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Dear American University Degree Candidates:

Welcome to American University’s 148th Commencement! AU trustees, senior leadership, faculty, 
staff, and alumni join me in celebrating the hard work and many accomplishments that brought you 
to this important day.

We welcome you into the larger AU family of more than 150,000 alumni living in all 50 states and 
more than 170 countries.

During your time at AU, you learned from influential scholars, pursued internships in our nation’s 
capital, explored important questions, made discoveries about yourself and the world, and engaged 
in service activities, clubs, organizations, and athletics—all while building cherished memories and 
making lifelong friends.

Now more than ever, the world needs your leadership skills, your drive to serve your community, and 
your vision for a better future. I am confident that your American University education has prepared 
you to lead with purpose and make a difference in our world.

On behalf of the entire American University community, I wish you all the best as you begin the next 
chapter of your life’s journey.

Congratulations!

Jonathan R. Alger 
President
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UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION

President’s Cabinet

Jonathan R. Alger, President

Vicky M. Wilkins, Acting Provost and Chief Academic Officer

Sarah G. Baldassaro, Chief of Staff and Counselor to the President

Matthew D. Bennett,* Vice President and Chief Communications Officer

Bronté Burleigh-Jones,* Vice President, CFO, and Treasurer 

Traevena L. Byrd, Vice President, General Counsel, and Board Secretary

Nkenge Friday, Vice President, Inclusive Excellence

Steve Munson, Vice President and Chief Information Officer

Raymond Lu Ming Ou, Vice President, Student Affairs

Dan Luperchio, Interim Vice President, University Advancement

Evelyn Thimba, Vice President, Undergraduate Enrollment Management

JM Caparro, Director, Athletics and Recreation

Academic Leadership

Monica Jackson, Deputy Provost and Dean of Faculty

Linda Aldoory, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Wendy Boland, Dean of Graduate and Professional Studies

Diana Burley, Vice Provost for Research and Innovation

Jeehyun Davis, University Librarian

Shannon Hader, Dean, School of International Service 

Cheryl Holcomb-McCoy, Dean, School of Education

Heather Hughes, Interim Dean, Washington College of Law

Alison Jacknowitz, Interim Dean, School of Public Affairs

David Marchick, Dean, Kogod School of Business

Marnel Niles Goins, Dean, School of Communication

Prita Patel, Vice Provost for Academic Administration
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Academic Student Services

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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Jonathan R. Alger
Sally Amoruso 
Jennifer Axe
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Jeffrey A. Sine*
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Stuart A. Bernstein*
Paul Lucien Berry*‡
Joseph P. Carlo*‡
Edward R. Carr*
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Michael R. Forman ‡
Raymond I. Geraldson ‡
Sylvia Kay Greenberg ‡
Stephen W. Hartwell ‡
John W. Hechinger ‡
Robert P. Kogod*
Martin F. Malarkey ‡
Bishop James K. Mathews ‡
Betty S. (Southard) Murphy*‡
Robert F. Pence*
Irene Pollin*‡
E. Barrett Prettyman Jr. ‡
Hon. Elmer B. Staats ‡*Alumna/alumnus of American University

‡ Deceased
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY PROFILE

American University is an independent, coeducational, 
Methodist-affiliated institution chartered by Congress in 
1893. Our cosmopolitan campus enrolls 12,000 students in 
undergraduate, master’s, doctoral, and professional degree 
programs. The university attracts students from all 50 
states, the District of Columbia, US territories, and over 
120 countries.

Our nationally and internationally acclaimed faculty are 
committed to excellence in scholarship and teaching of our 
diverse and talented student body. American University’s 
academic programs are grounded in the arts and sciences 
and connected to the extraordinary cultural, public affairs, 
legal, business, international, and communication resources 
of Washington, DC.

The university’s academic offerings include 79 bachelor’s 
programs, 90 residential master’s programs, 20 online 
master’s programs, 12 doctoral programs, 13 law programs, 
and nearly 100 undergraduate and graduate certificate 
programs through its eight schools, colleges, and academic 

divisions: College of Arts and Sciences, Kogod School of 
Business, School of Communication, School of Education, 
School of International Service, School of Public Affairs, 
Washington College of Law, and Professional Studies.

AU offers multidisciplinary curriculums that focus on 
experiential learning, theoretical study, and twenty-first-
century skill building. Opportunities abound for dual 
and joint degrees and internships, and AU offers more 
than 100 study abroad and exchange programs, as well as 
immersive study programs in Washington, DC, and other 
US locations.

Our pioneering centers, institutes, and initiatives undertake 
research on the world’s most pressing issues and carry out 
AU’s mission to produce novel ideas that inform society and 
enable decision makers to adopt evidence-based practices.

AU will continue to build on these strengths to advance 
a distinctive, globally oriented university dedicated to 
academic excellence and preparing students for leadership 
in a complex international society.
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

SEAN ASTIN, SPA/MPAP ’24
Doctor of Humane Letters

Sean Astin is an acclaimed American film and television 
actor and is best known for classic characters: Samwise 
Gamgee in the Lord of the Rings trilogy, Rudy in Rudy, 
Mikey Walsh in Spielberg’s The Goonies, Doug Whitmore 
in 50 First Dates, Bob Newby in Netflix’s Stranger Things, 
and most recently Tyler on ABC’s The Conners. Astin 
is making his Broadway debut as Santa this holiday 
season, in Elf: The Musical. Astin is the son of luminary 
performers Patty Duke and John Astin. 

Astin currently has an important leadership role with his 
union, SAG-AFTRA, serving on the National and Los 
Angeles Local Boards as well as on many committees 
(Executive, Strike Preparedness, Government Affairs 
and Public Policy, and Government Rules).  He was 
on the 2023 TV/Theatrical Negotiating Committee, 
which oversaw the historic 118-day summer strike, 
as well as 2024/2025  Animation and Commercials 
Negotiating Committees. Recently he delivered keynote 
speeches at the California Federation of Labor Biennial 
Convention in San Diego and in front of the legislature in 

Sacramento, California, in support of artificial intelligence 
protections legislation. 

Astin served under six cabinet secretaries in two 
presidential administrations as a civilian aide to the 
Secretary of the Army. He was appointed to serve as a 
nonpartisan on the President’s Council on Service and 
Civic Participation. 

Astin regularly speaks to universities, corporations, and 
nonprofit organizations on various subjects, including 
leadership and acting, with special emphasis on continuing 
his mother’s legacy of activism in mental health.

Astin recently completed a master’s degree in public 
administration and policy at American University. He 
graduated from UCLA in 1997 with bachelor’s degrees in 
history and English. 

Astin lives in Los Angeles, California, with his wife of 32 
years, Christine Astin. They have three children, Ali Astin, 
27; Elizabeth Astin, 22; and Isabella Astin, 19.
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

The American University Alumni Association (AUAA) involves and sustains a worldwide community of alumni through 
opportunities for meaningful engagement aimed at increasing pride, volunteer involvement, and philanthropic commitment 
to American University. AUAA serves the university’s more than 150,000 alumni, cultivating lifelong relationships with 
graduates and offering exclusive benefits and resources. AUAA encourages involvement with AU through volunteering, 
networking, and mentoring opportunities and includes alumni alliances and networks focused on identities, industries, 
interests, and experiences. Learn more at american.edu/alumni.

1 Congratulations to graduates who have made an AU education part of their family traditions. We celebrate Eagle families!
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ORDER OF EVENTS
College of Arts and Sciences

School of Public Affairs
School of Communication

Washington College of Law

Jonathan R. Alger, University President, Presiding

STUDENT PROCESSIONAL Prelude Brass Ensemble

FACULTY AND PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

WELCOME President Alger

NATIONAL ANTHEM Julia Dobbins, College of Arts and Sciences

INVOCATION Reverend Eric Doolittle, University Chaplain

INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKERS Raymond Lu Ming Ou, Vice President, Student Affairs

STUDENT ADDRESSES Oreoluwa Erinfolami, Graduate Speaker, College of Arts  
and Sciences

Ethan Cesar, Undergraduate Speaker,  
School of Public Affairs

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE Vicky M. Wilkins, Provost and Chief Academic Officer

President Alger

Sean Astin, SPA/MPAP ’24

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Sean Astin, SPA/MPAP ’24, Doctor of Humane Letters, 
Honoris Causa

PRESIDENT’S CHARGE TO GRADUATES President Alger

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES Provost Wilkins

CONFERRAL OF DOCTORAL DEGREES President Alger

Linda Aldoory, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Marnel Niles Goins, Dean, School of Communication

Heather Hughes, Dean, Washington College of Law  

Alison Jacknowitz, Dean, School of Public Affairs

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S  
AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES

Provost Wilkins

CONFERRAL OF MASTER’S AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES President Alger

Linda Aldoory, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Marnel Niles Goins, Dean, School of Communication

Heather Hughes, Dean, Washington College of Law

Alison Jacknowitz, Dean, School of Public Affairs

RECESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

(Audience will rise and remain standing until the platform 
party, faculty, and graduates have left the arena.)
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MARSHALS

Thomas Merrill
Faculty Trustee
Past Chair, Faculty Senate
University Marshal

Jennifer Axe
Faculty Trustee
Chair, Faculty Senate
Faculty Marshal

Wendy Boland
Doctoral Reader

Núria Vilanova
College of Arts and Sciences

Saul Newman
School of Public Affairs

Bill Gentile
School of Communication 

Andrew Budzinski
Washington College of Law

FLAG BEARERS

Gregory Maassen
School of Communication
United States Flag Bearer

Amanda Concepcion
College of Arts and Sciences
District of Columbia Flag Bearer

Maru Nega
Washington College of Law
American University Flag Bearer

Andrea Norvice Moore, CAS/BA ’88
Alumni Flag Bearer

RECEPTION SITES

Immediately following the commencement ceremony, 
receptions will be held in the following locations:

College of Arts and Sciences  
Katzen Arts Center, Rotunda

School of Public Affairs 
Kerwin Hall, 1st Floor

School of Communication  
McKinley Building, Media Innovation Lab

Washington College of Law  
Washington College of Law, Capital Atrium
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College of Arts and Sciences

