompson

Ivana Thornton

DeJuan M. Tillman

Kelly L. Williamson

Erin Willis

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Sabiha Zala Hakimi
International Relations and Business

Austin James McCartan
International Relations and Business

Connor J. McGough
International Relations and Business

John Andrew Wyatt
International Relations and Business
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Degree Candidates, December 2023

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Laura L. Ahrens

Marcellus A. Ajiboye

Aissatou Bailo Barry

Alicia Bertsch

Diyante L. Brown

Dorian M. Carson

Cyleste Coppage

Kelly Corey

Marlys N. Dawe-Morales

Kaylor Danielle Dimes

Jamila Imani Dyer

Nazeh S. Elmahdawi

Sharon L. Fleming

Robert Gast

Amanda Lynn Giffi

Aisha Shaheedah Howard

Madeline Fuller Johnson

Chase Harrison Jones

Monet Latham

Mansha Rai Maheshwari

Nicholas Mark Oggero

Anthony Oh

Jacob Oller

Skyler Andre Prue

Karina Rosa Bogan Robinson

Brian Sanders

Lindsay T. Scott

Jasmin P. Shelton

Joseph Micheal Shy

Bomin Suh

Gino P. Vaccari

Jeffrey Michael Vogel Jr.

Kirk D. Williams II

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Lukas Adamski
Sustainability Management

Sixtus Onyekachi Agbo
Sustainability Management

Adekoya Alex Akande
Sustainability Management

Camryn Albrecht
Sustainability Management

Fatima Khurshid Aulakh
Analytics

Tiara D. Ballard
Analytics

Jordon Benjamin Bell
Real Estate

Shiela Berger
Analytics

Elena Mae Bonnefoi
Accounting

Charllene Monique Boshoff
Analytics

Adrian Christopher Cancio
Analytics

Praneeth Sai Chaparala
Analytics

Uzair Asif Cheema
Analytics

Erica L. Chiorazzi
Sustainability Management

Sean Crimmin
Analytics

Allyson Corinne DiLorenzo
Sustainability Management

Isadora Renata Do Carmo
Accounting

Madison Elizabeth Doring
Sustainability Management

Shalimir F. Eaton
Accounting

Inken Ehlers
Sustainability Management

Joseph G. Elliott
International Relations and Business

Esther Tamunosipiriye Enoch
Accounting

Adebusuyi Enoch Farodoye
Accounting

Candy Vanessa Fung Wu
Analytics

Claire E. Gellner
Analytics

Peter G. Given
International Relations and Business

Alejandro Gonzalez-Revilla
Real Estate

Yuemeng Guo
Real Estate

Michael Hsiang Hung Hsiao
Finance

Malick B. Jagne
Accounting

Daniel Jauregui-Volpe
Analytics

Sunyoung Kim
Management

Asavari Sanjay Kulkarni
Analytics

Andrew Kurz
Sustainability Management

An Yuan Liu
Finance

Chang Liu
Analytics

Zoë Cazal Mattioli
Sustainability Management

Jane Reddington Mercer
Sustainability Management

Patricia Muething
Analytics

Stefano Musetti
Analytics

Hei Tung Ng
Analytics

Oladimeji Ibrahim Odubayo
Analytics

Simbiat Omolara Omojarabi
Accounting

Mayra Ortiz
Analytics

Allison Pichon
Accounting

Brendan Powell
Sustainability Management

Rai Devang Kamalakar Snehmala
Analytics

Avinash Ramesh
Real Estate

Nicole Vanessa Ramirez
Analytics

Matthew Aaron Reinhard
Analytics

Jason Yoon Rhee
Analytics
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Allison N. Shaw
Sustainability Management

