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B Director’'s Message

At the Metropolitan Policy Center (MPC), we have accomplished quite a bit in the last three years. We are
extremely proud of helping American University’s School of Public Affairs achieve a U.S. News and World
Report ranking of 12th in the nation in urban policy. Our interdisciplinary research approach has advanced
important knowledge in the field of equitable development. Our outstanding faculty fellows and staff have
published numerous books, journal articles, and reports on topics including gentrification, segregation,
housing policy, environmental justice, racial inequities, nonprofit service, and child development.

While our work is national and international in scope, we have a keen focus on understanding the
neighborhood and racial context of the Washington, D.C. region. Our D.C. Area Survey (DCAS), under
the direction of Associate Director Michael Bader, is just one example of our commitment to knowledge
production about our nation’s capital and its surrounding suburbs. Our understanding of the District is
also illustrated in our current urban regeneration research examining the economic and social outcomes
associated with the $2.5 billion Wharf waterfront investment in Southwest, D.C.

Beyond research, we contribute to the intellectual vitality of American University’s campus and the

city through hosting and sponsoring events. We are so pleased with the partnerships we have with the
Smithsonian’s Anacostia Community Museum and the D.C. Public Library, which bring dynamic speakers
to locations throughout the city so students, faculty, policy makers, and citizens can learn from one another.
We are also honored to be engaged with local think tanks, community organizations, and grassroots groups
including the Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars, the United Planning Organization
(UPO), Organizing Neighborhood Equity (ONE DC), and Empower DC. Together we are building and

deploying a “D.C. School” to promote a more equitable and socially sustainable city.

In the years to come, MPC will continue to serve as a hub for creating policy-relevant information that
addresses our 21st century urban and metropolitan challenges. We hope you will join and support
us in this quest.

Sincerely,

Derek Hyra
MPC Director
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B What We Do

MISSION

MPC’s mission is to understand the intersections among various social, economic, and
political processes, at multiple levels, that influence metropolitan and urban landscapes. MPC
utilizes mixed methods to uncover, explain, and recommend solutions to important 21st
century metropolitan and urban issues, including affordable housing, economic development,

neighborhood change, racial and ethnic diversity, urban politics, and nonprofit service provision.

OBJECTIVES

MPC has three important objectives: to cultivate innovative cross-disciplinary metropolitan and
urban research that helps to improve public policy and people’s lives; to garner sufficient external
university grants from governments, private foundations, and corporate institutions to support
collaborative research projects; and to increase American University’s engagement with the

Washington, D.C. metro area and beyond.

STRATEGIES

MPC achieves its mission and objectives through three strategies. First, we conduct and support
innovative metropolitan and urban scholarly work across disciplines and research methods. Second,
we present such research through campus-wide events on important metropolitan and urban topics.
Third, we promote community engagement and cultivate strategic partnerships with nonprofits,

community groups, and other research centers both locally and abroad.

4
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B Advancing the D.C. School

Part of MPC’s mission is to make a meaningful impact in Washington, D.C. We accomplish
this by conducting important D.C.-related research and establishing partnerships with local
organizations. We are proud of our partnerships with Organizing Neighborhood Equity (ONE
DC), the Smithsonian’s Anacostia Community Museum, the D.C. Public Library, and the
Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars. We also help promote and highlight student
engagement with local nonprofits, including the United Planning Organization (UPO), through

university-wide programs including the Community-Based Research Scholars (CBRS) and the
Community-Based Research (CBR) Certificate.
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THE DC AREA
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D.C. AREA SURVEY

Researchers at MPC have been analyzing the findings from the second biennial D.C. Area
Survey, which was fielded in the Fall of 2018. Associate Director Michael Bader led the survey
team and released a report, “Racial Equity in the D.C. Area,” based on nearly 1,000 household
responses. The report uncovered large racial disparities in perceptions of how well local
institutions, including businesses, police, and nonprofits, serve people. Professor Bader presented
findings from the study to the Montgomery County Council in support of legislation to promote
racial equity in the county and has also presented report results to policy makers and nonprofits
throughout the greater national capital region. The 2018 data have been released for use by
researchers and policy makers, and we are planning for the 2020 survey to be fielded

this coming fall.
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URBAN REGENERATION PROJECT

In partnership with the Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars’ Urban Sustainability
Lab, the Korean Housing and Urban Guarantee Corporation, the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development, and the University of Pennsylvania’s Institute for Urban Research, we
are analyzing urban regeneration projects in New York, Washington, D.C., and Los Angeles.