Degrees Awarded, August 2024

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Praveena Bandara
Economics
Export Behavior of Developing Countries
Experiencing Re-Specialization and Crisis

Allison F. Coyne
Clinical Psychology
Examining Age of Onset, Symptom Severity, 
and Neuropsychological Performance in 
Comorbid Trichotillomania and ADHD

Meghan K. Flannery
Clinical Psychology
Improving Web-Based Self-Help Adherence 
for Body-Focused Repetitive Behaviors Using 
Self-Control Training

Alexandra Denier Long
Clinical Psychology
Exploring Effects of Minority Stress, 
Identity, and Coping on Psychological and 
Relationship Functioning Among Partnered 
Plurisexual Women

Dickson K. Tang
Clinical Psychology
Experiences of Racial Discrimination 
and Emotion Dynamics Among African 
Americans and Asian Americans

Laura Habib Taouk
Clinical Psychology
Identity and Recognition Issues Among 
Middle Eastern and North African (MENA) 
Americans

MASTER OF ARTS

Olubunmi Ajoke Adeloye
Literature, Culture, and Technology

Elise Ferrer
Public Anthropology

Victoria E. Fracalossi
Psychology

Justin Kendrick
Economics

Sam Menefee-Libey
Public Anthropology

Shiv Sharma
Arts Management

Anna Consorcia Eudela Spanos
Philosophy

Begum Nisa Taktak
Economics

Libby Catherine Tyson
History

Raheem S. Watson
Economics

Claudia M. Watts
Art History

Anne Lacey Wilson
Art History

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Jude Mahmoud Al-Hamad
Nutrition Education

Marielaina Sundo DeRose
Nutrition Education

Julia Gronowska
Nutrition Education

Omar Mohammad Hafeez
Biology

Xin Lu
Chemistry

Jennifer Pishko
Nutrition Education

Alejandra Frances Ramos
Nutrition Education

Isaac Redd
Nutrition Education

Rachel Rolle
Data Science

Awa M. Traore
Health Promotion Management
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BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Alyssa M. Batih
History
cum laude

Nicole Charlotte Canning
Sociology

Quinn Chapman
History

Grace Connallon
Psychology

Adelaide Cullum Davis
Sociology
summa cum laude

Emily Decker
Psychology

Mikala Nicole Drake
Economics

Alex Fenstermacher
Psychology

Mariam Mohamed Gafar
Economics

Sasum A. Gassama
Public Health
Public Health Scholar

Sofía Guerra Oropeza
Sociology

Xinyue Hu
Psychology

Mondomdewa Kao
Public Health

Calla H. N. LaBeau
Music
Dance
cum laude 

Jamie E. Lapierre
Musical Theatre
cum laude

Lina Moreira Lisbona
Economic Theory

Alisha N. Rao
Studio Art
magna cum laude

Riwa Jacques Rassi
Graphic and Visual  
Communication Design

Isabelle Lauren Raynard
Public Health
cum laude

Lola Robinson
Sociology

Aakash Selvaraj
Philosophy

Emily Munyaradzi Shapcott
Literature
American University Honors

John Thomas Shea
Philosophy

Yaocheng Wei
Psychology

Lilian Muçogllava Welwood
Environmental Studies
Communication: Film and Media Arts
magna cum laude

Shiyu Zhao
Graphic and Visual  
Communication Design
Studio Art

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Ashley A. DeCourcy
Environmental Science

Grace Goverman
Public Health
summa cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Sy Hargis
Mathematics and Economics

Hoang Quang Hieu
Data Science

Hena Syed Hussain
Biology

Longkai Liu
Data Science

Jacob B. Martin
Economics

Valeria Maurer
Environmental Science

Cheikhou Mbodj
Biology

Jason Tomorr Mema
Applied Mathematics
magna cum laude

Byron DeLancey Pelton
Economics

Sarah Elizabeth King Watkins
Biochemistry

Morgan Elizabeth Webster
Public Health
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Degree Candidates, December 2024

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

David A. Clary
Economics
Greener Growth: Three Essays on the 
Intersection of Energy, Emissions, and 
Economic Development

Yunes Yousef Doleh
Economics
Mutual Forbearance in the Pharmaceutical 
Industry

Feven Fisseha
Clinical Psychology
The Effects of a Strengths-Based Framing 
Strategy for Reducing Stress in First-
Generation College Students

Christine S. Kadama
Economics
Diasporas Investment in the Homeland: 
Motivations, Obstacles and Incentives

Longji Li
Economics
The Interplay of Fiscal Policy, Economic 
Behavior, and Technological Innovation

Elizabeth McCarthy
Behavior, Cognition, and Neuroscience
The Impact of Cannabidiol (CBD) 
on Cognitive and Visual Systems in 
Hyperglycemic Zebrafish (Danio rerio)

MASTER OF ARTS

Maria Abapolnikova
Psychology

Mubarak Alabi
Sociology Research and Practice

Luisa Fernanda Ballén Rubio
Economics

Tyler C. Bears
Economics

Juhianna Katherine Boeye
Art History

Ava Marie Cannon
Economics

Bridget Renée Dease
Literature, Culture, and Technology 

Noah Dean Deetz
Audio Technology

Tu Do
Psychology

Eliza Drake
Arts Management

Eva Rosa Bori Freites
Psychology

Allison Mae Fuchs
Psychology

Janhvi Gogna
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Noah Boulanger Grindall
Economics

Laura Heras Recuero
Economics

Jaris Montserrath Hernandez
Sociology Research and Practice

Tyler W. Hirshon
Art History

Chantal G. Jimenez-Gonzalez
History

Agnes Musau Kabambi
Economics

Steven H. Keshishian
Economics

Paul Travis Klein
Literature, Culture, and Technology

Mohan Liu
Economics

Candace Yvette Moore
Psychology

Victoria Steinmetz Muir
Psychology

Margaret Najjuka
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Reva J. Resstack
Economics

Frenika Desirée Rivers
Sociology Research and Practice

Jheelum Sarkar
Economics

Avital J. Shapiro
Psychology

Alexis M. Shulman
Art History

Samuel Corbett Stashower
Literature, Culture, and Technology

Emma Austin Stonehill
Philosophy

Lia B. Sullivan
Sociology Research and Practice

Anush Titanyan
Arts Management

Alison A. Weeg
Psychology

Ursula L. Wildfield
Economics

Alex Penn Winklosky
Economics
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MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Melanie L. McCarty
Creative Writing

Moa Short
Creative Writing

Ellianie S. Vega
Creative Writing

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Roland Edame Abi
Data Science

Sai Tarun Aili
Computer Science

Theodoros J. Aris
Computer Science

Eric Baran
Data Science

Alessandra E. Bielli
Data Science

Connor M. Blomstrom
Environmental Science

Jocilyn A. Brower
Data Science

Jailen N. Brown
Data Science

Tzu-Yi Chiang
Computer Science

Ting Yi Chuang
Data Science

Cecelia Anne Cropp
Biotechnology

Hatice K. Erdogan
Data Science

Oreoluwa Dorcas Erinfolami
Biotechnology

Adam Fadul
Chemistry

Laura Wahid Faraj
Nutrition Education

Vince Ferraris
Health Promotion Management

Christia Catherine Fisher
Environmental Science

Spencer Bryce Grewe
Data Science

Shreyas Sudhakar Gujar
Biotechnology

Philippe Jean Halet
Data Science

Kaya Irene Ku’uipo Pua Harnitz
Nutrition Education

Ryan Hou Henriques
Statistics

Stephen Russell Hornbeck
Quantitative Analysis

Chih-Hsiang Hsu
Data Science

Adaeze Igboanugo
Biotechnology

Oluwafisayo Joy Iluyomade
Biology

Murtaza Jawid
Data Science

Julie-Anna Feitosa Kettle
Data Science

Rachel Kuschner
Nutrition Education

Po-Yu Lai
Data Science

Nora Elizabeth Lewis
Data Science

Yen-Chun Lin
Data Science

Elizabeth Maier
Nutrition Education

Karla Patricia Miller
Health Promotion Management

Karla Patricia Miller
Nutrition Education

Maya Mrus
Biology

Stacee Raber Nault
Nutrition Education

Kevin Douglas Norris
Statistics

Elaine Esther Oruk Opyene
Statistics

Charlotte Owusu-Hammond
Biotechnology

Himani Sureshkumar Parmar
Health Promotion Management

Taylor Pearon
Nutrition Education

Nylah Ayanna Safforld
Data Science

Nori Elizabeth Schalles
Environmental Science

Michael Edward Taffe
Data Science

Agustina Tanoira
Nutrition Education

Emily C. Tvedt
Biology

Emily C. Tvedt
Data Science

Theodore O. Umeh
Data Science

Eliza Bettina Villaroman
Data Science

Chih-Chen Wang
Data Science

Luchen Wang
Health Promotion Management

Joseph Wasswa
Health Promotion Management

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Dalia H. Abdo Kahin
Psychology

Devin Alessi
Literature

John Richard Anderson
Psychology

Hailee G. Arrington
Art History

Giavanna Elizabeth Bambocci
Art History
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication
magna cum laude

Tyler Eric Batstone
Anthropology

Thomas Ramsey Brothers
Audio Production

Sasha Michelle Buraks
Philosophy
summa cum laude

Ashley Selenny Castellanos
Psychology

Sofía Castillo-Merced
Environmental Studies

Kristen Chen
Economics

Anna Cibrian
Psychology
Justice and Law
magna cum laude

Sofia E. Colón
Psychology
magna cum laude

Abigail Elizabeth Marie Compain
Psychology

Yianni G. Contis
History
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William James Cosgrove
History
Secondary Education