Garrett Louis Sheffels
Analytics

Jonathan D. Shields
International Relations and Business

Claudia Smajlaj
Finance

Shreyas Srinath
Analytics

Xiaoyan Tao
Accounting

Zaire Albert Thompson
Marketing Analytics

Joy Getrude Togo
Sustainability Management

Amena Turki
International Relations and Business

Alyssa Morgan Turner
Marketing Analytics

Michael Scott Tyndall
Marketing Analytics

Wei Che Wang
Analytics

Joanna Christine Ward Ortega
Sustainability Management

Fatima Warren
Analytics

Winfield Grant Willis
International Relations and Business

Yinuo Xing
Analytics

Jackie Yoon
Taxation

Ali Zaid
Finance

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Domenic Arney
Business and Entertainment

Nevin T. Baer
Finance

Nina-Marie Lourdes Cielo
Business and Entertainment

Catherine Margaret Coyne
Finance

Hanze Li
Finance

Sheng Li
Finance

Yanchi Liu
Finance
cum laude

Camila Martí Mathiss
Finance

Robert Matei
Finance

Olivia Cay Murray
Business and Entertainment

Victoria R. Smith
Business and Entertainment
summa cum laude

Yin Ting Yanie Wong
Accounting

Jiahua Wu
Accounting

Justin Eng Young
Finance
cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Hasna Alfaisal AlSaud

Isabella Berger
magna cum laude

Michael V. Bleeker

Ethan S. Boyle

Pascale Catherine Goldstein Burnett
magna cum laude
Kogod Honors

Jialong Chen

Chu Gia Binh

Deelan Dosky

Delal A. Dosky

Michael Dua
summa cum laude

Cadence Terra Forrest-Bank

Sean Harrison Gilmore

Lorenzo C. Gordon

Qingxue Jiang

Jacob Allan Juros
magna cum laude

Rutu Kohli

Ganna Kyrylenko

Dongjun Li

Kexin Li

Shengze Li

Ao Lin

Jiaxu Lin

Zhenyu Lin

Weile Liu

Melanie J. Luna

Alejandro Mata

Felipe Mattos Barretto Cunha Ferraz

Alexander Z. Mayoral

Emily C. McInally

Dang Nhat Nguyen

Pengchen Pan

Ziyang Qiao

Zhibin Qiu

Maria Christina Sarantis

Gage Donovan Sitzmann

Jiahao Sun

Anneliese Patricia Thumann

John A. Turcios

Chenyang Wang

Kiersten Rae Weed
summa cum laude

Licheng Weng

Bennett Walsh Wenzel

Guanhao Xiao

Zehao Yin

Hazem Salim Zaatari

Wenxing Zhan

Yu Zhang

Siqi Zhao

Ye Zhi

Xiaoying Zou



merican niversity  •  School of International Service 35

School of International Service

Degrees Awarded, August 2023

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

James Dylan Bryan
International Relations
When Do Citizens Change Their Minds about 
Democracy?: Three Essays Examining Support 
for Democracy among the Mass Public

Jaclyn R. Fox
International Relations
Nearing the Far (Right): From Online  
Forums to Offline Violence, How Hate  
Became Mainstream

Min Jung Kim
International Relations
Pulling the State In: Group Structures  
and the Politics of State-Building in  
Indian and Burmese Peripheries

Robert Emmett O’Keefe III
International Relations
A House Divided: Civilian Defense 
Policymaking in a Multiple-Principal System

Mashal Shabbir
International Relations
Rebelling Against the Rebellion: Explaining the 
Magnitude of Insurgent Group Disintegration

Hatem Zayed
International Relations
Hiding in Plain Sight: How Egyptian 
Nonprofit Organizations Adapt to  
Shrinking Civic Space

MASTER OF ARTS

Nicholas A. Albright
International Affairs

Anas Al-Darsani
International Relations

Ayah Alghanem
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Isabel Alvarado
International Affairs

Noora Amin
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Caleb Christopher Anderson
International Affairs

Morayo Emitha Awomoyi
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Nicholas Baball Khan
International Affairs

