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Democrats and Republicans more ideologically divided than
in the past

Distribution of Democrats and Republicans on a 10-item scale of political values

1994 2004 2017
MEDIAN  MEDIAN MEDIAN MEDIAN MEDIAN MEDIAN
Democrat Republican Democrat Republican Democrat Republican

Consistently Consistently Consistently Consistently Consistently Consistently
liberal conservative liberal conservative liberal conservative

Pew Research Center surveys of U.S. adults 1994 to June 8-18, 2017.
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These 30 science-related Facebook pages each have 3

Facebook-primary

IFLScience 25.6
Health Digest o
DavidWolfe )
Scencemert o
(@Soenceaturcpage) %4

Smart is the New Sexy . 73

(@enjoy.science) W& T
Dr. Mehmet Oz l 6
Bill Nye | K

Stephen Hawking I 3.9
ScienceDump Jas
mindbocygreen 32
vaiyHeattnps |31
Dr. Michio Kaku E

Multiplatform

million to 44 miillion followers as of 2017

National Geographic

Physics Today

Note: Number of page likes as of June 12, 2017. “Facebook-primary” consists of Facebook pages from individuals or organizations that have a large social media presence on the platform but are not connected to any offline, legacy
outlet. “Multiplatform” includes Facebook pages from established outlets or organizations, such as magazines, TV programs or government agencies.
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 30 science-related Facebook pages
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About three-in-ten posts across these popular science-
related Facebook pages feature new scientific discoveries

% of Facebook posts on 30 science-related pages using each frame

New discoveries

'News you can use'

Promotions/ads

16

Explanations of concepts 12

Other frames

[N
(@)

Archived reposts

Not related to science - 5

\l

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of a random sample of Facebook posts from 30 popular science-related pages, January to June 2017.

Data from the public Facebook Graph API

March 28, 2018

29%

Pew Research Center %{{:



Wide mix of factors influencing public views on science-
related issues

Education or Race, Religion or
Party/ldeology  science knowledge ethnicity attendance

Age l Gender l l
Earth is warming due to human activity - Relationship
between trait and
Humans have evolved due to

. Strong
natural processes Medium

Safe to eat genetically modified foods - Weak

Stricter power plant emission limits

Safe to eat foods grown with pesticides

Modifying genes to reduce a baby’s risk
of disease

Access to drug treatments
before fully tested

Note: Chart shows relative strength and statistical significance of each factor or set of factors.
Pew Research Center survey conducted Aug. 15-25, 2014
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Americans are more likely to trust scientists than other groups for
information about the MMR vaccine, climate change

Trust each of these groups a lot to give full and accurate information about...

THE HEALTH RISKS AND

BENEFITS OF THE MMR VACCINE

Medical scientists

Pharmaceutical
industry leaders

Holistic/alternative E
health groups

The news media E

Elected officials I6

THE CAUSES OF CLIMATE
CHANGE

Climate scientists

Energy industry
leaders

The news media

Elected officials I 4

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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THE HEALTH RISKS AND

BENEFITS OF EATING GM FOODS

Scientists
Small farmers

Food industry
leaders

The news media E

Elected officials I4
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Trust in information from climate scientists varies by politics

Trust each of these groups a lot to give full and accurate information about the causes of global climate change

® Conservative Republican ® Liberal Democrat U.S.
Mod/Lib Republican ® Mod/Cons Democrat adults
Climate scientists 15 @ P ® 70 39
The news media 3000 11 [
Energy industry leaders  , qme 7
Elected officials 200 4
3
0 20 40 60 80 100

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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Role of science knowledge in perceptions of climate
research depends on one’s political views

Climate scientists’ research findings are influenced by the best available scientific evidence most of the time

Republican Democrat
Among those with __ science knowledge  Among those with ___ science knowledge

E xn B

Low Medium High Low Medium High

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties. Science knowledge based on 9-item index.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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Some science-related issues in public discourse
are not related to politics

The benefits of childhood
MMR vaccines outweigh
the risks

Party by ideology

Conservative
Republican

Mod/Lib Republican
Mod/Cons Democrat

Liberal Democrat

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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GM foods are worse for
health than foods with no
GM ingredients

EED

40
39
40

39
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Younger Americans are more skeptical of medical scientists
and their research on childhood vaccines

18-29 30-64 alcjfl";s

Medical scientists understand the health I_‘ ‘

, 300 @051 47
effects of the MMR vaccine very well
Almost all.me.dlcal scientists agree the 110 @ 66 55
MMR vaccine is safe
Trust medical scientists a lot to provide full 54
and accurate information on the health 2@ 59 595

effects of the MMR vaccine

Medical scientists' research findings are
influenced by the best available evidence 47 @@ 60 52
most of the time

0] 20 40 60 80 100

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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