Margaret Anne Atwood Cox
Public Health
magna cum laude

Klaire M. Danoff
Psychology
Justice and Law

Carly DeBlasio
Psychology
magna cum laude

Jordan Delgado
Art History
summa cum laude

Niraj Sachin Desai
Economics

Virginia Di Carluccio
Psychology

Meaghan J. Dicks
Psychology
Political Science
cum laude

Haley Cai Dymek
Economics
summa cum laude

Kaeden G. Eng-Canty
Environmental Studies
magna cum laude

Cheyenne Farhad Etemadi
Economics

Alexander R. Faxon
Economics

Emiliano Freeze
Audio Production

Maeve Phiala Gallagher
Philosophy

Lili Eischen Gharakhanzadeh
Anthropology

Keren M. Gorman
Performing Arts: Musical Theatre

Allison Marie Grant
Dance
American Studies

James Robert Grebenstein
Environmental Studies
magna cum laude
American University Honors

Deirdre A. Grubb
Philosophy

Anya Victoria Hayes
Sociology
cum laude

Samuel E. Hershey
American Studies

Jessica Hills
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies

Julia Ruth Hoover
Literature
summa cum laude
American University Honors
Honors in Literature

Henry Lucas Jeanneret
American Studies
Communication Studies
summa cum laude

Theodore Shawn Johnson
Literature
cum laude

Olivia Grace Jones
Literature

Denna Kazempour
Public Health

Rachel Analisse Kirby
Music
cum laude

Caroline Hope Kula 1
Environmental Studies
magna cum laude

Jennifer Ruth Kunz
Environmental Studies
summa cum laude

Miles Z. Levin
History

Amy Rose Linsalata
Psychology
cum laude

Sara I. Lippman
History
cum laude

Thomas Lowenstein
Music
summa cum laude

Mariya Sahar Malik
Psychology

Ruby Shea Marsh
Spanish Studies
summa cum laude

Reba Mathews
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
cum laude

Lucas Matos
Audio Production

Reina Finster McNutt
Psychology

Sydney Alicia Meyers
Psychology
cum laude

Jackson C. Nielsen
History

Cooper Aaron Nunn
Sociology

Haley A. Rice
Psychology
cum laude

Selamawit Annick Rigaud
Public Health

Zemedkun A. Rodriguez
Psychology

Camille Ann Sadler
History

Lillian L. Salvador-Smith
Public Health

Emiliana Scull Hurtado
Graphic and Visual  
Communication Design

Maya Alessandra Sequeira
Literature
History

Benjamin L. Sidlofsky
Music

Lila Silverstein
Psychology

Olivia Madeline Simmons
Psychology
summa cum laude
Honors in Psychology

Alexa M. Simonson
Economics
cum laude

Jillian Skara
Performing Arts: Musical Theatre

Flemming Slok
Economics

Zihao Song
Psychology

Emma Claire Spencer
Environmental Studies
summa cum laude

Takumi J. Sugino
Environmental Studies
cum laude

Zoe Swaine
Environmental Studies
summa cum laude
American University Honors

Siena Jones Sysko
Art History

Tiana I. Taylor
Music
magna cum laude

Charlotte E. Van Schaack
Literature
summa cum laude
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Sadie G. Varhall
Anthropology

Philip Raoul Vignier
History
cum laude

Tarun Viswanath
Psychology
magna cum laude

Sebastian G. Winter
History
cum laude

Madeleine M. Witherel
Anthropology

Madeline Young
Environmental Studies
summa cum laude
American University Honors

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Emma Mei Aikin
Environmental Science

Hailey A. Albergo
Environmental Science

Elaina Bashaw
Neuroscience

Sophia R. Bergey
Public Health
magna cum laude

Joshua A. Biela
Data Science

Henry David Borislow
Data Science
Business Administration

Margaret Grace Coghlan
Economics
cum laude

Mary Alice Collins
Biology
cum laude

Amanda Gabrielle Concepcion
Data Science
magna cum laude

Heather Margaret Barnes Corton
Environmental Science
Physics
magna cum laude

Paige J. Craig
Environmental Science 

Sophie Jude Samulewicz DiMatteo
Mathematics
summa cum laude

Margaret Violet Golembiewski
Environmental Science
cum laude

Julien Stephan Halgan
Computer Science
Justice and Law

Jed Hammoud
Data Science

Lydia YingYing Filipe Hinckley
Applied Mathematics
magna cum laude

Yewei Huang
Computer Science

Guanhao Jing
Applied Mathematics

Liang Kong
Data Science

Shuyu Ma
Applied Mathematics

Sophia Kaur Maxwell 1
Environmental Science
magna cum laude

Cedar R. McCarthy
Public Health
cum laude

Cristal Mejia
Environmental Science

Dagmawi Mesfin
Computer Science

Vitoria Morgon Jaco Rodrigues
Economics

Faiza S. Niazi
Computer Science
Business Administration

Kai Steven Omestad
Economics
summa cum laude

Victoria M. Ortiz
Biology

Tali L. Parliyan
Biology

Christopher Anh Quan Pedretti
Computer Science

Raisa Siddique
Economics

Melissa Susanna Sloan
Public Health
magna cum laude

Abigail Grace Sommers
Statistics
American Studies
magna cum laude

Nadolf Naa-dede Tagoe
Computer Science

Marjorie Grace Tidwell
Data Science

Ilan Daniel Tretiak
Mathematics and Economics

Blaire Elaine Trueax
Statistics

Cole Kameichi Uyehara
Biology
magna cum laude

Tzu Yun Wang
Data Science
International Studies

John C. Whitcomb
Economics
magna cum laude

Can Yu
Physics

Chiara Grace Ziemer
Biology

1 Family of Eagles
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School of Public Affairs

Degrees Awarded, August 2024

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Christopher Tyler Burks
Public Administration and Policy
The Political Development of Regional 
Regimes: Race and Collaborative Governance 
in Metropolitan Birmingham

Holly A. Champagne
Justice, Law and Criminology
Ease of Use Implementation Considerations 
for Body-Worn Cameras in an American 
Police Department
Marcus Hassan Johnson
Political Science
The Ramifications of Racial Competition: 
Racial Prejudice, White Identity, Policy 
Conservatism, and Trump Support

Lilliandra Denise Shaffer
Public Administration
Explaining the Nonprofit Response to 
Recession

MASTER OF ARTS

Natasha Alison LaChac
Political Communication

Ciana Davae White
Political Communication

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION

Bianca Mackenzie Clark

Cameron Ian Gehlert

Sarah Ann Lu

Yazan Nusiebeh

Bibikhadisa Saidova

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION  
AND POLICY 

Reni Adebayo

Sean Patrick Astin

Sara M. Bakre

Matthew W. Bradbury

Cassandra Clark

Maricela Dominguez

Sarah Jurinsky

Michael Lucas

Danielle Dawuah Menla

Jessie Merriman

Dena Elizabeth Miller

Abel Negussie

Logan T. Noel-Endres

Heather Bachman Reichenbach

Carmin W. Robson

Ashley Lauren Sambrun

Bryce Connor Slagell

Cindy C. Tchuenkam

Noadiah William

Ashley R. Worthen-Galuska

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
POLICY 

Amma-Sika Aborah Adomako

Jessica S. Forest

Natasha Marie Gomez

Kiana D. Kringel

Brendan J. Lawlor

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Ma’ayan Amar
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Christopher M. Chung
Justice, Law and Criminology

Lee E. Dehoogh
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Cassidy R. Dill
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Kaitlyn L. Ehle
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Alexander C. Feldman
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Cameron Howell
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Morgan Gayle Johns
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Makenzy Kunkel Rydman
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Zachary M. Lyons
Data Science

Jean Gabriel Otero
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Nicole M. Papouyan
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Brittany Helen Parker
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Gianna Marie Patterson
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Isabelle Mae Ruban
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Sandrah T. Shmulewitz
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Shelby N. Tennant
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Amelia R. Vogel
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Aisley Renee Wallace Harper
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Derondo Travis Walton
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Christina Warthan
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Jasmine Alicia Rose Williams
Data Science

Eden D. Yakimov
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security

Alec Zirkelbach
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland 
Security
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BACHELOR OF ARTS

Stephanie Ahmed
Justice and Law
Community-Based Research Scholar

Victor M. Asende
Political Science
Legal Studies

Alyssa M. Batih
Justice and Law
cum laude

Iman Bazaz
Political Science

Carrington Schuyler Brooks
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude

Michael Brown
Political Science

Elizabeth Calvin
Political Science

Alayna K. Chichester
Political Science
Economics

Sloan Alexandra Cole
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Tyler Easley Davis
Legal Studies

Angelo J. DePeppe
Political Science

Alexandra Leigh Drakeford
Political Science
cum laude
Frederick Douglass Distinguished Scholar

Ryan V. Espinal
Justice and Law

Emma Elizabeth Frayberg
Justice and Law
Legal Studies

Hannah Rose Goldberg
Political Science

RayJon S. Grayson
Political Science
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication

Leigh Hanau
Political Science

Morgan Harris
Political Science
Justice and Law
cum laude

Madalyn J. Hayes
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

William Heathcote
Political Science

Auralee Amanda Jumpp
Justice and Law

Sabrina J. Katz
Political Science

Charles Kistenbroker
Justice and Law

Emma Marie Maiocco
Legal Studies
magna cum laude
Politics, Policy and Law Scholar

Ava Jane Walton Moorlach
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Julia Elizabeth Olson
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Tejal Ashvin Patel
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
Politics, Policy and Law Scholar

Eleanor G. Porte
Political Science

Margaret Frances Quinn
Justice and Law

Marco Alexis Sanchez
Political Science
cum laude

Russel Craig Tullius II
Political Science

Payton Elizabeth Ziegler
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Degree Candidates, December 2024

MASTER OF ARTS

Dylan M. Ambrose
Political Science

Ian H. Caplan
Political Communication

Anna C. Gephart
Political Communication

Gerald Jeandron
Political Science

Julie S. Kramer
Political Communication

Madeline Park
Political Communication

Trevor J. Riley
Political Science

Jared D. Smith
Political Communication

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION

Fatema Ahmadi

Zayed Issa Alnahyan

Tatiana Elise Bienvenu

Santiago Bonilla

Javon Darrien

Maria Paula Hernandez

Prajan Marhatta

Charles N. Millsaps

Jacob Ryan Minnick

Emily Marie Park

Lauren Taylor White

MASTER OF  
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION  
AND POLICY