In this collaboration, MPC is conducting the case study of the Wharf revitalization project

in Southwest, D.C. Our research secks to understand how Southwest’s history as a national
urban renewal site in the 1950s informs current redevelopment practices, how public incentives
influenced private financing, design, and construction, and how low-income people living in

the broader Southwest community view this monumental $2.5 billion redevelopment. Through
interviews with key community stakeholders and an analysis of archival records, this research
will contribute to our understandings of urban regeneration and perceptions of social inclusion in

Washington, D.C.
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B Other Ongoing Research

GENTRIFICATION AND POLITICAL DISPLACEMENT

Researchers have found that gentrification, an influx of investments and affluent people to low-
income neighborhoods, can lead to physical and cultural displacement of long-term residents.

As neighborhoods gentrify, does this process also affect political circumstances? Our research
examines the relationship between gentrification and racial representation in city council districts.
We are interested in understanding Black representation at the local level and are assessing
neighborhood change in the 40 largest Black-majority U.S. cities in the year 2000. We are
analyzing whether gentrification between 2000 and 2010 is associated with political displacement

in city council districts within these cities.
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RACE, POLICY, AND NEIGHBORHOOD INEQUALITY

In the 1960s, hundreds of American cities burned as social unrest was ignited by urban renewal,

police brutality, and an economy that expanded but did not sufficiently reach certain vulnerable
and disadvantaged populations. While social conditions in urban America remained relatively
stable after the 1960s, the years 2014, 2015, and 2016 saw major uprisings in Ferguson, Missouri;
Baltimore, Maryland; and Charlotte, North Carolina. This project investigates the complex
dynamics undergirding unrest in the United States in the 2010s. It takes a historical approach
and compares the circumstances of the 1940s and 1950s to those in the 1990s and 2000s to
explain how urban redevelopment policies, gentrification, and The Great Recession, in addition to
aggressive police actions, collectively account for unrest in African American communities. This
book is one of the first manuscripts to rigorously compare and contrast the old and new urban
renewal periods across three cities to contextualize and explain conditions associated with riots in
modern metropolitan America. This project is supported by the Rockefeller Foundation and the

American Council of Learned Societies and will be published by the University of California Press.



MAKING THE JUST CITY
The Making the Just City project was funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s

Interdisciplinary Research Leaders program. Headed by Derek Hyra, Mindy Fullilove (The
New School), and Dominic Moulden (ONE DC), the research investigated the relationship
between gentrification and health by understanding how residents perceive neighborhood
change processes at different stages of gentrification within two racially and economically
diverse communities: Orange, New Jersey, and the Shaw neighborhood in Washington, D.C.
Between 2017 and 2019, we interviewed 20 key stakeholders in each community about the
economic transformation taking place in their neighborhood. We learned that every stage of the
gentrification process was accompanied by a variety of distinct stressors. People who were forced
to move because of gentrification experienced stress associated with finding a new home in a tight
and exceedingly expensive housing market. Others felt that they were likely to be pushed out of
their neighborhoods and mourned losing friends and neighbors and all the “comforts of home”
that a neighborhood provides. Longtime residents who have remained reported various kinds of
hostility from newcomers, which made them feel socially displaced. Finally, while gentrification
is typically thought of as a locally-based, socio-economic transition, national racial tensions and
housing dynamics were central to understanding people’s perceptions of stress. With one paper
already published in Housing Policy Debate in 2019, the team is currently working on their final

two project publications.
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B Publications

MPC facilitates and disseminates innovative cross-disciplinary metropolitan and urban research.
Since MPC’s founding in 2014, our faculty fellows and staft have published eight books and over
75 journal articles and reports. Below is a sample of those produced between 2017 and 2020.

BOOKS ARTICLES AND REPORTS

Stokes, B. Locally Played: Real-World Games for Neighborhoods
Stronger Places and Communities. Cambridge, MA: Castafieda, E. et al. “Border Residents’ Perceptions
MIT Press, 2020. of Crime and Security in El Paso, Texas,” Social

Castaneda, E. A Place to Call Home: Immigrant Sciences, 2020.

Exclusion and Urban Belonging in New York, Paris, Bader, M. et al. “Development of a Neighborhood
and Barcelona. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Wallkability Index for Studying Neighborhood
Press, 2018. Physical Activity Contexts in Communities Across
the U.S. Over the Past Three Decades,” Journal of
Urban Health, 2019.

Castaneda, E. Immigration and Categorical Inequality:
Migration to the City and the Birth of Race and

Ethnicity. New York: Routledge, 2018. Bader, M. et al. “Talk at the Playground: The
Hyra, D. Race, Class, and Politics in the Cappuccino Neighborhood Context for School Choice,”

City. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2017. City & Community, 2019.
Morrissey, T. et al. 2017. Cradle to Kindergarten: A New Greene, T. “Queer Cultural Archipelagos are New.

Plan to Combat Inequality. New York: Russell Sage to Us,” City & Community, 2019.