Edward C. Baisley
International Affairs

Nazanin Sadat Baradaran Sadati
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Ashley Barden
Global Environmental Policy

Carly Ann Beesley
International Relations

Lisa Christine Benge
International Relations

Kayla Elizabeth Berg
International Relations

Colin R. Blais
International Development

Paige C. Botjer
International Affairs

Jamila Brown
International Relations

Artem Burkhanov
International Affairs

Maren Mackenna Burling
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Fey Cardenas
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Caroline Carr
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Marcelle Chamoun-Farah
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Kyle Patrick Chaulk
International Relations

Amy Miyabi Chen
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Melissa E. Cho
International Affairs

Urmita Chowdhury
International Affairs

Emily Kristine Cuello
International Relations

Dylan J. Daniel
International Relations

Mathew James David
International Relations

Dominique Antionette Dempsey
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Lauren Dewees
International Development

Abhinav Dixit
International Affairs

Phillip Dolitsky
International Relations

Mohamed Doumbouya
Global Environmental Policy

Wyatt Lawson Downey
Global Media

Travis Lawrence DuChene
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Kiddist Emmanuel
International Relations

Youssef A. Essa
International Relations

Genelle A. S. Felix
International Development

Emily Catherine Fenn
International Affairs

Tyler J. Fielder
International Affairs

Megan Fleming
International Development

Fatoumata Zahara Fofana
International Affairs

Sarah Janelle Garcia
International Relations

Claire E. Green
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Bob Louis Greenbaum Jr.
International Affairs

Nicholas Gugerty
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Kiersten S. Hileman
International Affairs

Allegra E. Hill
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Jamie C.F. Hopkins
International Relations
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Meghan Caitlin Horgan
International Relations

Gillian Elizabeth Hotchkiss
International Affairs

Dakota Hudson
International Affairs

Andrea Rae Goertzen Jewett
International Development

Kiernan Jordan
International Affairs

Herawe Kebede
International Affairs

Campbell B. Kennedy
International Relations

Carmen E. Kerley
International Affairs

Austin M. Kilduff
International Affairs

Kumba Koroma
International Relations

Corinne LaManna
International Affairs

Arianna N. Lange
International Development

Lacey Elizabeth Lattin
International Development

William Matthew Laumann
International Relations

Karissa Renee Xiu Ling Lepley
International Relations

Aliyah T. Locke
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

David Manning
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Sarah Sakeena Marshall
International Affairs

Dana Catherine Meyers
International Affairs

Katherine G. Millet
International Affairs

Taylor Ingrid Mills
International Relations

Grace Elizabeth Montgomery
International Relations

Abel Pires Morais Jr.
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Sean L. Murphree
International Development

John Everett McDonough Murphy
International Affairs

Sokhna Ndoye
International Affairs

Daniel Oberle
International Relations

William N. Otabor
International Relations

Meera S. Patel
International Affairs

Shaela Shanice Phillips
International Development

Robert Owen Pinn
International Relations

Justin Quang Piselli
International Affairs

Merrill D. Rabinovsky
International Affairs

Chandrika Rocio Rao
International Relations

Wiley Carter Reid
International Development

William Austin Robinson
International Affairs

Nicholas Maurice Rosano
International Relations

Tyler Charles Rosner
International Affairs

Michael Patrick Ryan
International Relations

Hanish Immanuel S
International Affairs

Jasmine Salazar
International Relations

Alyssa Taylor Schiffman
International Relations

Amber Ruth Shupe
International Relations

Elias S. Smolcic Larson
International Affairs

Sarah Anne Stevens
International Development

Haley L. Stuckey
Global Environmental Policy

Sumaya Tabbah
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

James Yutaka Takeshita
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Jeremy Tyler Ursino-Downey
International Affairs