Hauwa Sani Abbas

Rita N. Abdel-Malek

DeAndre’ M. Baker

Pamela Baskin

Malachi Cole Bielecki

Catelyn Danyale Caldwell

Katelynn Contreras

Elizabeth Ann Corn

Devin Leigh Coulter

Britt L. Dorfman

Alysa A. Durham

Matthew Ryan Christopher Evans

Thatcher Steven Hart
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Ashton Heidebrecht

Yoshiharu Tamagaki Hewitt

Immaya Q. Hughes

Hunter L. McCoy

Laura Muñoz Lopez

Karla J. Perez-Diaz

Matthew J. Thackston

Nicole Elaudy Torres Collado

MASTER OF PUBLIC POLICY

Jada Anix Barrett

Matthew L. Brown

Hae Won Chung

Gwendolyn Ann Daniels

Lucero Gamez

Brett S. Heinz

Grace Ann Hogue

Sheikh Kamara

Jonathan David Lineburg

Sara G. McNaughton

Lauren A. Medlin

Emma Jarrell Place

Rupal Thaker

Stella X. The

Ryan Daniel Tisdale

Ariel Lea Woods

Emily G. Yankana

Bowen Zhu

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Abdulaziz Abdullah Alnazawi
Justice, Law and Criminology

Abdulla Hamad Rashed Alneyadi
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Ahmed Mohamed A. Al Omari
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Sultan Ghanem S. Alshahrani
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Abdulmalik Rasheed Alzaid
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Madeleine Barry
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Adison Bassili
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Maya Jaden Becker
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Andrew Beckwith
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Sarah Bittle
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Joshua Chiodo
Justice, Law and Criminology

Luke Daly
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Kyle Andrew Dopke
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Emma L. Dupuis
Justice, Law and Criminology

Gabriel B. Gerhardt
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Rachel T. Harrison
Justice, Law and Criminology

Rachel R. Howell
Justice, Law and Criminology

Faris Theeb N. Ibn Obud
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Michael Khattabi
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Lisa M. Liubovich
Data Science

Patrick Marino
Data Science

Lucy K. Matthews
Justice, Law and Criminology

Chloe E. McKeown
Justice, Law and Criminology

Paris R. Mercier
Justice, Law and Criminology

Kishan Modali
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Lakota R. Paul
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Tatyana Helena Prepsel
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Jordan Raye Richards
Justice, Law and Criminology

Nour Sabalbal
Justice, Law and Criminology

Siena Sandridge
Justice, Law and Criminology

Mohammed Khalid Mohammed I. Shafei
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Lilliana Pearl Silver
Justice, Law and Criminology

Jeremy David Sitnick
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Remy Elle Sorensen
Data Science

Emily Laura Stingle
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Zachary Trebilcock
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Lexie Tyson
Data Science

Dylan Van Sickell
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

April S. Ward
Justice, Law and Criminology

Ryan Keith Wilburn II
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Brianna Faye Worley
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Melissa A. Young
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Paige Victoria Abbott
Political Science
summa cum laude

Juliana Adelle Abelow
Justice and Law
magna cum laude
American University Honors

Alice Adler-Lombardi
Political Science

Angelina H. Aguilar
Legal Studies

Precious Aimufua-Agbontaen
Political Science

Sophia Alyzea
Political Science

Abigail R. Angelone
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
summa cum laude

Adrina Mary Anahid Arakelian
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude

Jonathan Asamoah
Political Science

Noah Austin
Political Science
Justice and Law
magna cum laude
School of Public Affairs Honors

Henrietta Belloc Lowndes
Legal Studies

Mary Bigelow Benedict
Political Science
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Luke Michael Bias
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude

Dmitri Bolt
Political Science
magna cum laude

Samuel E. Brown
Political Science

Brooke Ainsley Bulger
Justice and Law
Psychology
summa cum laude

Zayna Galvao Carabello
Justice and Law
summa cum laude

Emma Celaj
Political Science
cum laude

Hanna L. Celentano
Justice and Law
magna cum laude

Ethan Loughrey Cesar
Political Science
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication
summa cum laude

Amelia R. Charbonneau
Justice and Law
magna cum laude
School of Public Affairs Honors

Daryan Sebastian Collins
Justice and Law

Tiffany J. Coquis
Justice and Law
magna cum laude

Peter Cunningham
Political Science
magna cum laude

Nathan William Dillon
Justice and Law

Chloe Dorf
Political Science
summa cum laude
School of Public Affairs Honors

Sophia Josephine Boagni Dow
Political Science

Abby E. Dunn
Legal Studies

Alyson P. Fakhry
Political Science
magna cum laude

Sasha Farah
Political Science

Kayla N. Ferguson
Justice and Law

Merary Flores-Galindo
Political Science

Caroline Diana Foti
Political Science
cum laude

Alexander D. Fulp
Political Science

Grace Gabriella Gaetti
Justice and Law

Annalissa Itzel Garcia
Political Science
cum laude

Ella Rose Gianino
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude

Valentine W. Githae
Political Science

Ellis Glazer
Political Science
magna cum laude

Marissa Gonzalez
Political Science

Alana Cara Gordon
Political Science
Psychology
summa cum laude

Luke C. Govan
Political Science
cum laude

Jillian S. Grogan
Justice and Law

Mia K. Gruce
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
Legal Studies
summa cum laude

Lilly Jameson Guthrie
Political Science

James E. Hawley
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
summa cum laude

Jessica Lauren Holloway
Legal Studies

Emma Lauren Itzla
Justice and Law
cum laude

Benjamin I. Kamins
Justice and Law

Amar Kapoor
Political Science

Charlotte Emma Keith
Political Science

Emma Lillian Kirby
Political Science
Justice and Law
summa cum laude

Bianca Kristen Koether
Justice and Law

Hannah Jessica Krauss
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude

Katarina P. Kraynak
Legal Studies

Ella Sophia Lane
Political Science
cum laude

Casey Ryan LaTeef
Political Science
cum laude

Taerim Jamie Lee
Legal Studies

Aeon C. Levy
Political Science

Saeed Ahmad Sultan Ahmad Lootah
Political Science
summa cum laude
American University Honors

Murphy MacDonald
Political Science
cum laude

Elizabeth N. Marlow
Legal Studies
cum laude

Collin James McCafferty
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
summa cum laude
American University Honors

Michele Meola
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude
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Daria Ivanna Morris
Justice and Law
summa cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Ashyana M. Mosakowski
Political Science
magna cum laude

Ryan Ichiro Nishiyama
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
summa cum laude

Sydney Alexis North
Political Science
cum laude

Lillian Carson O
Justice and Law
magna cum laude

Grace Ibukunoluwa Olumofin
Political Science
cum laude

Vanesa Pelayo-Brambila
Political Science

Tatum Grace Pinsky
Political Science
magna cum laude

Madeleine Ruby Pollack
Justice and Law
magna cum laude

Avani Divya Rambharose
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Connor Joseph Reagan
Political Science
Economics
cum laude

Jack P. Richardson
Political Science

Veronica Margoè Roach
Political Science

Megan Maura Rodriguez
Justice and Law

Lillian Ross
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude

Gabriel B. Rude
Political Science

Phoebe Katherine Sanders
Political Science
Literature
cum laude

Sydney Jean Schroeder
Political Science
summa cum laude

Nyla S. Scott
Justice and Law

Rahim ShakurJamal
Political Science

Andrew Akash Smith
Political Science
summa cum laude

Ashley Jean Marie Smith
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude

Cheyenne Glissette Boria Smith
Political Science
summa cum laude
American University Honors

Julia Smith
Political Science
cum laude

Caroline Eppes Stamoulis
Justice and Law

Ariana Daniela Taborga Sierra
Justice and Law
cum laude

Julia L. Taggart
Justice and Law

Michael Tamburri
Political Science
magna cum laude

Jonathon Avi Tandy 1
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
Communication: Journalism
cum laude

Spencer Thompson
Political Science

Jack C. Thrasher
Political Science

Alyssa R. Toppi
Political Science
cum laude

Hanna Tufano
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Michelle Zeyan Wang
Legal Studies

Spencer J. Wells
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Mihret Willis
Justice and Law

Madison O. Woollen
Political Science
summa cum laude

Alyse Wright-Webb
Justice and Law
Psychology
summa cum laude

Charlotte Jeannine Yacura
Political Science

Charlotte Zander
Political Science
Legal Studies
cum laude

Rebecca Isabella Zane
Justice and Law

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Lucy Ann Christoff
Data Sciences for Justice, Law  
and Criminology
cum laude

Cameron Eller
Data Sciences for Political Science
summa cum laude

Ella Hoch Robinson
Data Sciences for Political Science
summa cum laude

Mara L. Maginnis
Data Sciences for Justice, Law  
and Criminology
Political Science
magna cum laude

Cristina Joanna Perez
Data Sciences for Political Science
magna cum laude

1 Family of Eagles
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School of Communication

Degrees Awarded, August 2024

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Mariana Sánchez Santos
Communication
Who Leads Who Follows? Analyzing the 
Agenda Building Power of the Media and 
Political Actors on Twitter During the 2018 
Presidential Election in Mexico

MASTER OF ARTS

Cameron Jennings Adams
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Dima Sari Amro
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Alexandra Angle
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Ben Baker
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Lauren Noelle Bander
Strategic Communication

Hope Bethoney Barrón
Strategic Communication

Megan Elizabeth Baughman
Strategic Communication

Natasha Elizabeth Victoria Bell
Strategic Communication

Angelica Berrios Nieves
Strategic Communication

Adam Ettayebi Beuttler
Film and Media Production

Mychaella Bowen
Strategic Communication

Riley Owen Ceder
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Chhavi Chhabra
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Joseph Ashton Cranwell
Film and Media Production

Blaine Garnette Dunford
Strategic Communication

Nicholas Vaughn Fogleman
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Kahlan D. Foland-Textor
Strategic Communication

Katherine Kleiman Hapgood
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Lily Catherine Huffman
Film and Media Production