Foundation, 2017. Johnson, L. “Modeling Neighborhood Violence: The

Systemic Model and Variable Effects of Social
Structure,” Urban Affairs Review, 2019.
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https://benjaminstokes.net/locally-played/
https://benjaminstokes.net/locally-played/
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=23440
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=23440
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=23440
https://www.routledge.com/Immigration-and-Categorical-Inequality-Migration-to-the-City-and-the-Birth/Castaneda/p/book/9781138295414
https://www.routledge.com/Immigration-and-Categorical-Inequality-Migration-to-the-City-and-the-Birth/Castaneda/p/book/9781138295414
https://www.routledge.com/Immigration-and-Categorical-Inequality-Migration-to-the-City-and-the-Birth/Castaneda/p/book/9781138295414
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/R/bo25879831.html
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/R/bo25879831.html
https://www.russellsage.org/publications/cradle-kindergarten
https://www.russellsage.org/publications/cradle-kindergarten
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/9/3/24
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/9/3/24
https://mikebader.net/cv/articles/development-neighborhood-walkability-index/
https://mikebader.net/cv/articles/development-neighborhood-walkability-index/
https://mikebader.net/cv/articles/development-neighborhood-walkability-index/
https://mikebader.net/cv/articles/development-neighborhood-walkability-index/
https://mikebader.net/cv/articles/talk-playground/
https://mikebader.net/cv/articles/talk-playground/
https://cms.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/10.1111/cico.12382
https://cms.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/10.1111/cico.12382

Race and Diversity

AbouAssi, K. and Johnston, ]. “Collaboration, Venus
and Mars: The Gender Factor in Intersectoral
Relations,” Journal of Public Administration Research
and Theory, 2019.

Castaneda, E. “The Contradiction at the Heart of
Immigration Restriction,” 7he Washington Post, 2019.

Grier, S. “Constructing a Bridge to Multicultural
Marketplace Well-Being: A Consumer-Centered

Framework for Marketer Action,” Journal of Business
Research, 2019.

Hardy, B. “Cash Assistance in America: The Role of

Race, Politics, and Poverty,” 7he Review of the Black
Political Economy, 2019.

Johnston, J. “Governing Immigration Detention: How &

Why Do Localities Collaborate with ICE?,” Association
for Public Policy Analysis and Management, 2019.

Esser, D. “Transdisciplinary,” School of International
Service Research Paper, 2017.

Hardy, B. “Location Matters: Historical Racial

Segregation and Intergenerational Mobility,”
Economics Letters, 2017.

Gentrification

Hyra, D. et al. “A Method for Making the Just City:

Housing, Gentrification, and Health,” Housing Policy
Debate, 2019.

Ranganathan, M. et al. “From Urban Resilience to

Abolitionist Climate Justice in Washington, D.C.,”
Antipode, 2019.

«

Grier, S. et al. “Dog Parks and Coffee Shops: Faux

Diversity and Consumption in Gentrifying
Neighborhoods,” journal of Public Policy and

Marketing, 2018.

Bader, M. et al. “The Promise, Practicalities, and Perils
of Virtually Auditing Neighborhoods Using Google
Street View,” The ANNALS of the American Academy
of Political and Social Science, 2017.
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Inequality

Hardy, B. et al. “Money, Money, Money: The Fiscal
Response to COVID-19,” Brookings Institution, 2020.

Hardy, B. et al. “The Changing Safety Net for Low
Income Parents and Their Children: Structural

or Cyclical Changes in Income Support Policy?”
Demography, 2018.

Health and Education

De Jesus, M. “Generalized Violence as a Threat to

Health and Well-Being: A Qualitative Study of

Youth Living in Urban Settings in Central America’s
‘Northern Triangle’,” International Journal of

Environmental Research and Public Health, 2019.

De Jesus, M. “To End the HIV Epidemic, Addressing

Poverty and Inequities One of Most Important
Treatments,” 7he Conversation, 2019.

Morrissey, T. “Food Insecurity and Child Health,”
Pediatrics Journal, 2019.

De Jesus, M. “The Care and Prevention in the United

States Demonstration Project: A Call for More Focus
on the Social Determinants of HIV/AIDS,” Public

Health Reports, 2018.

Castafeda, E. “Empowerment Through Work: The
Cases of Disabled Individuals and Low-Skilled

Women Workers on the US-Mexican Border,”
Disability & Society, 2017.

Grier, S. “Weight Loss through Virtual Support

Communities: A Role for Identity-Based Motivation
in Public Commitment,” Journal of Interactive

Marketing, 2017.

Lindsay, C. “Exposure to Same-Race Teachers and

Student Disciplinary Outcomes for Black Students
in North Carolina,” Educational Evaluation and Policy

Analysis, 2017.