Brett A. Vazzano
International Affairs

Diana Y. Vegas
International Relations

Courtney N. Veneri
International Affairs

Kyley Cate Weigl
International Affairs

Sonia Glen Wieczorek
International Affairs

Juliette Wilder
Global Environmental Policy

Katherine F. Williamson
International Affairs

Jackson Wu-Pong
International Development

Tiffany Yearsley
International Relations

Sarkis J. Zoubian
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

MASTER OF INTERNATIONAL 
SERVICE

Faisal Mamicpic Alih

Israel Archuletta

Eric Benjamin Lies

Chelsea Danielle Marta

Arthur Carreon Sanchez

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY

Lindsay Kurlak Barclay
International Relations

Lily R. Wojtowicz
International Relations

Hatem Zayed
International Relations

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Nikita Martin
Development Management

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
GLOBAL INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS

Dorothy Condon
summa cum laude

Eric M. Mabry

Kiyomi S. Osborn
magna cum laude

Emily J. Porciello
magna cum laude

Mariana B. Salas
cum laude

Minori Sekine
cum laude
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BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Bruno Alexander Almeida
cum laude

Lisa I. Barocas

Faith M. Campbell

Nathalie Vivane Castellanos Urrego
cum laude

Rachel Leigh Corn

Arona B. Dijeng

Corey Donnelly

Ava Margaret Dussmann
cum laude

Anna J. Given
cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Ayeki-Eynem N. Gnassingbe

Jaden Gulik
cum laude

Joshua Michael Haynes

Tiffany Hidalgo

Eugenia Jorge Grullon

Anna Kouzmine

Peter J. Lakon

Lucia Perez Ortuño
magna cum laude

Jingxuan Qian

Margaux A. Renee
magna cum laude

Nate Sanders

Jeffrey James Winters

Genevieve Elise Zdziera

Degree Candidates, December 2023

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Veronica A. Limeberry
International Relations
(Agro)Biodiversity in Resistance: Indigenous 
and Afro-Descendant Territorial Rights via 
Environmental Governance in the Americas

Chayanit Poonyarat
International Relations
Building a Nation, Breaking a Nation: 
Disparity in National Identity and Political 
Loyalty among the Muslim-Malays of Thailand

MASTER OF ARTS

Abdelhalim H. Abdelrahman
International Relations

Jacob E. Adams
International Affairs

Ismael Ali Moussa
International Relations

Ryan Elizabeth Allman
International Affairs

Abigail E. Altland
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Ethan Anderson
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Isabella Cristina Arce
International Relations

Jack Bagdadi
International Relations

Sarah Jane Bentley-Spring
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Cameron S. Betterly
International Affairs

Ashley Elizabeth Books
International Development

Aniqa Borachi
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Paige Bradshaw
International Development

Mary Katherine Brockenbrough
International Relations

Bridget V. Brown
International Affairs

Brian Arthur Carter
International Affairs

Gianfranco Chacon
International Relations

Quinn Comstock
International Affairs

Jackson Cook
International Affairs

Dianaliz Cruz Rodriguez
International Relations

Ying Dai
International Development

Nicholas Alexander Dalton
International Relations

Emily S. Daroga
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Elisabeth A. Davis
International Affairs

Maggie E. Davis
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Ayanna M. Dawkins
International Relations

Molly Jean Doran
International Relations

Ruth Josephine Edusei
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Marian Eiben
International Relations

Calvin G. Elison
International Affairs

Hajar Elyaaqoubi
International Development

Madelyn Claudine Estrella
International Relations

Adrian Terrigo Evans II
International Development

Makeda Fekede
International Development

Brian Feld
International Development

Ethan M. Feldman
International Affairs

Lee G. France
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Elka J. Franco
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Jacob L. Garland
International Affairs

Elizabeth J. Geary
International Affairs

Marcus J. Gerstein
International Relations
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Alice Susan Giles
International Relations

Gurcharan Kaur Gill
International Affairs

Alyssa Marie Glomb
International Affairs

David S. Hartnett
Global Environmental Policy

Alexandria Iadanza
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Patrick F. Johnston
International Affairs