Haely A. Jardas
Strategic Communication

Fritz Kessler
Media, Technology, and Democracy

Cameron D. Lawson
Communication: Producing Film, 
Television, and Video

Daniela Alejandra Lobo Rivera
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Siddhi Prabhanjan Priya Mahatole
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Abigail M. McMillan
Strategic Communication

Julia Luce Serena Mouketo
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Danny Tran Nguyen
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Alec A. Rashidi
Strategic Communication

Mirika Vasanta Rayaprolu
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Molly Sloane Shacter
Strategic Communication

Madeleine Sherer
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Lauren Renee Spiers
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

Thomas Struett
Media, Technology, and Democracy

Lydia Catherine Sullivan
Strategic Communication

Row Sullivan
Strategic Communication

Zachary Louis Ward
Strategic Communication

Brooke Imani Watson
Strategic Communication

Leslie Nicole Wiley
Communication: Journalism and  
Public Affairs

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Michelle J. Coker
Film and Electronic Media

Travis Chenhao Ma
Film and Media Arts

Emily Watkins
Film and Media Arts

Marissa L. Woods
Film and Media Arts

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Casey Anne Bacot
Communication: Journalism

Katherine Bell Bongiovanni
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication
summa cum laude

Mikayla Bowman
Communication: Journalism

Ayesha Budhwal
Communication: Journalism
Economics

Hongyue Deng
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication

Grace Mary Harman
Communication: Journalism
magna cum laude

Katherine Elizabeth Mass
Communication: Journalism
summa cum laude

Quinn W. Preston
Communication: Journalism
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Angelina Deidra Saintil
Communication: Journalism
Psychology

Maegan Elyse Seaman
Communication: Journalism
cum laude

Daniela Spino
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication

Molly Wallace Stites
Communication: Film and Media Arts
cum laude

Rachel Sara Sturm
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication
cum laude

Chase Alexandria Vincent
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication

Degree Candidates, December 2024

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Margaret Clifford
Communication
Common Sense and the Chaotic Aggregate: 
Three Systematic Discourse Analyses of 
Climate Change According to the IPCC, 
Instagram, and the Comments Section

MASTER OF ARTS

Hajar Jawhara Aboueddahab
Journalism and Digital Storytelling

Cristina Blasco
Film and Media Production

Daniela Chaparro
Strategic Communication

Christopher John Gilbert
Film and Video

Joshua Aaron Johnson
Strategic Communication

Caroline Jordan
Political Communication

Hannah Beryl Lipstein
Media, Technology, and Democracy

Gregory Francesco Maassen
Communication: Producing Film, 
Television, and Video

Noel Khalil Massaad
Strategic Communication

Teressa L. Mercurio
Strategic Communication

Bryanna Jade Miller
Media, Technology, and Democracy

Milan Simone Moshay
Film and Media Production

Kaitlyn Alyssa Parks
Political Communication

Ludovica Pellicioli
Strategic Communication

Connor Ronan Preen
Media, Technology, and Democracy

Daniel Zhenye Qiu
Film and Media Production

Haley M. Rushing
Strategic Communication

Joseph Smieya
Strategic Communication

Amy Alexandra Young
Film and Media Production

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Anselm A. Beach Jr.
Film and Media Arts 

Phillip Le’sean Bouknight
Film and Media Arts

Marlene Johanna Cox
Film and Media Arts

Siamak Dehghanpour
Film and Media Arts

Joshua Yehun Joe
Film and Media Arts

Becky Lake
Film and Media Arts

Tara L. Lambert
Film and Media Arts

L. Cedeño Miller
Film and Media Arts

Mary R. Supernaw
Film and Media Arts

Courtland Dianne Sutton
Film and Media Arts

Xhep Xhepa 1
Film and Media Arts

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Marialejandra Ariza-Florez
Communication: Film and Media Arts
Graphic and Visual  
Communication Design

Skylar Erica Aronson
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Aiko Ballantyne
Communication Studies
magna cum laude

Bella Chiara Barbosa
Communication: Journalism
Political Science
cum laude

Sabrina T. Capello
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication
Political Science
cum laude

Gillian Ava Connors
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication

Alexander Ferris Crocker
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Toni Alma DaCosta
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Mahita Dasu
Communication: Film and Media Arts
magna cum laude

Lila Jean Delaronde
Communication: Film and Media Arts
magna cum laude

Sara El Moustakim
Foreign Language and Communication 
Media
cum laude

Irene Yuxian Fauta
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Whitney Lipe Foote
Communication: Film and Media Arts

1 Family of Eagles
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Natalie R. Franklin
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication
cum laude

Laura Renee Frantz
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication
magna cum laude

Fátima García González
Communication: Film and Media Arts
International Studies

Audrey Ruth Haber
Communication: Film and Media Arts
summa cum laude

Rosalie Jung
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Allison Trinity Kraus
Photography

Ellie G. Krushinski
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication
magna cum laude

Botuo Leng
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Jiatong Li
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication

Isabelle J. Lopez
Communication: Film and Media Arts
cum laude

Gustavo Campos Furtado Pereira 
Machado Filho
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication
cum laude

Keaton J. Malone
Communication: Film and Media Arts
History
cum laude

Lilia Grace Mitchell
Foreign Language and Communication 
Media
summa cum laude

Yareni Murillo
Communication: Journalism

Tuong Hoai An Nguyen
Communication Studies

Jack Nies
Communication Studies

Bowen Peng
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Jiaxuan Ren
Communication Studies

William Rogers
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Yerusa A. Sandhu
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Aaron K. Shires
Foreign Language and Communication 
Media
summa cum laude

Amelia Sim
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication

Brandon A. Smith
Communication: Journalism

Aisha S. Soofi
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Elizabeth Bean Tierney
Communication: Journalism

Maryjane A. Williams
Communication: Journalism
Business Administration
summa cum laude

Brennan Woolley-Larrea
Communication: Film and Media Arts
summa cum laude

Francine Worsoff
Communication: Journalism
summa cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Zichao Ye
Public Relations & Strategic 
Communication
cum laude
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Washington College of Law

Degrees Awarded, August 2024

DOCTOR OF JURIDICAL 
SCIENCE

Christina Stacy Kaufmann

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL 
ARBITRATION AND  
BUSINESS LAW

Tiffanni LaThresa Marshall Chelpaty

Lena Roiron

Elizabeth Monserrate Zambrano-
Marriott

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
AND TRADE LAW

Mara-Iulia Barbulescu

Aaron R. Ochse

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
HUMANITARIAN LAW

Cesar Bocanegra

Lydia Maria Cavazos Almaguer

Angelica Mabel Huerta Ruiz

Andrew Scott Mansfield

Alejandro Sanchez Moreno

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
LEGAL STUDIES

Aykhan Dadashov

JURIS DOCTOR

Kylie Best

Jonathan Robert Davies

Luis Alejandro Guerrero Sanchez

Patrick B. Hanafin

Isaac J. Lewandowski

Seamus Patrick Love

Wayne Rash III

Claire Edith Helene Colette Sicard

Degrees Awarded, September 2024

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES

Elma Abdic

Deja Amani Butler

Jadé Alexis Curtis

Alexandra C. Del Valle Garcia

Karla I. Delgado

Dillard W. Delts

Keena Patrice Fitzhugh

Leona M. Flinn

Tamara Marie Hadlock

Alethea M. Kanwai

Carolyn Marie Washington

Degree Candidates, December 2024 

DOCTOR OF JURIDICAL 
SCIENCE

Manuj Bhardwaj

Shima Bozorgi

Dinesh Napal

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
AND TECHNOLOGY

Oluwafunmibi Grace Ajakaye

Christianah Olawumi Akinyemi

Victor Imevbore Oriere

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL 
ARBITRATION AND  
BUSINESS LAW

Gantuvshin Ganbaatar

Yohana Pessoa Marczyk

Gyuchang YEO
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MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
AND TRADE LAW

Sultan Alaaya Adebayo

Eniola Yewande Fajimi

Inseol Hong

Nguyet Thi Anh Le

Jennifer Eteka Ulloh

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
HUMANITARIAN LAW

Viola Albertinazzi

Kaja Börner

Marguerite Cristina Servane Marie 
Gouesse

Jose Silvano Moreno Espinoza

Maru A. Nega

Paula Virginia Roko

Diana Elizabeth Téllez Cárdenas

James Lippert Thyden González

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
LEGAL STUDIES

Hafsa Abdullahi Adan

Cecilia Crespo Diaz-Caneja

Sara Dourandish

Giulia Garri

Emine Ece Orkun

Carmen Ponce Moreda

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES

Eddie Dyon Burks 

Stephen Cirino

Bouya Dieye

Josie Fuentes

Varonica P. Gomes

Destiny Myesha Gregory

Angela Harrison

Hannah S. McCowan

Camila Montaño

Jessica Pereira

Aseem Prabhakar

Chalon A. Rogers

Katrina Lynette White

Dorronda L. Wright

JURIS DOCTOR

Sidney Taylor Larsen-Ndom

Joseph Edward Lesniewski

Kyle Metz

Sonny Van Nguyen

Hanna Christopher Petro

Nicholas P. Trusio

Charlotte Ann Casey Vark

Joshua Keith Warren
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28 148th ommencement  •  December 15, 2024

ORDER OF EVENTS
Kogod School of Business

School of International Service 

School of Education

Professional Studies

Jonathan R. Alger, University President, Presiding

STUDENT PROCESSIONAL Prelude Brass Ensemble

FACULTY AND PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

WELCOME President Alger

NATIONAL ANTHEM Julia Dobbins, College of Arts and Sciences

INVOCATION Reverend Eric Doolittle, University Chaplain

INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKERS Raymond Lu Ming Ou, Vice President, Student Affairs

STUDENT ADDRESSES Peyton Upchurch, Graduate Speaker, School of Education

Mina Lili Kassim, Undergraduate Speaker, School of 
International Service

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE Vicky M. Wilkins, Provost and Chief Academic Officer

President Alger

Sean Astin, SPA/MPAP ’24

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Sean Astin, SPA/MPAP ’24, Doctor of Humane Letters, 
Honoris Causa