Lindsay, C. “Teacher, Race, and School Discipline,”
Education Next, 2017.


https://doi.org/10.1093/jopart/muy041
https://doi.org/10.1093/jopart/muy041
https://doi.org/10.1093/jopart/muy041
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0034644619865272
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0034644619865272
https://appam.confex.com/appam/2018/webprogram/Paper27103.html
https://appam.confex.com/appam/2018/webprogram/Paper27103.html
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3048355
https://econpapers.repec.org/article/eeeecolet/v_3a158_3ay_3a2017_3ai_3ac_3ap_3a67-72.htm
https://econpapers.repec.org/article/eeeecolet/v_3a158_3ay_3a2017_3ai_3ac_3ap_3a67-72.htm
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10511482.2018.1529695
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10511482.2018.1529695
https://doi.org/10.1111/anti.12555
https://doi.org/10.1111/anti.12555
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1509/jppm.16.230
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1509/jppm.16.230
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1509/jppm.16.230
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0002716216681488
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0002716216681488
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0002716216681488
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/03/24/money-money-money-the-fiscal-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/03/24/money-money-money-the-fiscal-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29380273
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29380273
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29380273
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31540367
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31540367
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31540367
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31540367
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/144/4/e20190397
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0033354918801353
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0033354918801353
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0033354918801353
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1094996817300361
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1094996817300361
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1094996817300361
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.3102/0162373717693109?journalCode=epaa
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.3102/0162373717693109?journalCode=epaa
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.3102/0162373717693109?journalCode=epaa
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1122057

Morrissey, T. “Economic Instability, Food Insecurity,

and Child Health During and After the Great
Recession,” Social Service Review, 2017.

Morrissey, T. “Employer-Supported Child Care: Who

Participates, and Who Benefits?,” Journal of Marriage
and Family, 2017.

Morrissey, T. “Child Care and Parental Labor Force
Participation: A Review of the Research Literature,”
Review of Economics of the Household, 2017.

Morrissey, T. “Active Shooter Incidents and Gun
Ownership and Storage Among Families with Youn
Children in the United States,” Preventive Medicine,
2017.

H In the Media

Housing and Community

Castafieda, E. et al. “Improving Homeless Point-In-

Time Counts: Uncovering the Marginally Housed,”
Social Currents, 2018.

Johnson, L. et al. “Deserts of Disadvantages: The

Diffuse Effects of Structural Disadvantage on
Violence in Urban Communities,” Crime and

Delinquency, 2018.

Castaneda, E. et al. “Activists’ Motivations and

Typologies: Core Activists in Ciudad Judrez,”
Interface Journal, 2017.

National and international media outlets frequently feature MPC'’s research; this helps to insert

our scholarship directly into important urban policy debates. Our faculty fellows and staff were

repeatedly quoted in well-regarded news publications and blogs in the last three years. The following

are some of our notable media hits.

NEIGHBORHOODS AND
GENTRIFICATION

Sin City’s New Slogan is Set to Launch Sunday Evening
January 25, 2020 in Las Vegas Review-Journal

Chevy Chase Dog Park Latest Local Doggie Drama
September 11, 2019 in WAMU

An Oral History of Gentrification in Shaw and
U Street NW

August 29, 2019 in The Washington City Paper

Co-Living is in Growth Mode as Gentrification Issues

Shake Up Major Cities
June 3, 2019 in Bisnow Dallas-Fort Worth

From ‘Liz’ to ‘“The Jason’ The Bizarre Trend of Fancy

Apartments with Human Names
April 19, 2019 in The Washington Post

What D.C.’s Go-Go Showdown Reveals
About Gentrification
April 17, 2019 in CityLab

A Luxury Home Firewall Could Save This

Neighborhood From Amazon’s HQ2
April 5, 2019 in Bloomberg Businessweek

The HQ2 Divide
March 25, 2019 in 7he Eagle
Residents of Wah Luck House Have Endured Difficult

Living Conditions to Remain in Downtown D.C.
October 31, 2018 in Washington City Paper