Samuel Atkinson Kalmbach Jr.
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Deep Kaur
International Relations

Emaline Anne Keith
International Affairs

Nimra Shahbaz Khan
International Development

Feruz Kidane
International Development

James Andrew Labelle
Global Environmental Policy

Catrina Anne Lambert-Crittenden
International Affairs

Tyler Duane Laska
International Relations

Marissa Kaye Lehner
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Amy Patania Lyons
International Affairs

Trevor D. Main
International Affairs

Mike M. Makkouk
International Relations

Florena H. Makuiza
Global Environmental Policy

Dylan T. Marshall
Global Environmental Policy

Elizabeth S. Martin
International Affairs

Evan L. Maslin
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Kristen Brianna Mason
International Relations

Aaron J. McDuffie
International Affairs

Damien A. Michlitsch
International Affairs

Kevin Patrick Mills
International Development

Sarah Nicole Montesclaros
International Relations

Genesis Morales Nater
International Development

Elizabeth Pearl Morgan
International Relations

Jonathan George Morrisey
International Affairs

Gabriela J. Muniz Colon
International Relations

Austin Tice Myers
International Relations

Christopher J. Myers
International Relations

Peter Michael O’Donnell
International Affairs

Rhossy Paul Ouanzin Gbebri
International Relations

Peace O. Oyekola
International Affairs

Michelina Jean Partipilo
International Affairs

Gabriel T. Passen
International Relations

Salma Nisaa Rahaman
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Narupat Rattanakit
International Affairs

Andrea Rodriguez Burckhardt
International Affairs

Raelyn J. Rowland
International Relations

Rhianon Nicole Small
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Kayla Berkley Smith
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Joseph Anthony Soltis
International Relations

Helen Cristina Souki Reyes
International Affairs

Terrie Soule
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Samuel T. Sparks
International Affairs

Sarah M. Sterner
International Relations

Matthew S. Stone
International Relations

Lauren M. Sura
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Rachel Erin Tate
International Relations

Heaven Teferra
International Affairs

Dylan J. Thomas
International Affairs

Elise B. Thompson
International Affairs

Paul T. Thorne-Keziah
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Justin A. Tobey
International Affairs

Tristan Trotter
International Relations

Hallie Velez
International Relations

Tripp W. Wickard
International Affairs

Caylee Marie Winpigler
International Relations

Savannah Renee Wood
International Relations

Abdulelah Nezar Yamani
International Affairs

Stacey Anne Kealoha Zintgraff
Global Environmental Policy

MASTER OF  
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

Megan L. Brown

Janyse Cabatu

John Campbell

Joseph P. Ferris

Brent Michael Healey

Kevin Keen

Clare Hughes O’Donnell

Mario A. Oliva

Jessica R. Orr Flinchum

Anthony Ryan Saineghi

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY

Jeffrey Thomas Hallock
International Relations
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BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Asa Shapiro Abrahamson

Carmen Zaira Aguirre

Stephen Keefe Ailinger
summa cum laude

Jimena Sofia Aja Saldaña

Andre L. Angeline

Anushe Ashraf

Tessa Carol Barlyn

Alyssa Carol Basch
summa cum laude

Margaret Kathleen Battcher

Ella E. Bergendahl

Mikyla J. Bethune
Global Scholar

William M. Betz

Micayla Billouin
cum laude

Emma Victoria Kissel Bittner 1

Nikhita A. Borkar
magna cum laude

Abigail Morgan Boteler
magna cum laude 

Ann D. Bradley

Matthew August Ho-Ching 
Brandenburger

Dominic Franco Brunaccioni
cum laude

Christoph Lucas Buhler

Lucas Shaun Burgard
magna cum laude

Amelia H. Burke
magna cum laude

Elsie Marie Bustamante Letts
magna cum laude

Marina Elizabeth Campos
cum laude

Elana G. Caparco
summa cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Tatiana Victoria Chaves 1