PRESIDENT’S CHARGE TO GRADUATES President Alger

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES Provost Wilkins

CONFERRAL OF DOCTORAL DEGREES President Alger

Shannon Hader, Dean, School of International Service

Cheryl Holcomb-McCoy, Dean, School of Education

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S  
AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES

Provost Wilkins

CONFERRAL OF MASTER’S AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES President Alger

Shannon Hader, Dean, School of International Service

Cheryl Holcomb-McCoy, Dean, School of Education

Wendy Boland, Dean of Graduate and Professional Studies

David Marchick, Dean, Kogod School of Business

RECESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

(Audience will rise and remain standing until the platform 
party, faculty, and graduates have left the arena.)
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MARSHALS

Stephen J. Silvia
Vice Chair, Faculty Senate
University Marshal

Jennifer Axe
Faculty Trustee
Chair, Faculty Senate
Faculty Marshal

Wendy Boland
Doctoral Reader

Tommy White
Kogod School of Business 

Rachel Sullivan Robinson
School of International Service 

Olatokunbo Fashola 
School of Education  
 
Matthew Winkler
Professional Studies 

FLAG BEARERS

Alexandra Klemer
School of International Service 
United States Flag Bearer

Ashley Caulkins
Professional Studies
District of Columbia Flag Bearer

Divine Kabu Akplehey
Kogod School of Business
American University Flag Bearer

Darlene R. Slaughter, SPA/MSOD ’93
Alumni Flag Bearer

RECEPTION SITES

Immediately following the commencement ceremony, 
receptions will be held in the following locations:

Kogod School of Business  
Kogod School of Business Building, 1st Floor

School of International Service 
School of International Service Building,  

Prince Salman Grand Atrium
School of Education  

Spring Valley Building Lobby, 1st Floor Professional Studies  
Mary Graydon Center, Room 306
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Kogod School of Business

Degrees Awarded, August 2024

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Temurbek Abdukhamidov

Alexis Brooke Hurley

Anshika Tyagi

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Mariana Aguilar
Analytics

Ali A. Ali
Analytics

Aidan N. Alikhan
Marketing

Bright Mensah Amo
Finance

Christopher David Castano
Analytics

Madior Cisse
Marketing

Dinh Quynh Lan Anh
Marketing

Ana Fuentes Fernandez
Marketing

Lia Victoria Flores Gomez
Sustainability Management

Alejandro Gonzalez-Revilla
Real Estate

Christopher Anthony Hageman
Sustainability Management

Clare A. Hamn
Marketing

Bernard Ho Hoe Yeung
Accounting

Nga Thi Quynh Ho
Analytics

Megan O. Hoffman
Marketing

Samantha Huston
Marketing

Hyun Jin Jung
Management

Diana L. Klinger
Analytics

Rishabh Kumar
Analytics

Imaad Lalljee
Marketing

Loc Le
Analytics

Mawuli Libla
Marketing

Virginia Lopez Rubio
Accounting

Tunde Omololu Magbadelo
Finance

David J. Mamboleo
Marketing

Faustine Joseph Mniko
Analytics

Ashley Isabella Molz
Analytics

Jaden A. Montgomery
Sustainability Management

Maria Lorena Morales Padilla
Marketing

Ezachia Zeke Nosipho Ngcobo
Marketing

Afia A. Ntiamoah
Marketing

Valerie Oliver
Sustainability Management

Paschalina Paraschou
Analytics

Mitiksha C. Parmar
Marketing

Nathan R. Reeves
Marketing

Michelle Lee Reynoso Aguilar
Sustainability Management

Mohamed Seifeldin
Analytics

Giuliana Seymour
Sustainability Management

Stephanie D. Sheline
Marketing

Jiujiu Shen
Marketing

Xiaoyan Tao
Accounting

Karina A. Torres Torres
Sustainability Management

Elizabeth Oghale Ughoro
Marketing

Binderiya Usukhbayar
Sustainability Management

Momolu Massamai Varmah
Marketing

Audrey L. White
Sustainability Management

Ivanka Arbova Yiallouros
Taxation

Ainur Zhanatkyzy
Marketing

Grace L. Zhang
Marketing

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Abdulelah Mohammed Fahad Alomran
Finance

Mary Paige Kupferschmid
Finance

Max Vasquez
Accounting

Luis F. Yanez Lobo
Finance
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Jonathan Edward Abram

Giovanna Aguilar Chee
cum laude

Augusto Jose Bedoya Soyer

Arjun Bhungalia

Robert J. Faller III

Juan Diego Granai

Chrisoula Grigoriadis

Yijie Hou

Carmen Alejandra Larach Morales

Henry Kyeong Lebed

Ivanna Maksymyuk
cum laude

Charles Brandon Morris Maduro

Habib Said

Chenyu Wang

Gabriela Anna Zawadzka
cum laude

Degrees Awarded, September 2024

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Ryan Timothy Heider

Jake Logan Jennes

Bennett Karoll

James Edward Lodge III

Daniel Elliott Francis Risen

Kenneth Robinson Jr.

Richard Ian Silver

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Cole Robert Carlisle
International Relations and Business

Grant Crawford
Marketing Analytics

Alanna A. Szypura
Analytics

Degree Candidates, December 2024

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Jose Cyril E. Alaras

Jonathan Forrest Alderson

Mame Dior Beye

Kelly Anne Compton

Benjamin Crossen

Gabriella-Ro W. Fakhoury

Delilah R. Johnson

Martin Charles Kemp Jr.

Rohit Prem Khemani

David A. Mervine

Erika P. Moscoso

David Stephen Nasca

Kyle Papish

Hirusha D. Perera

John North Richardson III

Roderic Martez Rooks II

Ian Patrick Shephard

Daniel Fernando Tomonto

Cameryn M. Walker

Courtney A. West

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Janneth Aber
Sustainability Management

Chukwudubem Vincent Abuah
Sustainability Management

Ayodele Oluwatosin Adefila
Taxation

Duchoma Ojong Agoons
Analytics

Humphrey Akampumuza
Real Estate

Oluwole Charles Akeremale
Accounting

Divine Kabu Akplehey
Finance

Adam M. I. Al-Ghoussein
Finance

Jennifer Chiamaka Anyamele
Analytics

Iman Arande
Analytics

Mercy Elizabeth Arinda
Accounting

Sheik Azharuddin
Sustainability Management

Claire Emerson Barrameda
Sustainability Management

Isabela Barriga
Sustainability Management

Jazlyn Christine Benitez
Sustainability Management

Isabella M. Berger
Accounting

Chamira M. Brooks
Taxation

Edwin Drake Bwambale
Analytics

Allyssa Marie Calderhead
Sustainability Management

Matarr Cham
Accounting

Melody Rachael Chitukutuku
Sustainability Management

Kelsey Marie Dimesa
Analytics

Gizem Dogan
Sustainability Management

Madeline Flamik
Sustainability Management

Kayleb Bryce Frank
Taxation
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Julia A. Fucci
Sustainability Management

Simon Ndirangu Githuku
Accounting

Kritika Goyal
Analytics

George J. Harris
Accounting

Ziping Hu
Accounting

Sarthak Jain
Analytics

Robert E. Johnson
International Relations and Business

Ming Hsiu Kang
Finance

Jimmy Kato
Accounting

Sarah Elizabeth Kettl
Analytics

Usama Hameed Khan
Analytics

Yu-Tung Ku
Accounting

Luka Leonidze
International Relations and Business

Luis Miguel Lopez-Blazquez
Sustainability Management

Rebecca Lynskey
Sustainability Management

Ulemu Felista Makolija
Analytics

Mumtahina Mansur
Sustainability Management

Mwinongo Isaac Matte
Analytics

Emily C. McInally
Sustainability Management

Aram Mnatsakanyan
Finance

Arik T. Moe
Accounting

Daniela Munoz Sanchez
Accounting

Janine Chinda Newgen
Analytics

Bernard Dzabaku Ogbey
Accounting

Briana Rakesh Patel
Analytics

Phùng Tú Nhi
Analytics

Joi Poole
Accounting

Aaron Ramirez
Analytics

William J. Rogers
Marketing

Maria Christina Sarantis
Real Estate

Monica Maria Sarmiento Galvez
Sustainability Management

Mishal Shaban
Sustainability Management

Vidita Rahul Shah
Sustainability Management

Mariam Olivia Souleyman
Analytics

Wasif Zawad Talukder
Analytics

Suzen Tan Hui Ching
Finance

Shu-Wen Teng
Analytics

Amie Touray
Accounting

Allaye Boureima Toure
Accounting

Florence Vanderschueren
Sustainability Management

Shahrukh Varzgani
Analytics

Courtney A. West
Marketing Analytics

Xiao Yang
Accounting

Soyoung Yoon
Analytics 

Keyuxi Zhou
Sustainability Management

Matthew Zirkle
Sustainability Management

Jenna Briana Zwanger
Sustainability Management

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Eyerusalem G. Assefa
Accounting

Juan Humberto Bravo Castellanos
Finance

Satchel Dee Butterfield
Finance

Sarah E. Cramer
Finance

Liora Eskenazi Abadi
Finance
magna cum laude

Peter E. Kostas
Finance

Thomas Amir Sami Riad Makkar
Finance

Linjiayi Mao
Finance

Nikolaus F. Osborn
Business and Entertainment

Kamil Oudghiri
Business and Entertainment

Mariapia Poggi Caicedo
Finance

Luqing Qi
Finance

Emily R. Reardon
Finance

Adam John Reckers
Finance

Trevor Ernest Michael Schoon
Finance

Isabell Sliwinski
Finance
cum laude 
Community-Based Research Scholar

Skiatheni Thareni Tsambika Trintis
Business and Entertainment
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Neev Agarwal