Sixty Years of D.C. History and Culture, Slathered
in Chili
August 22, 2018 in The Washington Post
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https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/694111
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/694111
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/694111
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27752542
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27752542
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11150-016-9331-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11150-016-9331-3
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28389329
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28389329
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28389329
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329167022_Improving_Homeless_Point-In-Time_Counts_Uncovering_the_Marginally_Housed
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329167022_Improving_Homeless_Point-In-Time_Counts_Uncovering_the_Marginally_Housed
https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/tourism/sin-citys-new-slogan-is-set-to-launch-sunday-evening-1943561/
https://wamu.org/story/19/09/11/chevy-chase-dog-park-latest-local-doggie-drama/
https://washingtoncitypaper.atavist.com/an-oral-history-of-gentrification-in-shaw-and-u-street-nw
https://washingtoncitypaper.atavist.com/an-oral-history-of-gentrification-in-shaw-and-u-street-nw
https://www.bisnow.com/dallas-ft-worth/news/multifamily/coliving-is-in-growth-mode-as-gentrification-issues-shake-up-major-cities-99245
https://www.bisnow.com/dallas-ft-worth/news/multifamily/coliving-is-in-growth-mode-as-gentrification-issues-shake-up-major-cities-99245
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/from-liz-to-the-jason-the-bizarre-trend-of-fancy-apartments-with-human-names/2019/04/18/845a4c72-5af4-11e9-a00e-050dc7b82693_story.html?utm_term=.518a4352ce41
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/from-liz-to-the-jason-the-bizarre-trend-of-fancy-apartments-with-human-names/2019/04/18/845a4c72-5af4-11e9-a00e-050dc7b82693_story.html?utm_term=.518a4352ce41
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2019/04/washington-dc-gentrification-go-go-music-metro-pcs-displaced/586864/
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2019/04/washington-dc-gentrification-go-go-music-metro-pcs-displaced/586864/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-04-05/luxury-home-firewall-could-save-crystal-city-from-amazon-hq2
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-04-05/luxury-home-firewall-could-save-crystal-city-from-amazon-hq2
https://www.theeagleonline.com/article/2019/03/the-hq2-divide
https://www.washingtoncitypaper.com/news/housing-complex/article/21030065/residents-of-wah-luck-house-have-endured-difficult-living-conditions-to-remain-in-downtown-dc
https://www.washingtoncitypaper.com/news/housing-complex/article/21030065/residents-of-wah-luck-house-have-endured-difficult-living-conditions-to-remain-in-downtown-dc
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/sixty-years-of-dc-history-and-culture-slathered-in-chili/2018/08/22/bf755cdc-a615-11e8-8fac-12e98c13528d_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7bdf2b320d01
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/sixty-years-of-dc-history-and-culture-slathered-in-chili/2018/08/22/bf755cdc-a615-11e8-8fac-12e98c13528d_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7bdf2b320d01

The TRGT Fiasco Was No Mistake
July 31, 2018 in 7he Village Voice

In Kentucky, A ‘Culture Of Indifference’ To Sexual
Harassment In Prisons

July 27, 2018 in NPR

Exhibit Documents Historic Neighborhood Change,
Successful Collective Action

July 17, 2018 in 7he DC Line

Can Gentrification Be Illegal?
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https://thekojonnamdishow.org/shows/2019-09-17/marginalized-communities-in-d-c-are-already-struggling-climate-change-will-make-that-worse
https://thekojonnamdishow.org/shows/2019-09-17/marginalized-communities-in-d-c-are-already-struggling-climate-change-will-make-that-worse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=21&v=EqZ6KZzXcMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=21&v=EqZ6KZzXcMk
https://www.aaihs.org/the-environment-as-freedom-a-decolonial-reimagining/
https://www.aaihs.org/the-environment-as-freedom-a-decolonial-reimagining/

B Events

During the 20172020 academic years, MPC hosted many local and national urban scholars

and practitioners through our Urban Speaker Series, A Right to The City Author Talk Series

(in collaboration with the Smithsonian’s Anacostia Community Museum and the D.C. Public

Library), and the Annual Spring Lecture Series. By hosting these events, MPC contributes to

American University’s reputation as a leader in the field of urban policy.

2019-2020

February 22, 2020
A Right To The City Author Talk Series: Stephen

Danley
Stephen Danley, Rutgers University

January 21, 2020
She Leads: Leadership and Governing from City Hall
Co-sponsored with the Women & Politics Institute

January 18, 2020
A Right To The City Author Talk Series: Theodore

Greene

Theodore Greene, Bowdoin College

November 16, 2019

A Right To The City Author Talk Series: Susanna
Schaller

Susanna Schaller, City College of New York

October 19, 2019

A Right To The City Author Talk Series: Lawrence
J. Vale

Lawrence J. Vale, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

September 7, 2019
A Right To The City Author Talk Series: Lance

Freeman

Lance Freeman, Columbia University

2018-2019

July 6, 2019

Black Food Geographies: Race, Self-Reliance,

and Food Access in Washington, D.C.