Rebekah G. Chikuni
magna cum laude

Elizabeth A. Chua
magna cum laude

Ava Elizabeth Clarcq
cum laude

Juliana E. Cote
summa cum laude
Global Scholar

Jaime Eduardo Crespo Valdes

Adaire M. Criner

William Darrenkamp
Second Major in Environmental Studies
magna cum laude

Nicholas A. Dawson
cum laude

Adelina Decius
Second Major in Economics

Luciana T. Di Donna

Maxwell Downing
magna cum laude

Ella Ingrid Doyle

Fatima Eltom Elsheikh
magna cum laude

Kamran A. Fareedi

Margaret Rose Fenton
summa cum laude

Carly Ann Ford

Clayton Mitchell Fowler

Ashley Carolina Frago

Karissa Sherese Frederick

Mariah Ann Freedman
Community-Based Research Scholar

Angelina Lucia Olivia Freeman
summa cum laude

Myria S. Garcia
summa cum laude

Elizabeth F. Kelley
magna cum laude

Sajid Khan
Global Scholar

Michael Khattabi
magna cum laude

Jessica A. Knowles

Mia Hwang Lanphear
cum laude

Alya S. Lawindo
magna cum laude

Dean William Lefebvre
cum laude

Morgan Daniel LeMelle

Daijie Li

Brody M. Loghman-Adham
summa cum laude

Jenna Macksoud
magna cum laude

Jackson R. Mandel
summa cum laude
Global Scholar

Brooke Jolene Mantone

Flavia Marroni
magna cum laude

Ginger Helen Matchett
magna cum laude

Nia Antoinette McBean-Linton
summa cum laude

Abigail Marie McDonough
summa cum laude

Sumaya A. Mohamed
magna cum laude

Caitlin C. Murphy
cum laude

June Ashley Wangari Mwaniki
cum laude

Onuchi Olive Ndee
Second Major in Justice and Law
summa cum laude

Shea A. Neary
cum laude

Nikola G. Neufeld
summa cum laude
Global Scholar

Azadeh Roshanna Nicholson
cum laude
Global Scholar

E. Claire Nicolae

Evan Yelyashkevich Padilla

Laurel M. Parker
cum laude

Hannah Nicole Pell
summa cum laude
American University Honors

Sanaa Amari-Joi Phinizy
magna cum laude
Global Scholar

Henry J. Puchalsky

Veer Puri

Jiayi Ren

Aryel N. Richards

Allison N. Ringel
summa cum laude

Caitlin M. Rissmiller
summa cum laude

Ashley Roberson

Caroline Downey Routh
summa cum laude

Maheen Safian
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Morgan Elizabeth Sattler

Isabella Sehidoglu

Anna Victoria Sida
cum laude

Skurnik
Second Major in Political Science
cum laude

Luke Thomas Smith
summa cum laude

James Czik Spitz

Karissa Carolyn Stanio
summa cum laude

Henry MacLean Stone

Kai Yuen Suherwan
cum laude

Sophia Borenstein Sweeney

Trent Stephen Szczucki

Yuri Takubo
magna cum laude

Ian R. Thornbrugh

Madhumitha Thyagarajan

Terwase Tor-Agbidye 

Lan Hoang Tran

Vera J. Tsang
cum laude

Cheryl Tull
magna cum laude
Global Scholar

Josephine L. Tysor
cum laude

Jad Sasha Vianu

Roc Anderson Walker
Second Major in Economics
summa cum laude
Global Scholar

Andrew S. Ward

Bronwyn Margaret Warnock
summa cum laude

Kexin Wen

Gianna B. Wheeler

Jonas Andries Wilson

Katherine L. Winter
summa cum laude

Kathleen J. Yellin
Second Major in German Studies

Benjamin Ezra Yepez

Alexis Sujung Yim
Second Major in Economics
cum laude
Global Scholar

Sarah Yeabin Yoon

Munya Esam Yusuf Abdulla Yusuf

Ziwen Zhang
cum laude

Zian Zheng

1 AU joins families in congratulating those graduates who have made an AU education part of their family traditions. 
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School of Education