Ana Margarita Belloso
Second Major in Data Science

Oliver Gustav Berg

Abigail Faith Marie Cassidy
Second Major in Literature

Benjamin Cole Chapman

Katherine Clarkson
magna cum laude

Carter Isley DeSue

Liseth Camila Diaz

Dominic Josue Dominguez

Brenlynn D. Falcon-Mase

Ian William Florek

Mishelle Goykhberg

Heming Hao

Mya Hutter-DeMarco

Kuval Ingale

Conlan R. Kane

Imraan Karim
magna cum laude

Miles G. Lam

Zhongxu Li

Azriel Listenberg
magna cum laude
Kogod Honors

Tobias Mendenhall

Assem Barlykovna Mendygaziyeva

Leena H. Merani

Thanh Luan Nguyen

Asir Haitham Numan

Lauren Marie Oltorik

Leonardo G. Palomo

Clayton Angelo Rigoli

Jenna D. Rosenburg

Max Rowley

Sophia Andrea Sabbagh

Mouhamadou Almamy Sarr

Samuel Zvi Schulman

Ava Lillian Serure

Nicholas Shirley

Jialin Shu

Zeina Sourelah

Ella Sprague
magna cum laude

Peng Tang

Cesca Alessandra Thorne

John Albert Jr Villanueva

Sarah Helene Woessner
magna cum laude

Biwu Xu

Yiluo Xu

Seif N. Zaki
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School of International Service

Degrees Awarded, August 2024

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Grace Elizabeth Keppel Benson
International Relations
Policies for Belonging: A Global Comparison 
of Refugee Resettlement Programs

Ozan Ahmet Cetin
International Relations
Emerging Technologies, Relative 
Vulnerability, and Restraint

Julia Leigh Radomski
International Relations
Reassembling Development: Global China in 
Latin America and the Multiscalar Politics of 
Coca Codo Sinclair

MASTER OF ARTS

Kate Leighanne Adams
International Relations

Jacob Anthony Alvarez
International Affairs

Aghavni Badalyan
International Relations

Christopher Badenhoop
International Affairs

Jack Bagdadi
International Relations

Kristel Kikue Balbarino
International Relations

Justin Bar
International Relations

Jean-Philippe C. Beaudet
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Jalissa Bell Urquiza
International Relations

Taylor Kurtis Bosveld
International Relations

Georgia Hellen Calimeres
International Development

Gordon Dell Cates III
International Affairs

Joel Johnson Cerda Santamaria
International Relations

Cynthia L. Cheetham
International Relations

Ava Elizabeth Clarcq
Global Environmental Policy

Ashley E. Closson
International Relations

Delaney Elrod
International Economic Relations

Ali Freischlag
International Relations

Kristyn Cecelia Frisque
International Relations

Cameron Michael Goldman
International Affairs

Nathaniel J. Hartney
International Affairs

Riham M. Hashi
International Relations

Matthew Hoskins
International Affairs

Allison Kalvaitis
International Development

Patrick Michael Kelly
International Relations

Joseph A. Lacinak
International Affairs

Alexander H. Li
International Affairs

Richard K. McCanlies
Global Environmental Policy

Cole McEldowney
International Affairs

Ramil Estanislao Mercado
International Affairs

Cooper Mitchem
International Development

Keegan M. Mobley
Global Environmental Policy

Elizabeth Pearl Morgan
International Relations

Robert Quentin Nichols
International Affairs

Julia R. Norman
Global Environmental Policy

Mitali Patel
International Relations

Callen Rebekah Prokity
International Economic Relations

Michael Daniel Purciarello
International Affairs

Sebastian Roderick
International Affairs

John Isaac Themisticles Satterfield-
Doer
International Affairs

Carol Schley
International Affairs

Nathaniel Schochet
International Affairs

Spencer Lawrence Smith
International Affairs

Sarah M. Sterner
International Relations

Dani M. Sweet
International Relations

Ian P. Sweno
International Relations

Musaabul Hasan Syed
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Benjamin Elijah Thibeau
International Affairs

Walter B. Toledo Vargas
International Peace and Conflict 
Resolution

Holly Caitlin Tolley
International Relations

Quinn R. Urich
International Affairs

Casey Willson
International Affairs

Jessica-Lynn Beltran Yang
International Relations
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MASTER OF  
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

Ciara Chantal Diggs

Kacey Lee Hadick

Ryan Essig McCormick

Tamara J. Molina

Krysta A. Yamamoto

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Monzima Haque

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
GLOBAL INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS

Logan K. Day
summa cum laude

Dalia Haymov
magna cum laude

Sophia Margaret Isaacson
summa cum laude

Joseph Anthony Lind
summa cum laude

Fiona Mei-Lyn O’Bannon
summa cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Zachary R. Ainbinder-Barkley
cum laude 

Davida Kim Alumbaugh
Second Major in Language and Area 
Studies: French/Europe

Helena Fassil Berhe

Isabella Noelle Berkeley
American University Honors

Emily Huizi Brignand
cum laude
School of International Service Honors

Rachel Marie Burger

Marielle S. Dorsey

Mia Marie Durham

Karissa Sherése Frederick

Mariah Ann Freedman
Community-Based Research Scholar

Sadé Aaliyah Harvey

Sheridan Johnson
cum laude

Mina Lili Kassim
summa cum laude

Nicolas J. Keys

Mia Luisa Labriola
Global Scholar

Claire Rachelle Lopp

Killian Nathaniel Lozach

Celeste Julia Dora Maawad

Kate Patterson
summa cum laude
Global Scholar

Hannah Kristina Sjovold
Second Major in Studio Art
Community-Based Research Scholar

Sophia J. Slavin
magna cum laude

Ameera Ciel Gaia Smith
magna cum laude

Christopher A. Snyder
magna cum laude

Luke D. Stowell
Second Major in Music
cum laude

Katherine Vogel

Degree Candidates, December 2024

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Frieder Gustav Dengler
International Relations
System Encounters: Rules of Interstate 
Conduct in Early Modern Sino-European 
Relations

Matthew Hartwell
International Relations
How to Escape Vulnerability: American  
Cold War-Era Population Protection

Nancy YeonJoo Kim
International Relations
Deserving to Belonging: How and Why 
Immigrant Advocacy Organizations Change 
Their Framing of Immigrants

Manaswini Lakshmi Ramkumar
International Relations
Call of Duty: Military Responses to 
Undemocratic Leadership

MASTER OF ARTS

Shevonna Sophie Ansah
International Development

Ola Awais
International Affairs

Cameron S. Betterly
International Affairs

Lucas Bieber
International Affairs

R. Mae Boellstorff
International Relations

Yusra Bourara
International Affairs

Isabel J. Brack
Global Environmental Policy

Alejandro A. Briceno Lanz
International Affairs

Katelyn N. Buckles
International Affairs

Sierra S. Buehlman Barbeau
International Affairs

Nicolas Eugene De Oro Burch
International Affairs

Anthony Saul Cano Moncada
International Affairs 

Matthew Carlson
International Relations

Conner Cole
International Affairs

Ana Izabella Collares Williams
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Spencer Morgan Collins
International Affairs

Michael A. Cruz
International Affairs

Lorenzo de Calice Crespo
International Development
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Esther Dikongue
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Noah E. Doherty
International Development

Alec Remigio Donoso
International Affairs

Molly Jean Doran
International Relations

Mark W. Driggs
International Affairs

Christian M. Ebersole
International Affairs

Alexander William Engelsman
International Development

Ethan M. Feldman
International Affairs

Samrawit Z. Fesshaie
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Anna Irene Fritz
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Mrittika Guha Sarkar
International Affairs

Brian J. Hall
Global Environmental Policy

Ashley Nicole Harwood
International Affairs

Christa Hoskins
International Affairs

Samin Huq
International Affairs

Priscilla Ibrahim
International Relations

Ismaat Jeri
International Affairs

Divya Deelip Joshi
International Relations

Alexandra Lu Freeman Klemer
International Affairs

Cleo Koerner
International Development

Dorothy Eunice Kukua Lamina
International Development

Benin A. Lee
International Affairs

Kyungsun Lee
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Nicholas D. Lemon
International Affairs

Morgan Levengood
International Relations

Juliana Lozano Jaramillo
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Camryn Elizabeth Lutes
International Affairs

Najja Javier Lyle
International Relations

Ericka L. Mack-Andrew
International Relations

Fatoumata Magassa
International Development

Emma Matters
International Affairs

Melissa May
International Affairs

Emily Marie McKenna
International Affairs

Bryan Joseph Meeker
International Relations

Damien A. Michlitsch
International Affairs

Ying Mo
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Naima Marufzoda Muminiy
International Affairs

June Ashley Wangari Mwaniki
International Development

Vy Nhat Duong Nguyen
International Development

Brooklind M. Norman
International Affairs

Sophia Elena Pacheco
International Affairs

Jeremiah R. Pagaduan
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Whitney Palmer-Lopez
International Affairs

Michael M. Perry
International Relations

Avinash Narine Persaud
International Affairs 

Jack Philbin
International Affairs

German Prado Pizarro
International Peace and Conflict 
Resolution

Alexa Rangel
International Affairs

Brianna Simone Reaves
International Peace and Conflict 
Resolution

Rachel Ann Szarvas Ricciardi
International Affairs

John North Richardson III
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Peter William Riess
International Affairs

Patrick Edmond Rogers
International Affairs

Alexander C. Salah
International Relations

Riya Sangwan
International Affairs

Anuja Sharma
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights 

Valentina Soto Ruiz
Global Environmental Policy

Madison Spencer
International Affairs

Timothy D. Spesia
International Development

Emily Elizabeth Stoehr
International Peace and Conflict 
Resolution

Matthew Summers
Global Environmental Policy

Marycruz Talavera Chavez
International Relations

Michael Tomitz
International Relations

Daniel Alexander Everett Toren
International Affairs

Christopher James Trzaska
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Alejandra Marta Ureta Melcon
International Affairs

Emily Von Alexander
International Relations

Keara J. Vyas
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Eric Alexander Weinberger
International Affairs

Elizabeth Jean Williams
International Relations

Benjamin Eric Willis III
International Affairs

Michelle Worsoff
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Tiffany Rachelle Xu
International Relations
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MASTER OF  
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

Joshua James Collamer

Lisa M. Cowley

Usaphea Horn

Aishat Teniola Hussain

Jihee Lee

Stella George Micholitsi

Mark Elmer Peterson Jr.