Ashanté Reese, University of Maryland, Baltimore County
April 7, 2019

Author Talk with Peter Moskowitz: How to Kill a
City: Gentrification, Inequality, and the Fight for the
Neighborhood

Peter Moskowitz, journalist

April 3, 2019
Annual Spring Iecture: Urban Neighborhoods and
American Life

Robert Sampson, Harvard University

March 30, 2019
Film and Director Q&A with Dr. Sonya Grier:
DogParks and CoffeeShops: Diversity Seeking

in Changing Neighborhoods
Sonya Grier, American University

March 27, 2019

Gentrification and the Great Recession

Derek Hyra, American University

March 10, 2019

Film and Discussion: What Happened

2 Chocolate City?
Mignotae Kebede, filmmaker
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-right-to-the-city-author-talk-series-stephen-danley-tickets-67753413283
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-right-to-the-city-author-talk-series-stephen-danley-tickets-67753413283
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/she-leads-leadership-and-governing-from-city-hall-tickets-88659969355
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-right-to-the-city-author-talk-series-theodore-greene-tickets-67485608271
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-right-to-the-city-author-talk-series-theodore-greene-tickets-67485608271
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-right-to-the-city-author-talk-series-susanna-schaller-tickets-67275206955
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-right-to-the-city-author-talk-series-susanna-schaller-tickets-67275206955
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-right-to-the-city-author-talk-series-lawrence-j-vale-tickets-67484581199
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-right-to-the-city-author-talk-series-lawrence-j-vale-tickets-67484581199
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-right-to-the-city-author-talk-series-lance-freeman-tickets-67754249785
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-right-to-the-city-author-talk-series-lance-freeman-tickets-67754249785
http://anacostia.si.edu/events#/?i=1
http://anacostia.si.edu/events#/?i=1
http://anacostia.si.edu/events?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D130434964
http://anacostia.si.edu/events?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D130434964
http://anacostia.si.edu/events?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D130434964
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-mpc-annual-spring-lecture-robert-sampson-tickets-51148764331
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-mpc-annual-spring-lecture-robert-sampson-tickets-51148764331
http://anacostia.si.edu/events?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D130428517
http://anacostia.si.edu/events?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D130428517
http://anacostia.si.edu/events?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D130428517
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/derek-hyra-gentrification-and-the-great-recession-tickets-53651359661
http://anacostia.si.edu/events?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D129975535
http://anacostia.si.edu/events?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D129975535

2018-2019 CONTINUED

March 6, 2019

Bottom-Up Politics Forum
Manuel Pastor, University of Southern; California; Theda

Skocpol, Harvard University; William Spriggs, Howard

University; Margaret Weir, Brown University

March 3, 2019

Author Talk with Samuel Stein: Capital City:
Gentrification and the Real Estate State

Samuel Stein, City University of New York

March 1, 2019

AU Latino Public Affairs Forum
Co-sponsored with the Center for Latin American
& Latino Studies

February 27, 2019

Help-Yourself City: I egitimacy and Inequality
in DIY Urbanism

Gordon Douglas, San Jose State University

February 13, 2019
Citizen Outsider: Children of North African

Immigrants in France

Jean Beaman, Purdue University

January 30, 2019

Making Dupont Gay Again: Place Re-Activation

and the Rise of the Vicarious Citizen

Theodore Greene, Bowdoin College

November 28, 2018

Urban Policy in the 21st Century
Blair Ruble, Woodrow Wilson Center; Clarence Stone,

George Washington University

November 14, 2018

Inclusive Recovery in U.S. Cities
Solomon Greene, Urban Institute
October 31, 2018

Urban Hotspots of Vulnerability and Resilience:

Food Insecurity and Kinship in a Nairobi Slum
Sangeetha Madhavan, University of Maryland
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October 24, 2018

Using Data and Code to Report on Demographics
in America

Aaron Williams, 7he Washington Post

October 10, 2018

Taking Stock: What Drives Landlord Participation

in the Housing Choice Voucher Program
Eva Rosen, Georgetown University

September 26, 2018

Gentrification in Washington, D.C.: A Conversation

on Improving Equitable Outcomes for Children and
Families

Michael Bader, American University; Sabiyah Prince,
Empower DC; Parisa Norouzi, Empower DC

September 21, 2018

D.C. Jazz: Stories of Jazz Music in Washington, D.C.
Blair Ruble, Wilson Center; Maurice Jackson, Georgetown
University; Carolyn Gallaher, American University;

Clarence Lusane, Howard University

September 18, 2018

A Place to Call Home: Immigrant Exclusion and
Urban Belonging in New York, Paris, and Barcelona

Ernesto Castafieda-Tinoco, American University

August 2, 2018
Annie E. Casey Gentrification Seminar

Derek Hyra, American University

June 9, 2018

ACM 50th Anniversary Program: Author Talk with
Dr. Derek Hyra: Race, Class, and Politics in the
Cappuccino City