Degrees Awarded, August 2023

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Caroline Marie Decaire-Goldin
Education Policy and Leadership
Disruptive Leadership by Design: Moving 
White Women School Leaders toward a 
Freirian Definition of Praxis in Order to 
Disrupt White Supremacy Culture in  
PK–12 Workplaces

Latesha Juanita Durkins
Education Policy and Leadership
Liberatory Design for Equity in Early 
Childhood Education: A Black Feminist 
Approach to Improving Student Literacy 
Outcomes through Educator Training in  
the Science of Reading

Claire Elizabeth Gunner
Education Policy and Leadership
Student-Structured Literacy: Humanizing  
and Responsive Needs-Based Small Groups

Brandan Persaud
Education Policy and Leadership
Theory to Practice: A Guide to Building  
Teacher Knowledge of Culturally Responsive 
Teaching and Intersectionality through  
Lesson Internalization

Jasmine LaTonya Rogers
Education Policy and Leadership
When You Know Better, You Do Better:  
An Exploration of Black Language in 
Structured Literacy Lessons

MASTER OF ARTS

Cameron Arturo-Ricoe Brown
International Training & Education

Nyassa Alcinda Kollie
International Training & Education

Zheng Yang
International Training & Education

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

Saydona V. Boyd

Maria Del Pilar Garnica

Kalila Jody Ann Henry

Joy Eloho Okolagbodi

Margaret Eliot Pierce

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Judah R. Briskin
Education Policy and Leadership

Kristan Browne Swan
Education Policy and Leadership

Betty J. Collins
Education Policy and Leadership

Janine Y. Ellis
Education Policy and Leadership

Kathleen A. Frazier
Education Policy and Leadership

Anne Elizabeth Garvey
Education Policy and Leadership

Caitlin Kelly Greenwood
Education Policy and Leadership

Ryan C. Hablitz
Education Policy and Leadership

Imani Lanice Johnson
Education Policy and Leadership

Hayley E. Maltais
Education Policy and Leadership

Marisa Yaleen Miller
Education Policy and Leadership

Thaddaeus I. Mitchell
Education Policy and Leadership

Dayson J. Pasion
Education Policy and Leadership

Ashley Wallace
Education Policy and Leadership

Jewell Benai Watson-Hellkamp
Education Policy and Leadership

Brittaney Latrice Williams
Education Policy and Leadership

 



42 146th ommencement  •  December 17, 2023

Degree Candidates, December 2023

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Jasmine C. Byrd
Education Policy and Leadership
“There Is a Structure to All Forms of Oppression”: 
Shifting from Linguicism to Anti-Linguicism  
in New York Schools

Enjoli Maria Gonzalez
Education Policy and Leadership
How Can Teachers or Practitioners Effectively 
Facilitate the Shift from Deficit-Thinking 
to Asset-Based Thinking Through the 
Implementation of Culturally Responsive  
Teaching Practices?

Sarah J. Trembath
Education Policy and Leadership
Decoloniz[er]ing the Mind: A Critical Rhetoric 
and Composition Framework and Delinking 
Curriculum for Professors of First-Year Students

Teo Valdés
Education Policy and Leadership
Disrupting Language Prejudice with  
Preschool Teachers Through Critical  
Reflective Inquiry and Practice

MASTER OF ARTS

Sarvenaz Hesami
International Training and Education

Yui Itokawa
International Training and Education

Cara Zanta
Special Education: Learning Disabilities

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

Dawn Marie Boudria

Taylor A. Clark

Daijonne D. Cosby

Stacey Fersko Grant

Mosheh Yamah Garbla

Giuliana Jane Haseler

Carter Mockabee-Collins

Noreen Muhib

Tanusree Mukherjee

Brigid S. Pfeifer

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Brianna Stephanie Brown
Education Policy and Leadership