Michael Tyler Stewart

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Amaal Ahmed

Bryan Enrique Amador Rivera
cum laude

Lennon W. Aragon

Britney K. Atebe

Emma I. Augostini
cum laude

Ryan Martin Bauschard

Michael James Becker

Catherine G. Bennett

Swara Bhatt

Ethan Omara Billips
cum laude

Trevor T. Bridgeland
cum laude

Grace H. Buchanan
magna cum laude

Larson Bukowski
summa cum laude

Mary Capone
summa cum laude

Giuliana E. Capraro
summa cum laude

Sophie Earlene Cazares
Second Major in Environmental Studies
magna cum laude
American University Honors

Fengyuan Chen

Joyce Choi
cum laude

Caden William Cline

Joan C. Cottingham
cum laude

Julia A. Craig
magna cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Devlynn V. Degnan
magna cum laude

Lynlee N. Derrick
summa cum laude
Global Scholar

Danna Susan Brown Donachie

Madeline L. J. Drafall
Global Scholar

Alyssa Ivy Duchesne

Kyle Dunn

Elizabeth H. Elio

Lucia B. Fishel
magna cum laude

Henry Jordan Fix
magna cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Mary Claire Flynn

Kathia Gana

Caroline Rose Goldstein

Megan Elizabeth Gradijan
cum laude

Sophia Isabel Hamilton-Restrepo

Sarah Rebecca Havdala
summa cum laude

Katherine Anne Hawley

Perry Heredia
magna cum laude

Raven T. Heurtelou 

Janna A. Hilliard

Isabela Iiams
cum laude
American University Honors
School of International Service Honors

Olivia Grace Jensen
magna cum laude

Merissa Joju
cum laude

Abigail Margaret Kahn
summa cum laude
American University Honors

Benjamin S. Kessler
cum laude

Morgan Lynn Kimball

Rachel Analisse Kirby
cum laude

Xiangyi Kong
magna cum laude

Sam Kuramoto

Andrew T. Lamb

Pablo Landsmanas Gary

Henry A. Lavinder
Second Major in Language and Area 
Studies: French/Europe

Harrison Franklin Lesnik
cum laude

Barak Austin Levitt
magna cum laude

Lauren Emily Lightcap

Cecilia Livingston

Massimo Andrew Lotruglio

Margaret Maria Loughran
magna cum laude

Ian Macshane

Morgan Alexis Marsh
summa cum laude
Global Scholar

Cara M. Martin
cum laude

Claire Alaeta Masiée
cum laude

Dylan E. Maxik
magna cum laude

Rebecca Lillian Jane Mayfield
magna cum laude

Maya Menon

Phillip John Muller

Anoushka Naik
cum laude

Jenna K. Oshana
magna cum laude

Jaida Elizabeth Perkinson
magna cum laude

Riley B. Phoenix
magna cum laude
Frederick Douglass Distinguished Scholar

Solomiya Plugator

Grant Alexander Procopio
cum laude
American University Honors

Aaron John Rajput
summa cum laude

Jessica C. Repose
magna cum laude

Roland Reyes
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Nicole Sanchez Bogdanovich

Abigail Mei Scarlett
Second Major in Arabic Studies
summa cum laude

Anna Scherer

Abigail R. Schlosser
cum laude

Trevor Ernest Michael Schoon

Pauline Shagin
magna cum laude

Livia Rosemonde Shiroishi
magna cum laude

Stephanie Siemek
summa cum laude

Aidan B. Silli

Rosalie C. Smithers

Aidan Springs

Sara V. Swanson
cum laude

Robert Maxwell Telfer

Sneha Thudi
summa cum laude
Global Scholar

Isabella J. Topp
magna cum laude

Asher Towner
summa cum laude

Brian Wang Tso
Second Major in Economics

Daniel A. Vaysman
summa cum laude

Madelin A. Vieson

Oliver Anloc Walston-Lavdas

Ziv Barry Zellars
cum laude
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School of Education

Degrees Awarded, August 2024

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
TEACHING

Dalia Isabel Bernstein

Rachel Fanny Ehrlich

James Dallas Flynt

Siobhan C. Frey

Zebulon Huber

Rachel Isralowitz

Angela V. Jenkins

Michael W. Jones

Rivka Y. Magier

Lauren Ann Martin

Nicholas Moses

Emma E. Parker

Abigail R. Sherer

Ebone’ Curstance Thomas

Emilia Tobar

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Souheir Atassi
Education Policy and Leadership

Sydney D. Carnes
Education Policy and Leadership

Ligaya Chavez Franklin
Education Policy and Leadership

Vanessa Ginitia’ Gibson
Education Policy and Leadership

Mikayla Ruth Harris
Education Policy and Leadership

Kerrett Lischelle Yvonne Hibbert
Education Policy and Leadership

Christina Faye Jones
Education Policy and Leadership

Tamiyah Miller
Education Policy and Leadership

Sonija T’aira Parson
Education Policy and Leadership

Anna Elizabeth Rodriguez
Education Policy and Leadership

Khadine Thomas
Education Policy and Leadership

Eric T. Turner
Education Policy and Leadership

Carmilla Williams
Education Policy and Leadership

Natasha K. Wise
Education Policy and Leadership

Cara Zanta
Education Policy and Leadership

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Keirah Daniels
Elementary Education

Andrea Nelcha
Elementary Education



40 148th ommencement  •  December 15, 2024

Degree Candidates, December 2024

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Clare Berke
Education Policy and Leadership
Amplifying Academic Preparation Through 
Culturally Relevant Practices

Shenise Kalean Miller
Education Policy and Leadership
When the Ball Goes Flat: Cultivating 
Academic Achievement Through a Summer 
Transition Program for Black Male  
Student-Athletes

Khristina Somon Pullings
Education Policy and Leadership
Hustle Harder: Enhancing Black Women 
Educators’ Ability to Make Data-Based 
Decisions in Reading

MASTER OF ARTS

Paige Constance Dabney
International Training and Education

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
TEACHING

Tiara J. Barratt

Zakiyyah Forrest

Brian A. Hakans

Ariana Alexis Haywood

Tut James Jikany

Destinee S. Johnson

Kourtney T. Junior

Nathalie Atitaya Kornell

Ryleigh Jordan Marcus

Catherine Grace McGettigan

Maya Plotnick

Kendra Rajakone

Tirza Romero Diaz

Yuanou Sha

Jaidan Sierra Terrones

Vashanta N. Vanputten

Lorraine Walker

My’Anna Wiggins

Hall Wood

MASTER OF EDUCATION

M. Balrain
Education Policy and Leadership

Clarissa D. Bianchi
Education Policy and Leadership

Derrick Lee Brown
Education Policy and Leadership

Evan Marie Fuller
Education Policy and Leadership

Jamaica Gainey
Education Policy and Leadership

Rebekah K. Goldberg
Education Policy and Leadership

Bridget Flowers Green
Education Policy and Leadership

Darla Dyan Halbert
Education Policy and Leadership

Christina Gao Long Heese
Education Policy and Leadership

Morgan Elizabeth Leopold
Education Policy and Leadership

Micaela Malachowski
Education Policy and Leadership

Anna Grace Molpus
Education Policy and Leadership

Davaughn Benjamin Montgomery
Education Policy and Leadership

Madelyn Dawn Smith
Education Policy and Leadership

Elizabeth Peyton Upchurch
Education Policy and Leadership

Sheela VanHoose
Education Policy and Leadership

Alex G. Vaughn
Education Policy and Leadership

Claudia Janet Wright
Education Policy and Leadership

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Paige Victoria Abbott
Elementary Education
summa cum laude
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Professional Studies

Degrees Awarded, August 2024

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Amna Amjad
Human Resource Analytics and 
Management

Sarah Spear Cost
Human Resource Analytics and 
Management

Kathryn Jean Creedon
Human Resource Analytics and 
Management

Joshua David Dweck
Sports Analytics and Management

Kelly Ann Reynolds
Measurement and Evaluation

Matthew Brian Rock
Sports Analytics and Management

Abhishek Roy
Sports Analytics and Management

Hassan Ahmed Said
Sports Analytics and Management

Degree Candidates, December 2024

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Melinda Melissa Davition Baca
Human Resource Analytics and 
Management

Elwood T. Bowen III
Human Resource Analytics and 
Management 

Ashley Caulkins
Human Resource Analytics and 
Management

Devante R. Drummond
Human Resource Analytics and 
Management

Margaret Emge
Measurement and Evaluation

Douglas Alexander Grindle
Measure and Evaluation

Candance S. Jones
Human Resource Analytics and 
Management

Anna Patton
Human Resource Analytics and 
Management

Brandon Rufty
Sports Analytics & Management

Aaliyah Michelle Stewart
Human Resource Analytics and 
Management

Nicole Yates
Human Resource Analytics and 
Management
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www.american.edu/commencement

American University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, including sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, sex characteristics, sex stereotypes and pregnancy or related conditions, age, marital status, genetic information, 
personal appearance, matriculation, family responsibilities, political affiliation, disability, familial status, source of income, place of residence 
or business, veteran status, or any other protected basis and prohibits discrimination in any program or activity that it operates, as required 
by federal or local laws and their implementing regulations and university policies, including in employment and admission. Inquiries about 
Title IX and American University’s nondiscrimination policies may be referred to the university’s assistant vice president for equity and Title 
IX coordinator, US Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights, or both. The assistant vice president for equity and Title IX coordinator 
may be contacted at the Office of Equity and Title IX, 3201 New Mexico Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20016, equityoffice@american.edu, 
or 202-885-8080. American University’s nondiscrimination policies and grievance procedures can be located at the university’s policy webpage 
(https://www.american.edu/policies/allpolicies.cfm) or the Office of Equity and Title IX webpage (https://www.american.edu/equity-titleix/). 
To report or make a complaint of discrimination, including sex discrimination, please use the online reporting form located at https://www.
american.edu/equity-titleix/.  UP25-120 

In addition, a copy of the University’s Discrimination and Sexual Harassment Policy is available here.  
https://www.american.edu/policies/upload/discrimination-and-sexual-harassment-policy.pdf.
For information regarding the accreditation and licensing of American University, please visit american.edu/academics.
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