Derek Hyra, American University
May 29, 2018

Howard Theatre’s Crucial Role in the Community
Before & After the 1968 Riots

Derek Hyra, American University


https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/bottom-politics-what-do-we-know-and-where-do-we-need-to-go
http://anacostia.si.edu/events?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D130429340
http://anacostia.si.edu/events?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D130429340
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/annual-latino-public-affairs-forum-tickets-55986196220
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gordon-douglas-legitimacy-and-inequality-in-diy-urbanism-tickets-53396797258
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gordon-douglas-legitimacy-and-inequality-in-diy-urbanism-tickets-53396797258
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jean-beaman-on-citizen-outsider-children-of-north-african-immigrants-in-france-tickets-53396739084
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jean-beaman-on-citizen-outsider-children-of-north-african-immigrants-in-france-tickets-53396739084
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/theodore-greene-on-making-dupont-gay-again-place-re-activation-and-the-rise-of-the-vicarious-citizen-tickets-53396584622
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/theodore-greene-on-making-dupont-gay-again-place-re-activation-and-the-rise-of-the-vicarious-citizen-tickets-53396584622
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/urban-policy-in-the-21st-century-tickets-51971419916
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/solomon-greene-inclusive-recovery-in-us-cities-tickets-50753998576
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eva-rosen-what-drives-landlord-participation-in-the-housing-choice-voucher-program-tickets-49869623386
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eva-rosen-what-drives-landlord-participation-in-the-housing-choice-voucher-program-tickets-49869623386
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aaron-williams-using-data-and-code-to-report-on-demographics-in-america-tickets-49870945340
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aaron-williams-using-data-and-code-to-report-on-demographics-in-america-tickets-49870945340
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eva-rosen-what-drives-landlord-participation-in-the-housing-choice-voucher-program-tickets-49869623386
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eva-rosen-what-drives-landlord-participation-in-the-housing-choice-voucher-program-tickets-49869623386
https://manyhandsdc.wufoo.com/forms/pcmyf3j1p7cj1v/
https://manyhandsdc.wufoo.com/forms/pcmyf3j1p7cj1v/
https://manyhandsdc.wufoo.com/forms/pcmyf3j1p7cj1v/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/book-launch-for-dc-jazz-stories-of-jazz-music-in-washington-dc-tickets-49310989497
https://www.busboysandpoets.com/events/th-evt-6639323/
https://www.busboysandpoets.com/events/th-evt-6639323/
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/Author-Talk-Anacostia-Smithsonian.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/Author-Talk-Anacostia-Smithsonian.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/Author-Talk-Anacostia-Smithsonian.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/DC-Public-Libraries-Howard-Theatre-Panel-1968-Riots-Conference-Flyer.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/DC-Public-Libraries-Howard-Theatre-Panel-1968-Riots-Conference-Flyer.pdf

2017-2018

April 12, 2018

Bottom-up Politics

Clarence Stone, George Washington University; Philip
Thompson, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Philip
Caroom, Anne Arundel County Circuit Court; Jesse

Van Tol, National Community Reinvestment Coalition;
Gregory Squires, George Washington University; Hilary
Silver, George Washington University

April 10, 2018

Affordable Housing Symposium

Rafael Cestero, Community Preservation Corporation;
Derek Hyra, American University; Ali Solis, Make
Room USA

April 4, 2018
Book Launch for Carving Out the Commons:

Tenant Organizing & Housing Cooperatives

in Washington, D.C.
Amanda Huron, University of the District of Columbia

March 7, 2018

Race, History, and Higher Education:
When Blackness Comes to Campus

Jonathan Holloway, Northwestern University

November 28, 2017

The Cosmopolitan Canopy in the Age of Trump
Elijah Anderson, Yale University

November 9, 2017

Is it a Park or a Bridge?

Scott Kratz, D.C.s 11th Street Bridge Park
November 9, 2017

Book Panel for Chocolate City: A History of Race

and Democracy in the Nation’s Capital
Chris Myers Asch, Colby College; George Derek

Musgrove, University of Maryland

November 1, 2017
Inequality, Occupy, and the Ongoing Financial Crisis
Gregory Squires, George Washington University

October 26, 2017
D.C.’s Southwest BID
Steve Moore, Southwest BID

October 10, 2017
Race, Class, and Politics in the Cappuccino City

Derek Hyra, American University

September 26, 2017

Book Panel for Trespassers? Asian Americans
and the Battle for Suburbia

Willow Lung-Amam, University of Maryland



https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/4-12-18-Bottom-up-Politics-with-Wilson-Center-and-GWU.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/4-10-18-Affordable-Housing-Symposium.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/4-4-18-Huron.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/4-4-18-Huron.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/4-4-18-Huron.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/3-7-18-Holloway.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/3-7-18-Holloway.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/11-28-17-Anderson.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/11-9-17-Kratz.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/11-9-17-Asch-and-Musgrove.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/11-9-17-Asch-and-Musgrove.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/11-1-17-Squires.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/Author-Talk-Anacostia-Smithsonian.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/9-26-17-Willow.pdf
https://www.american.edu/spa/metro-policy/upload/9-26-17-Willow.pdf

Robert J. Sampson
Professor of Social Sciences,

Harvard University
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B Annual Spring Lectures

2019: URBAN NEIGHBORHOODS

AND AMERICAN LIFE

MPC’s 2019 Annual Spring Lecture showcased Robert
Sampson, the Henry Ford II Professor of the Social Sciences
at Harvard University, founding director of the Boston Area
Research Initiative, and affiliated research professor at the
American Bar Foundation. His most recent book, Great
American City: Chicago and the Enduring Neighborhood Effect,
is based on more than a decade of research from the Project
on Human Development in Chicago Neighborhoods and was
the basis for his powerful talk on urban neighborhoods and

American life.