Denise A. Case
Education Policy and Leadership

Anne Marie McDaniel Crane
Education Policy and Leadership

D’mari Cyril Creque
Education Policy and Leadership

Tess Janina Dul
Education Policy and Leadership

Abraham M. Duncan-Rodriguez
Education Policy and Leadership

Jermaine Demetris Gassaway
Education Policy and Leadership

Hannah Mae Jury
Education Policy and Leadership

Katelyn H. Leydsman
Education Policy and Leadership

Neida Mendez-Castro
Education Policy and Leadership

Julia Kaitlyn Scapp
Education Policy and Leadership

Henry L. Small IV
Education Policy and Leadership

Ayesha Wahidi
Education Policy and Leadership
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Professional Studies

Degrees Awarded, August 2023

MASTER OF SCIENCE

David Philip Anderson
Measurement and Evaluation

Jacob Bruno
Sports Analytics and Management

Anna Marie DeVito
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Shelli J. Golson-Mickens
Measurement and Evaluation

Benjamin J. Goshorn
Sports Analytics and Management

James D. Hammerstedt
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Sarah Pilar Hennessy
Measurement and Evaluation

Heather Marie Hoefling
Healthcare Management

Serafina Jeffery
Healthcare Management

Kimberly D. Jewell
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Jared James LaForge
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Chelsi McGregor
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Yolimar Alexandra Morales
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Naveed Pejman
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Anna Regine Poole
Measurement and Evaluation

Segundo Roberto Sam Jr.
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Kadijah Sesay
Healthcare Management

Kimille Tiffey
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Sue M. Wong
Sports Analytics and Management

Degree Candidates, December 2023

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Katherine Marie Allen
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Heyda Alejandra Arita
Healthcare Management

Yadhira Arroyo Cruz
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Jordan Astwood-Wheaton
Sports Analytics and Management

Taha A. Baig
Sports Analytics and Management

Amanda R. Considine
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Isabel Manzano Creasman
Measurement and Evaluation

Sarah Ann Curtin
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Craig Takahiro Descoteaux
Sports Analytics and Management

Scott Fields
Sports Analytics and Management

Breanna Renee Gigler
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Sanquinetta Lelease Hart
Sports Analytics and Management

Adam Douglas Hucek
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Lia Issagholian
Healthcare Management

Sydney Lauren Kneller
Healthcare Management

George Christopher Low
Sports Analytics and Management

Nabonasar Rafael Martinez
Sports Analytics and Management

Stuart A. McArthur
Sports Analytics and Management

Max Moss
Sports Analytics and Management

Ellen Rachel Myers
Measurement and Evaluation

Adriana S. Ortiz
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Savanna Royale Parker
Sports Analytics and Management

Martha Elena Peña
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Brookes Potter
Sports Analytics and Management

Patrick Rendleman
Sports Analytics and Management

Aleksy A. Sienkowski
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Lara A. Smith
Measurement and Evaluation
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www.american.edu/commencement

American University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, personal appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family responsibilities, political affiliation, disability, source of income, place of residence or 
business, veteran status, or any other bases under federal or local laws in its programs and activities, including employment and admission. The 
university also expressly prohibits any form of sexual misconduct, including sexual harassment, dating and domestic violence, sexual assault, 
sexual exploitation, and stalking. For information, contact the assistant vice president and Title IX coordinator (equityoffice@american.edu, 
202-885-8080) at American University, 4400 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20016. UP24-110
 
In addition, a copy of the University’s Discrimination and Sexual Harassment Policy is available here.  
https://www.american.edu/policies/upload/discrimination-and-sexual-harassment-policy.pdf.
For information regarding the accreditation and licensing of American University, please visit american.edu/academics.
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