Jonathan Holloway

Provost, Northwestern

University

2018: RACE, HISTORY, AND HIGHER
EDUCATION: WHEN BLACKNESS

COMES TO CAMPUS
MPC’s 2018 Annual Spring Lecture showcased Jonathan

Holloway, the provost of Northwestern University. A
prominent scholar, Dr. Holloway specializes in post-
emancipation United States history with a focus on social

and intellectual history. His outstanding work has transformed
the way we think about Black intellectual history of the early
and mid-20th century. He delivered an insightful talk on

the complex trajectory of race and higher education at Yale

University.
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3

B Presentations

Alexandria, VA College Park, MD
Austin, TX Columbia, SC
Baltimore, MD Denver, CO
Birmingham, AL Durham, NC
Boston, MA Ewing, NJ
Chicago, IL Hanover, NH
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Los Angeles, CA
Madison, W1
Meéxico City, México
New York City, NY
Philadelphia, PA
Phoenix, AZ
Richmond, VA

San Diego, CA

San Francisco, CA

San José, CA m
San Juan, PR

Seoul, South Korea

St. Louis, MO

Syracuse, NY

Washington, D.C.
Wellington, New Zealand
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LAWRENCE ANDERSON

Lawrence Anderson is a public affairs executive
with more than two decades of public sector
experience. From examining factors that
undergird political unrest at MPC, and leading
city-wide initiatives in New Orleans, LA,
Baltimore MD, and Richmond, VA, Lawrence
has cultivated a career that uniquely combines
theory and practice. In November 2019,
Lawrence was appointed by the Richmond
City Council to serve as their chief of staff.

In this capacity, Lawrence manages the day-
to-day operations of the city’s legislative branch
and coordinates the activities of the council’s

executive appointees.

“My tenure with the MPC provided a unique
opportunity to take a step back and explore the
why’ behind some of the most prevailing urban

challenges of our time.”
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B Where Are They Now?

BLAINE SMITH
Blaine Smith worked as MPC’s Social Media

Coordinator and graduated from American
University in May 2019 with his BA in political
science and sociology. Since graduating, he
has been serving as a research specialist at
Whitman-Walker Health (WWH), where

he coordinates an LGBTQ+ youth sexual
health study funded by the National Institutes
of Health and contributes to the qualitative
analysis of projects related to LGBTQ+

health and wellness. In Fall 2020, he will
begin pursuing his PhD in sociology at
Boston University, focusing on urban

and queer studies.

“MPC gave me the opportunity to be engaged
with emergent issues within urban studies across
disciplines. Serving as the communications

manager for MPC and as a research assistant

Jfor MPC fellow Ernesto Castaneda contributed

immeasurably to the confidence and clarity 1
needed to pursue graduate study in sociology.”



KAl THOMPSON

Kai Thompson worked as a research assistant with
MPC in Spring 2018 while completing a master’s
degree in public policy. She is currently a program
analyst in Risk and Compliance for the Universal
Service Administrative Company, working on the
administration of the Federal Communications
Commission’s Universal Service Fund Program
on Rural Health Care. She received a prestigious
fellowship to begin a PhD program in urban
planning and policy at the University of Illinois

at Chicago in Fall 2020.

“Working with the MPC was a fantastic
opportunity for me. I gained a lot of knowledge
about the life cycle of academic research projects
and about the many intersections of urban policy
and community development. I was also able to
meet and learn from other scholars through the
MPC. Working with Dr. Hyra and the rest of
the center’s staff inspired me and gave me the
confidence to continue to pursue my own

research goals.”

JAMES WRIGHT
James E. Wright II worked at MPC as a

research assistant for four years and completed
his PhD in Public Administration and Policy
in 2018 from American University. He is

now finishing his second year as an Assistant
Professor at Florida State University in the
Askew School of Public Administration and
Policy. His work focuses on the intersections
among race, police use of force, and

community health.

“The Metropolitan Policy Center allowed me to
explore my research interests, push beyond my own
preconceived notions of inequalities in society, and
exposed me to some of the preeminent minds in
society. Dr. Hyra provided me with tremendous
leadership and showed me how to present myself

in and out of academia.”
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